

Autologous Tissue Checklist
This checklist serves as a quick, high-level reference for select recommendations outlined in the Guidelines for Perioperative Practice. For complete details and recommendations, please refer to the full AORN Guideline for Autologous Tissue Management. 



Discuss anticipated autologous tissue preservation or autotransplantation during the procedural briefing.


Convene an interdisciplinary team to provide oversight of managing autologous tissue practices in the organization.


Verify the patient and tissue information verbally with the surgeon using a read-back method before transferring the tissue to or from the sterile field.


During intraoperative hand-off communication and postoperative debriefing, communicate that autologous tissue is on the sterile field, in the OR, or has been transported for preservation.


Confirm the tissue type, preservation method, and disposition of autologous tissue during the procedural debriefing.


Transfer autologous tissue intended for preservation off of the sterile field as soon as possible after excision, using sterile technique and standard precautions, in a manner that does not damage the tissue.


Package and label autologous tissue immediately after it is transferred from the sterile field.


Implement measures to minimize the risk of contamination and cross contamination during tissue handling.
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