
December 7, 2020 
 

The Honorable Andrew Cuomo  
Governor of New York State 
State Capitol  
Albany, New York 12224 
 

Re: Construction Must Remain Essential  
 

Dear Governor Cuomo,  
 
I write to you today on behalf of the Associated Builders & Contractors, Empire State Chapter, a 
membership made up of hundreds of merit-shop construction contractors employing hundreds of 
thousands of workers throughout the State of New York.  
 

Thank you for, early in the pandemic, establishing construction as an essential business.  As you know, 
construction is an indispensable industry that the communities across New York rely on each and every 
day. Throughout the pandemic, the men and women working in construction answered the call to 
create new safety best practices while continuing to improve our communities and rebuild our critical 
infrastructure safely and without spreading the virus.  
 

The data is clear. COVID-19 is not being spread by the construction industry. This low transmission rate 
is directly attributed to the efforts made by contractors to keep their workers safe and stop the 
transmission of the virus on their jobsites. This was done by creating and implementing safety policies 
and procedures that have kept workers safe. Not to mention the nature of our industry where typically 
work is done outside or in a well-ventilated area and workers are able to maintain 6 feet of distance 
from each other. 
 

We need to understand and appreciate the facts. Data provided by the New York State Contact Tracers 
identifies the transmission rate for the construction industry as one of the lowest at .66%. In addition to 
the New York Contract Tracers data, the New York City Department of Buildings (DOB) provided data 
that also indicates a low transmission rate on construction sites. The DOB conducted jobsite inspections 
looking for COVID-19 safety violations. In one reporting period, over 38,000 inspections were conducted 
with the DOB finding no discernable COVID-19 related safety issues resulting in any stop work orders. In 
fact, out of those 38,000 inspections less than half of one percent had any COVID related issues.  
 
 

Based on the importance of the work that the men and women in the construction industry as well as 
the data showing the minimal transmission rates in construction, we ask that you continue to define 
construction as essential. This will ensure that the critical repairs, maintenance and rebuilding of our 
infrastructure and communities continues. This decision will keep New York building and improving 
despite a virus that wants to tear us down and destroy us.  
 

Thank you for your consideration.  
 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 

Brian Sampson  
President  
Associated Builders & Contractors, Empire State Chapter  


