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The Epoch Times was founded in 2000 as an independent newspaper with a goal to restore accuracy and integrity in 
media. We have received numerous awards for our reporting, including from the Society of Professional Journalists, 
the Society for News Design, and the New York Press Association.
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China’s Subversion of WHO 
Undermined Pandemic Response
The World Health Organization withheld crucial information that 

might have prevented the outbreak from becoming a pandemic

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

CCP PROPAGANDA ECONOMY

VIRUS RESPONSE

News Analysis
he World Health Organization 
(WHO) is facing a flurry of criti-
cism for its response to the CCP 
virus pandemic, and much of the 
problem can be attributed to the 
growing influence the communist 
regime in China has on the organi-
zation.

Critics mainly point out that the 
WHO was too slow to recommend 
travel restrictions and some other 
preventive measures, and also that 
the agency accepted information 
from China at face value, despite 
numerous red flags.

While China experts were sound-
ing alarms about a coverup, the 
WHO continued to praise China’s 
response and never warned the 
world that data coming from the 
regime was suspect.

WHO, an agency of the United 
Nations, has long been swayed by 
Beijing’s political preferences. Its 
current head, Dr. Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, is a former member 
of a Maoist group in Ethiopia.

As revenue streams slow to a 
trickle, some business owners in 
Bakersfield, California, are show-
ing their resilience and creativity 
to weather the economic drought 
and support their community at 
the same time.

Just hours before California Gov. 
Gavin Newsom issued a statewide 

WASHINGTON—The COVID-19 
pandemic is pushing the world 
into the worst downturn since the 
Great Depression. Large parts of 
economic activity have come to a 
standstill as many nations and cit-
ies are in lockdown to contain the 
spread of the deadly virus.

stay-at-home order on March 19, 
photographer Makenzie Hollar was 
shooting a COVID-19-themed wed-
ding.

The couple wore “Mr.” and “Mrs.” 
surgical masks in the photos; they 
posed with antibacterial soap and 
Charmin. Their wedding photos 
went viral.

Hollar’s clients, Andrea and Jer-

As The Epoch Times previ-
ously documented, China has 
been increasing its power over U.N. 
institutions for years. Beijing’s clout 
has now gone so far, it undermines 
WHO’s basic functions, such as 
providing timely and accurate in-
formation about the world’s health 
situation.

Case in point: the CCP virus.

Timeline
The CCP virus, commonly known 
as the novel coronavirus, broke 
out in the central Chinese city of 
Wuhan around November 2019, 
before spreading across China and 
the world.

As of April 14, there are some 
2 million confirmed cases of the 
virus, which causes the disease 
COVID-19. Almost 130,000 deaths 
have since been attributed to the 
disease worldwide.

The WHO has said that Chinese 
authorities first informed it about 
the outbreak on Dec. 31, 2019. While 

WHO Director General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus (L) and Chi-
nese Communist Party leader Xi Jinping in Beijing on Jan. 28, 2020. 
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Businesses Innovate to Survive, Help Their Communities

Economists: World 
Slumps Into Worst 
Recession in 
Decades

The Chinese Communist Party 
(CCP) is using its state-run social 
media accounts, which boast tens 
of millions of followers, to spread 
disinformation via Facebook and 
Instagram advertisements in an at-
tempt to criticize President Donald 
Trump and alter the narratives on 
the CCP virus pandemic.

The ads, many of which ran with no 
political disclaimer, were spread to 

English-speaking audiences across 
the world through China’s major 
state-controlled media companies, 
including the Global Times, Xinhua 
News Agency, China Central Tele-
vision (CCTV), and China Global 
Television Network (CGTN).

The political ads, which have 
drawn roughly  45 million views 
since Feb. 15, represent another es-
calation of Beijing’s already brazen 
disinformation campaign. As Renée 

China Using Facebook Ads to Attack 
America, Spread Virus Disinformation

Continued on A7
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Preliminary 
investigations 
conducted by the 
Chinese authorities 
have found no 
clear evidence of 
human-to-human 
transmission. 

WHO, in a statement  
on Jan. 12, after the 
outbreak in Wuhan

Pork Plant at Center 
of South Dakota’s 
Virus Outbreak  
Had Visit From  
CCP-Tied Owners
IVAN PENTCHOUKOV

FOOD SUPPLY CHAIN

HEALTH CARE

A Smithfield Foods pork processing 
plant in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
was visited by representatives from 
its Chinese Communist Party-tied 
parent company one month before 
the first COVID-19 case was con-
firmed at the facility, according to 
three employees.

After the first illness was con-
firmed at the plant on March 26, 
the facility quickly became the epi-

The U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) has been 
reminding health care providers 
that they are legally forbidden from 
discriminating against elderly or 
disabled patients when treating 

Continued on A6

Continued on A8

2020 ELECTION

Long-time Democratic kingmaker 
David Brock’s American Bridge 21st 
Century Foundation accepted an 
anonymous donor’s gift of stock in 
a Chinese internet firm valued at 
more than $100,000.

The stock was in Baidu, a big Chi-
nese tech firm closely tied to the 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) 
that provides internet services. Bai-
du was founded by Robin Li, who is 
an influential delegate to the CCP’s 
Chinese People’s Political Consulta-
tive Conference, according to the 
Continued on A8
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HHS Says Elderly 
and Disabled 
Pandemic Patients 
Have Equal Rights
MATTHEW VADUM

Democrat Advocacy 
Group Received $100K 
in Chinese Internet 
Firm’s Stock

MARK TAPSCOTT

Photographer Makenzie Hollar cap-
tures Andrea and Jeremy Rathbone’s 
wedding on March 19, 2020. 
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Home health aides, 

nannies, and other care 
workers are stepping 
up amid the hardship.
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Pork Plant at Center of South Dakota’s Virus Outbreak Had 
Visit From CCP-Tied Owners Month Before 1st COVID-19 Case

Elizabeth Warren Endorses 
Biden for President

Then-democratic presidential candidate Sen. Elizabeth Warren 
(D-Mass.) (L), with her husband Bruce Mann, announces that she 
is dropping out of the presidential race during a media availability 
outside of her home in Cambridge, Mass., on March 5, 2020.

All of the U.S. Navy’s ships 
currently at sea are virus-
free, according to the top 
U.S general.

The assurance comes the 
day after a sailor from the 
virus-stricken USS Theo-
dore Roosevelt Roosevelt 
became the first active 
military member to die of 
COVID-19.

Despite currently being 
temporarily sidelined in 
Guam due to an outbreak 
onboard, the Roosevelt 
could still quickly be de-
ployed if needed,  Gen. 
Mark Milley, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told 
reporters.

“The only significant CO-
VID-19 issues we are hav-
ing on any of the ships, at 
least reported up to today, 
is the Theodore Roosevelt,” 
he said during a briefing on 
April 14. “The other ships 
that are at sea are COVID-
free.”

The military is prioritiz-
ing safeguarding troops 
who man the nuclear deter-

rent, such as those onboard 
cruise missile submarines.

Crews go into isolation for 
14 days prior to deployment 
and are tested for the virus 
before they set sail, Milley 
said.

The military is currently 
able to test around 9,000 
troops per day in Defense 
Department labs. “We have 
an objective of ramping 
that up to 60,000,” he said.

A single sailor from the 
carrier USS Nimitz—which 
is currently docked and 
preparing for deployment—
had tested positive, he said. 
“But he was out of state, and 
he remains out of state to 
this day. A second sailor 
displayed the symptoms, 
and that sailor was placed 
into isolation and is not on 
the ship.”

The Nimitz is set to pick 
up the baton from the Harry 
S. Truman, which has re-
mained at sea despite com-
ing to the end of its deploy-
ment, to keep the crew safe 
and to keep a carrier group 
ready.

The decision to keep the 
Truman strike group at sea 
in the Atlantic was made to 
ensure that the Navy has at 
least two carriers at sea and 
ready to go at a moment’s 
notice, said Milley.

On April 13, the Navy an-
nounced that four more 

sailors from the USS The-
odore Roosevelt are in a 
hospital being treated for 
COVID-19, with one in in-
tensive care.

“As of today, 94% of USS 
Theodore Roosevelt crew-
members have been tested 
for COVID-19, with 615 
positive and 3,958 nega-
tive results,” said the Navy 
statement. “4,046 Sailors 
have moved ashore.”

Secretary of Defense Mark 
Esper said that of the 615 
crew who tested positive, 
only a little more than 200 

showed symptoms.
“We are understanding 

more about the virus as we 
look at the Roosevelt; we are 
looking at how we expand 
testing,” said Esper.

Citing an ongoing inves-
tigation, Esper and Milley 
both declined to comment 
on questions as to why the 
ship was allowed to dock in 
Da Nang in Vietnam, which 
is where the virus may have 
been brought aboard.

Military leaders continue 
to emphasize that U.S. mili-
tary readiness is high, de-

spite the pandemic, warn-
ing adversaries not to test 
them.

Esper picked up his 
usual refrain saying that 
while Americans should 
and would focus inwardly 
during the pandemic, and 
while the military would 
do all it could to help, his 
primary mission was still 
to safeguard national se-
curity.

Asked whether the mili-
tary is investigating reports 
that the CCP (Chinese 
Communist Party) virus 

was made in a lab in Wuhan 
and accidentally released, 
Milley said: “There’s a lot 
of rumor and speculation 
in a wide variety of media, 
blog-sites, etc.

“It should be no surprise 
to you that we’ve taken a 
keen interest in that, and 
we’ve had a lot of intelli-
gence take a hard look at 
that. I would just say at this 
point that it’s inconclusive 
... although the weight of 
evidence seems to suggest 
natural. But we don’t know 
for certain.”

center of the state’s outbreak 
of the CCP (Chinese Com-
munist Party) virus, com-
monly known as the novel 
coronavirus. South Dakota 
Gov. Kristi Noem wrote in an 
April 11 letter that 238 plant 
employees had contracted 
the virus, accounting for 38 
percent of the state’s con-
firmed cases at the time.

The outbreak has intensi-
fied since. More than 518 
employees have tested posi-
tive for the virus as of April 
15, in addition to 126 non-
employees who have be-
come infected after coming 
into contact with a Smith-
field employee, according 
to the South Dakota Depart-
ment of Health.

Executives from WH 
Group, Smithfield’s parent 
company in China, regu-
larly visit the plant, accord-
ing to two employees. The 
visit preceding the first con-
firmed case didn’t include a 
plant tour and was limited 
to meetings in a separate 
building, another employ-
ee said. The visit took place 
roughly a month after Pres-
ident Donald Trump had 
banned travel from China, 
where the pandemic origi-
nated. All of the employees 
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity.

Three employees told The 
Epoch Times that the com-
pany offered workers a $500 
bonus to keep working after 
the plant had its first con-
firmed case. One employee 
said he or she had informed 

management multiple times 
about feeling ill, but was told 
to keep working. The worker 
eventually tested positive for 
COVID-19.

“Whenever anyone felt sick 
or didn’t feel the best after 
we started becoming short-
staffed, they would try [to] 
keep [you] there no matter 
what,” the employee said.

When asked about man-
agement ignoring reports 
of sickness, another worker 
said the allegation “is com-
pletely false.”

“All employees who felt a 
minimal symptom were sent 
home with a medical rec-
ommendation,” the worker 
said, adding that the plant 
had sanitary and social dis-
tancing measures in place.

Smithfield Foods declined 
to comment to The Epoch 
Times; WH Group didn’t re-
spond to a request for com-
ment.

The Sioux Falls plant al-
ready was under a three-
day shutdown related to the 
outbreak when Gov. Noem 
asked Smithfield to close the 
plant—which processes 4 to 
5 percent of all pork in the 
United States—for at least 
two weeks. Smithfield re-
sponded by shuttering the 
plant indefinitely.

Smithfield said it would pay 
its 3,700 employees for two 
weeks after the shutdown. 
Kenneth Sullivan, Smith-
field’s CEO, described the 
closure of the plant in dire 
terms. The company didn’t 
say whether its Chinese par-
ent company played a role in 
drafting the press release.

“The closure of this facility, 
combined with a growing 
list of other protein plants 
that have shuttered across 
our industry, is pushing our 
country perilously close 
to the edge in terms of our 
meat supply,” Sullivan said. 
“It is impossible to keep our 
grocery stores stocked if our 
plants are not running.”

The 2013 purchase of 
Smithfield Foods by WH 
Group was at the time the 
largest acquisition of a U.S. 
company by a Chinese firm. 
The purchase made WH 
Group—known as Shuan-
ghui International at the 
time—the world’s largest 
pork producer. The takeover 
was approved by the Obama 
administration.

The owner of WH Group, 
Wan Long, holds a seat 
on the National People’s 
Congress, the legislature 
of the CCP. Wan’s path to 
dominance in China’s pork 
market was cleared by Li 
Keqiang, according to an ac-
count by the state-run news 
agency Xinhua, cited by The 
Wall Street Journal. Li is now 
the second-ranking mem-
ber of the Politburo Standing 
Committee of the CCP.

The connection between 
the CCP and the Smithfield 
plant fits a pattern of locales 
and entities with strong ties 
to the communist regime 
being hardest-hit by the 
pandemic. Lured by trade 
benefits or caving to Beijing’s 
pressure, governments and 
officials in many regions 
have taken accommodating 
stances toward the Chinese 
regime.

Last year, amid a hog fever 
outbreak in China, Smith-
field shifted production in 
at least one U.S. plant to ac-
commodate the Chinese 
market. The company did so 
with the knowledge that the 
move could create a short-
age in the United States in 
2020. Smithfield’s director of 
raw materials procurement, 
Arnold Silver, told an indus-
try conference in late 2019 
that sales to China could 
eventually create bacon 
and ham shortages for U.S. 
consumers.

“Down the road, if this 

continues and we ship a lot 
of product to China, certain-
ly I think we could see short-
ages, particularly on hams 
and bellies,” Silver said.

Wan, also the CEO of WH 
Group, began his career at 
a state-run meat process-
ing plant in Luohe, China. 
After climbing up the ranks 
and leading an expansion, 
he bought the firm from the 
government in 2006 for $326 
million. A firm co-founded 
by Winston Wen, the son 
of former CCP head Wen 
Jiabao, invested in the com-
pany after the buyout and, 
at one time, held a 4 percent 
stake, according to WSJ.

While Smithfield’s Sioux 
Falls plant isn’t the only 
U.S. meat-processing facility 
with confirmed COVID-19 
cases among employees, the 
scale of its outbreak is by far 
the worst.

Sanderson Farms, the 
third-largest poultry pro-
ducer in the U.S., reported 
in early April that 15 of its 
employees tested positive 
for the CCP virus. Tyson 
Foods, the world’s second-
largest processor and mar-
keter of chicken, beef, and 
pork, on April 14 reported 30 
confirmed cases at one of its 
Washington plants.

Maple Leaf Foods, Cargill, 
West Liberty Foods, and JBS 
have also closed some plants 
after employees or local resi-
dents were confirmed to 
have COVID-19.

Meat producers and pro-
cessors have temporar-
ily shuttered plants and 
reduced production as they 
carried out measures to pre-
vent outbreaks. The industry 
is also rapidly adjusting to 
a massive shift in demand 
toward supermarkets and 
away from restaurants, 
schools, and other com-
mercial clients that have 
been shut down amid the 
pandemic.

Meat department retail 
sales were 41 percent high-
er at the beginning of April 
compared to the same time 
last year, according to 210 
Analytics.

Jack Phillips and Reuters 
contributed to this report.

Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-
Mass.), once a top Demo-
cratic presidential contend-
er, on April 15 endorsed 
former Vice President Joe 
Biden for the presidency.

Biden, 77, is the presump-
tive Democratic nominee 
after the only rival left in 
the field, Sen. Bernie Sand-
ers (I-Vt.), ended his cam-
paign on April 8.

Warren, 70, announced 
her endorsement in a state-
ment on social media.

“In this moment of crisis, 
it’s more important than 
ever that the next president 
restores Americans’ faith 
in good, effective govern-
ment—and I’ve seen Joe 
Biden help our nation re-
build,” she said.

In a nearly four-minute 
video, the senator who 
once sparred repeatedly 
with Biden on the debate 
stage detailed Biden’s 
childhood and his time 
in office as a senator and 
vice president. Her time 
as a senator working with 
Biden, she said, had con-
vinced her to endorse him.

“He is committed to the 
fight for social, racial, and 
economic justice,” she 
said.

Warren called on sup-
porters to donate $5 to 
Biden and help his cam-
paign by making phone 
calls and sending texts.

“Let’s go to work,” she 
said.

Biden has scored en-

dorsements from nearly 
all of his former rivals. 
Sanders endorsed him this 
week, as did former Presi-
dent Barack Obama.

Obama refrained from 
endorsing a candidate 
until only one was left in 
the field.

Warren and Sanders 
regularly battled with 
Biden during primary de-
bates. They pushed a gov-
ernment takeover of the 
health care industry while 
Biden argued it was too 
radical, promoting a plan 
that would re-implement 
all of the Affordable Care 
Act and add a public op-
tion, or a government-run 
health insurance agency 
that would co-exist with 
private health insurance 
companies.

Biden in November 2019 
took to Twitter to accuse 
Warren of being “conde-
scending,” and he said she 
represented “elitism.”

Biden has made over-
tures to supporters of 
his former rivals, and in 
March endorsed Warren’s 
plan to reform consumer 
bankruptcy laws, includ-
ing allowing relief of stu-
dent loan debt, 15 years 
after they publicly clashed 
over it. He didn’t immedi-
ately respond to Warren’s 
endorsement. He has said 
he’d be open to having 
Warren as his vice presi-
dent.

Katabella Roberts contrib-
uted to this report.

All Navy Ships at Sea Are Virus-Free, Says Top General
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(L–R) Chairman of WH Group Wan Long, then-president and 
CEO of Smithfield Foods Larry Pope, and then-chief financial 
officer of Smithfield Foods Kenneth Sullivan attend a press con-
ference in Hong Kong on April 14, 2014. 

The Nimitz-
class aircraft 
carrier USS 
Carl Vinson 
leads Maritime 
Self-Defense 
Force destroy-
ers during a 
transit the Phil-
ippine Sea on 
April 28, 2017.

COR R ECTION

The article “Coronavirus Relief 
Loans Receive Overwhelming 

Demand From Small Businesses,” 
published on April 9, misstated 

the name of small-business 
owner Ryan Stewman’s company, 
phonesites.com. The Epoch Times 

regrets the error. 
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