
  

ST. ELISABETH’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
The Visitation (Transferred) 

 
June 7, 2026 10:00 AM 

 

Welcome to Saint Elisabeth’s.  We are delighted to have you with us today. 

 
This faith community invites all persons to all levels of participation, leadership and decision-making  
within the church regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity, race, ethnicity, age, physical or  

mental capacity, education, socioeconomic and marital status. We seek to establish meaningful connections  
with one another through work and play and worship as we strive to understand God’s purpose for us  

in the church and in the world. 
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Today at St. Elisabeth’s 
Bishop’s Visitation at St. Elisabeth’s and the Annual Parish Picnic 
The Bishop of Chicago visits Saint Elisabeth’s Church today as we celebrate our patronal 
feast day - the Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (when Mary visited her 
cousin, John the Baptist’s mother, our very own Saint Elisabeth). Bishop Clark will be 
confirming the members of our confirmation class during her visit.  

Following the service, we will gather for our parish picnic which will include a catered grill 
featuring hamburgers, cheeseburgers, brats, hot dogs, and chicken, plus Italian beef.  Please 
sign up on the board in the back hall to bring a salad or desserts, or to help with set up and 
clean up.  In addition, this year's picnic will feature a bounce house and lawn games, along 
with music.  

In the Church Year: Ordinary Time 
The Season after Pentecost is not actually a season with a single common focus, but is 
simply the weeks between the Day of Pentecost and the First Sunday of Advent. It is often 
called “Ordinary Time.” These weeks hold both the slower pace and peaceful quality of 
summer months and the quicker pace and flurry of activity in the early fall. These are our 
“ordinary” days, in which we live the Christian faith in our daily lives.  

During these weeks, as the liturgical scholar Leonel Mitchell puts it, we celebrate “the time in 
which we actually live — the period between the Pentecost and the Second Advent.” Two 
thousand years after the first Pentecost, the church still lives in this “in between” time before 
the fulfillment of time in Christ’s second coming. You might also hear these weeks called 
“the long, green season,” referring both to the green color of the vestments and altar 
hangings for these weeks as well as to the summertime of year in which many of the weeks 
fall in the northern hemisphere.  

After Pentecost we settle into the growing season, nourishing the seeds planted at Easter and 
putting down roots in our faith. – Daily Prayer for All Seasons 
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Entering In 
The following thought and image are intended to reflect something in today’s service. The Practice is intended 

to offer one practical way of living these reflections. 

We would be smart to hear Mary’s “Magnificat” in which she subversively says that God 
“brings down the mighty from their thrones and exalts the lowly”  No wonder this 
courageous woman was chosen to be the mother of the one who told the truth. Jesus must 
have learned some of it from her. -- Richard Rohr 

Practice: Where have you learned to be courageous? Who was your model? How do you 
model Christ-like courage? 
 

 
Visitation of Mary, Jacopo da Pontormo (1494-1556)  
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The Holy Eucharist – Rite II 
The Word of God 

Prelude 

Please rise as able at the ringing of the bell. 

Introit “Locus Iste” 
 Anton Bruckner, Sung by St. Elisabeth’s Choir 

Locus iste a Deo factus est, 
inaestimabile sacramentum, 
irreprehensibilis est. 

This is the Lord's house, which He hath made. 
Profoundly sacred, 
it is beyond reproof. 

 

The Opening Acclamation 
Presider  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
Assembly And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
Presider  There is one Body and one Spirit; 
Assembly There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Presider  One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
Assembly One God and Father of all 
Presider  The Lord be with you. 
Assembly And also with you. 
Presider  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

Assembly Amen. 
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The Song of Praise “O God, beyond all praising” 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship #880, Text: Michael Perry (1942-1996), Music: Thaxted, Gustav Holst (1874-1934) 
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The Collect Revised Common Lectionary Prayers 

Presider God be with you. 
Assembly And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray.  

Blessed God, you fill us with the knowledge of your presence. Let 
your proclamation sound forth from us as from the lips of 
Hannah, Mary, and Elizabeth, announcing the coming of your 
promise and the fulfillment of your desire, we pray this through 
Christ Jesus, our Savior. 

Assembly Amen. 
The people may be seated. 

The Lessons 
The Reading 1 Samuel 2:1-10 
A Reading from the First Book of Samuel. 
Hannah prayed and said, 
“My heart exults in the Lord; 

my strength is exalted in my God. 
There is no Holy One like the Lord, no one besides you; 

there is no Rock like our God. 
Talk no more so very proudly, 

let not arrogance come from your mouth; 
for the Lord is a God of knowledge, 

and by him actions are weighed. 
The bows of the mighty are broken, 

but the feeble gird on strength. 
Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread, 

but those who were hungry are fat with spoil. 
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The barren has borne seven, 

but she who has many children is forlorn. 
The Lord kills and brings to life; 

he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 
The Lord makes poor and makes rich; 

he brings low, he also exalts. 
He raises up the poor from the dust; 

he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes 

and inherit a seat of honor. 
For the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, 

and on them he has set the world. 
He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, 

but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; 
for not by might does one prevail. 

The Lord! His adversaries shall be shattered; 
the Most High will thunder in heaven. 

The Lord will judge the ends of the earth; 
he will give strength to his king, 
and exalt the power of his anointed.” 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people. 
Assembly Thanks be to God. 
Remain seated for the psalm. 
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The Psalm Psalm 113 
Hallelujah! 

Give praise, you servants of the Lord; * 
praise the Name of the Lord. 

Let the Name of the Lord be blessed, * 
from this time forth for evermore. 

From the rising of the sun to its going down * 
let the Name of the Lord be praised. 

The Lord is high above all nations, * 
and his glory above the heavens. 

Who is like the Lord our God, who sits enthroned on high * 
but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth? 

He takes up the weak out of the dust * 
and lifts up the poor from the ashes. 

He sets them with the princes, * 
with the princes of his people. 

He makes the woman of a childless house * 
to be a joyful mother of children. 

Choral Response – Gloria Parti 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son 
And to the Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now,  
and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 
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Sequence Hymn “Unexpected and mysterious” 

 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship #258, Text: Jeannette Lindholm (b 1961), Music: Calvin Hampton (1938-1984) 
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The Gospel Luke 1:39-57 

Gospeler The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Assembly Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 
When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, 
"Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And 
why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as 
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for 
joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what 
was spoken to her by the Lord." 
And Mary said, 

"My soul magnifies the Lord, 
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
and holy is his name. 

His mercy is for those who fear him 
from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; 
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
and lifted up the lowly; 

he has filled the hungry with good things, 
and sent the rich away empty. 
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He has helped his servant Israel, 
in remembrance of his mercy, 

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
to Abraham and to his descendants forever." 

And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her 
home. Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 
Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord. 
Assembly Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon The Rt. Rev. Paula Clark 
A period of silence follows the Sermon, beginning and ending with a chime. 

The Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 
The Candidate(s) will now be presented. 
Presenters I present N. for Confirmation. 
Bishop  Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 
Candidates I do. 

Bishop  Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
Candidates I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior  

and Lord. 
Bishop Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support 

these persons in their life in Christ? 
Assembly We will. 
Bishop Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ 

and renew our own baptismal covenant. 
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The Baptismal Covenant 
Bishop Do you believe in God the Father? 
Assembly I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
Bishop Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
Assembly I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Bishop Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
Assembly I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. 

Bishop Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the 
breaking of the bread, and in the prayers? 

Assembly I will, with God's help. 
Bishop Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into 

sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
Assembly I will, with God's help. 
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Bishop Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God 

in Christ? 
Assembly  I will, with God's help. 
Bishop Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor 

as yourself? 
Assembly I will, with God's help. 
Bishop Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect 

the dignity of every human being? 
Assembly I will, with God's help. 

Prayers for the Candidates Written by the Rev. Adam Spencer 

Bishop Let us now pray for Brody, Carter, Milli, Rocky, and Ryder who 
have renewed their commitment to Christ. 

Intercessor God be with you. 
Assembly And also with you.  
Intercessor Let us pray. 

(Silence) 

O God, Creator of all things, these five confirmands for whom 
we pray to you are all fearfully and wonderfully made by your 
loving power.  You have blessed them, each in a particular way, 
with imagination and curiosity, with gifts and abilities, with 
passions and dreams.  You have crafted no others like them in all 
of your realms of existence.   Continue to work powerfully in their 
lives, strengthening them, uplifting them, rooting and grounding 
them in your unshakeable Being.   Help them, every day, to grow 
more and more into the people that you created them to be.  Ever 
open their hearts to perceive and cherish your loving presence in 
all that you have made. 

Intercessor God in your mercy, 
Assembly Hear our prayer. 
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Intercessor O Jesus, our Teacher, our Friend, our Lord, you walk beside us 

each step of our life’s journey.  And you stand before us, 
beckoning us to learn, to understand, to follow you in everything 
we do.  Be a close and trusted companion to Brody, Carter, Milli, 
Rocky, and Ryder in their pilgrimage of faith.  Let them know that 
they are loved and accompanied and never left alone.  Teach them 
to know you and to walk in your ways - to choose good and not 
evil, service and not selfishness, to stand in solidarity with all who 
suffer, and to pursue that peace, justice, and reconciliation which 
you embody in the Gospel and upon the Cross.  Lead them to 
find in your holy way, O Lord, none other than the path to 
meaningful life and indestructible joy. 

Intercessor God in your mercy, 
Assembly Hear our prayer. 
Intercessor O Holy Spirit, you are the fire of love burning in the deep heart of 

all things whose light shines with the brightness of unending day.  
Enkindle in the hearts of these five persons - and in all our hearts 
- the love with which you lit the stars in the sky.  Breathe in their 
every breath, O Breath of God, and inspire them to live 
courageously and faithfully, and to channel their gifts in your 
service and in service of those around them.  Sustain them day 
after day and give them inquiring and discerning hearts, the 
courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, 
and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works.  Hold us to our 
vows as your holy Church, to support these persons in their life of 
faith - to be friends and teachers, sources of support in sorrow 
and trial, sharers in triumph and in joy.  Enfold them in that great 
Trinitarian community of love and in that communion of holy 
ones which knows no ending. 

Intercessor God in your mercy, 
Assembly Hear our prayer. 
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Intercessor I invite you into a period of silence now in which you are 

encouraged to share your prayers for the confirmands, either 
silently or aloud. 
(Silence) 

Bishop Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of 
your Son Jesus Christ you have overcome sin and brought us to 
yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have 
bound us to your service.  Renew in these your servants the 
covenant you have made with them at their Baptism. Send them 
forth in the power of that Spirit to perform the service you set 
before them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. 

Assembly Amen. 
The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says 

Bishop  Strengthen, O Lord, your servant N. with your Holy Spirit; 
empower him for your service; and sustain him all the days 
of his life. Amen. 

Bishop Almighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand ever be 
over these your servants; let your Holy Spirit ever be with them; 
and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of your Word, 
that they may serve you in this life, and dwell with you in the life 
to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Assembly Amen. 

The Peace 
Presider The peace of Christ be always with you. 
Assembly And also with you. 
The ministers and congregation greet one another in the peace of God. 
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Holy Communion 
Offertory Sentence 
Presider Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, 

an offering and sacrifice to God.                    Ephesians 5:2 

If you are financially able to support the mission of St. Elisabeth’s, please put your offering in 
the collection plate as it is passed or use the QR code to donate online. 

Offertory Hymn “Ave Maria” 
John Michael Trotta, sung by the St. Elisabeth’s Choir 

Ora pro nobis 
 
Ave Maria, gratia plena, 
Dominus tecum. 
Benedicta tu in mulieribus, 
Et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Jesus. 
 
Sancta Maria, Mater Dei, 
Ora pro nobis peccatoribus, 
Nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. Amen. 

Pray for us. 
 
Hail Mary, full of Grace, 
The Lord is with thee, 
Blessed art thou among women, 
And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Pray for us sinners. 
Now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

Please stand as you are able. 

Doxology 

 
 Music: Old 100th 
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The Great Thanksgiving The Book of Common Prayer, Prayer A, Expansive Language 

Presider God be with you. 
Assembly And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts 
Assembly We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Assembly It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Presider It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 

give thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. 
Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused 
a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your 
glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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The Hymnal 1982 #S125, Music: A Community Mass, Richard Proulx (b 1937) 

Presider Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for 
yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to 
evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only 
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one 
of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker of all. 
Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself 
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 
Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This 
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.” 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

All Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
Presider We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in 

this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body 
and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and 
unending life in Christ. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the 
joy of your eternal kingdom. 
All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and 
with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. 

Assembly Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
    heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who  
    trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The presider breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept. 

Presider We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 
Assembly  We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one 

bread. 

The Invitation to Communion 

Presider The Gifts of God for the People of God.   

 
 
 
 
 

All are welcome to come forward to receive Communion or a blessing. Please stand or kneel at the altar 
rail as the choir does. Assist the minister to guide the chalice to your lips. If you would prefer to receive a 

blessing, please cross your arms over your chest. Gluten-free host available upon request.  
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Communion Hymn “O Holy Spirit, by whose breath” 

  

The Hymnal 1982 #502, Text: Rabanus Maurus (776-856), Music: Veni Creator Spiritus 

Please stand as you are able. 
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Post Communion Prayer The Book of Common Prayer, Expansive Language 

Presider Let us pray. 
Assembly  Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us 
with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength 
and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

Welcome and Announcements 

Those traveling and those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Joel & Kara Superfine – June 7 Jim Ferry – June 10 

The Blessing  The Book of Occasional Services 

Presider God the Father, who has loved the eternal Son from before the 
foundation of the world, shed that love upon you his children. 

Assembly Amen. 
Presider Christ who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly 

and heavenly, fill you with joy and peace. 
Assembly Amen. 
Presider  The Holy Spirit, by whose presence Mary became the God bearer, 

give you grace to carry the good news of Christ. 
Assembly Amen. 
Presider  And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. 
Assembly Amen. 
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Closing Hymn “Tell out, my soul” 

 
The Hymnal 1982 #438, Text: Magnificat, Timothy Dudley-Smith (b 1926), Music: Woodlands, Walter Greatorex (1877-1949) 
Dismissal 
Presider Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Assembly Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
 

Please follow the procession outside to the Labyrinth for its rededication and blessing  
by Bishop Clark. 
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The Episcopal Diocese of Chicago 
The Rt. Rev. Paula Clark, Bishop 

 
Saint Elisabeth’s Episcopal Church 

 
Clergy & Staff 

 
The Rev. Adam Spencer 

The Rev. Larry Handwerk 
Walter Aldrich 
Caryl Medsker 
Abigail Pribble 

Elizabeth Clemmitt 

Rector 
Priest Associate 
Director of Music 
Director of Administration 
Director of Children’s Formation 
Associate for Spiritual Wellness 

 

2026 Vestry 
 

Polly Baur 
Robert Fischer, Warden 
Hall Healy 

Fred Johnston 
Jamie Kim  
Carrie Miller-Mygatt, Warden 

Kara Superfine 
Mark Tilton, Treasurer 
John Tuohy, Asst. Treasurer 

 
Sunday Schedule 

 
8:00 a.m. Spoken Eucharist: Rite I 
9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 a.m. Sung Eucharist: Rite II 
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour, Forum, and Sunday School 

 
Office Hours 

Tuesday - Thursday – 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
 

We at St. Elisabeth’s share an adventurous spirit and a commitment  
to radiate God’s love within and beyond our red doors. 

 
 
 

556 Vernon Avenue, Glencoe, IL 60022  847.835.0458  www.steglencoe.org  office@steglencoe.org 


