ATTACHMENT 1

UPDATE FROM EACH COUNTRY

JAMAICA
· The theme of the Days of Recollection for students and teachers at Immaculate High School was In the Stillness of My Mind God Transforms Me. This was in response to the growing level of noise when students changed classes. They implemented Whisper Wednesdays and Transformation Thursdays to encourage silence, which worked well for a while. There is a feeling that students are afraid of silence as silence in their neighborhood is a sign that something bad is about to happen, something is not right. They are trying to help the girls know how to appreciate quiet and silence. 
· Focus on Stewardship between October and December. Students had to do corporate stewardship for outreach, i.e. fundraisers to benefit autistic children, Christmas treat for a home for children. 
· Mass of the Holy Spirit & grade celebration of Mass
· Transitus of St. Clare will be done by Associates for the Sisters and the Blue Sisters
· Days of Recollection theme for Immaculate Conception High School this coming year will be Fill My Cup. 

UNITED STATES
Lucy and Colleen went to St. Thomas University and did a presentation with students on the Seven Last Words of Jesus. This session was videotaped, and Colleen is waiting to receive the file for us to use.
· Colleen and Jo Streva did a retreat at St. Thomas Aquinas high school for tenth grade students.
· Colleen gave a presentation to the Catholic Volunteers in Florida at their retreat in Fort Lauderdale, FL. Florida Catholic Volunteers is interested in doing more with our Congregation.
· Judith shared that in June there was a retreat at the Motherhouse for the sisters. Mary Lou Lafferty OSF, Local Minister invited Judith, Carol Kenyon and Jeannette Reagan to do presentations for the sisters in the healthcare. Presentations had the focus of Franciscan-Clarian themes. 
· Margaret shared information on the Franciscan Institute course on Clare of Assisi given at the Motherhouse for the Poor Clare program. 11 Allegany Franciscan and 6 Secular Franciscan participated with 23 Poor Clare Sisters. 
· Marita shared that the last Transitus of Clare was well received.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Lucy shared that she and Alba are still working to translate the retreat of “Breige O’Hare OSC.” Lucy commented that the learning from this work is how Clare desired to keep alive the spirit of Francis of Assisi. Clare wasn’t about Clare; she was about Christ and Francis’ vision. 

Brazil
· Lilian shared that the committee in Brazil met back in January and have made plans for various activities that would be wonderful if they can be realized.  
· Walk of Mercy was done with all the employees at Santa Casa hospital. Done with the Franciscan Sisters of Divine Mercy at their farm. The walk went from the hospital to the farm and upon arrival the sisters washed the feet of the people. Along the way there were times for prayers, reflection and sharing. 
· Preparation for the Amazon Synod is very much in the focus of the Franciscan Family of Brazil. Six of our Sisters took part in the pre-Synod conference which took place in Para, Brazil. They came back very enthused and hoping that this synod will help in transforming the Church. 
· Education and information on the Amazon Synod are critical as many of our Sisters, Associates and people here in the United States and other countries are unaware that the synod is happening. The Synod of Bishops for the Pan-Amazon region is scheduled to meet in Rome from 6 to 27 October 2019.


BOLIVIA
· Alba Luz shared that during her time in Bolivia she prepared a presentation for the teachers at the Pedegral School on the vocation of being a teacher in the spirituality of Francis and Clare. She prepared a video on this presentation. The teachers were very interested in learning more about Francis and Clare, and Alba’s presentation reflected a universal Francis and Clare, a spirituality that speaks beyond a Catholic faith to all people. Judith suggested looking at how these materials can be used in schools and religious ed programs in the U.S., Jamaica and Brazil. Alba will translate the Spanish into English and send the material to the committee members for all to review and come to the next meeting with ideas how to use it. 
Committee had a Skype conference call with Maria and Elvira at 10:00am on Saturday, July 27th.  Maria and Elvira shared the following:
· Sisters hold a weekly hour of prayer and during this prayer time, they talk about Francis and Clare with those present.  Their goal is to keep the spirituality of Francis and Clare before the people.
· Recognizing Francis and Clare’s love of Jesus in the Eucharist, they are faithful to Mass and devotions to the Body of Christ.  They share these devotions of Jesus with others during their time of catechesis.
· In acknowledgment of Francis’ love for Mother Earth, the sisters are trying to educate the people in their respect for water and recycling which is new to their country.  
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