”My House Shall Be Called a House of Prayer for All People”   Isaiah 56:7
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 The HOUSE of PRAYER for ALL PEOPLE
UPDATE 1, VOL. III
July 5, 2017

TO:		Interested Parties, with Gratitude
FROM:		Kathie Uhler OSF, Project Director 
St. Anthony Convent, 190 Prince Street, New York, NY 10012
kathieuhler@earthlink.net; (c) 917-520-7487; http://www.wnyreligion.net/HoP/
Please make checks payable to “House of Prayer;” mail to Kathie. Thank you.
Dear Ones, All,
[bookmark: _GoBack]This is my first Update on the House of Prayer for All People in 2017, my last was dated April 4, 2016. The HoP vision and mission are still alive with me, the Core Group and the HoP Advisory Board. What is holding up the project is finding a location: the real estate, if you will. Please allow me to summarize this activity.
About a year ago, Brother Tom Barton, of the Franciscan Brothers of Brooklyn, joined the Core Group. (Praise the Lord!) Through Tom’s contacts in the Diocese of Brooklyn, he and I began scouting locations in that part of New York City. We visited a vacated convent in Coney Island. This looked promising until we learned that it had already been promised to another party. We met with clergy and others and were given a tour of Flushing. The neighborhood demographics were mixed and many religions were established there. This was ideal but the rents were too high. 
In the winter, Tom and I met with an auxiliary bishop of the Diocese who encouraged us to contact the bishop with a detailed description of the project. Upon following this advice, the auxiliary bishop related that His Excellency was unable to support the HoP because of, along with other concerns, the position of the Catholic Church on interfaith prayer: this the Church endorses only in ecumenical situations. 
 While this turn of events was disappointing, it was not entirely unexpected. The mission of the HoP is clear that it is merely a place, “not a church or a mosque or a synagogue: it is a place made holy by the people who come there.” (From the HoP Mission Statement.) The HoP is not even a ministry of my religious congregation, the Franciscan Sisters of Allegany, NY. The HoP is religion-neutral, for want of a better term. And, that is the whole point: The HoP is simply to model a world where all people are brothers and sisters of one human family, where they can pray with one voice, for peace, to their Creator God. 
In June, Tom and I did a walk-about in the neighborhoods of Borough Park and Sunset Park in Brooklyn. We had a good feeling about, again, the demographics and the presence of many religions; and the economics were mixed, as well. We are looking further into real estate possibilities there. 
As you may recall, I am in exile from Israel/Palestine until the fall of 2019 -- a five-year ban I incurred while rehabbing a home for the HoP in Jericho, in the West Bank. I have consulted a Palestinian lawyer and a Franciscan leader, both in Jerusalem, about what my options are to address the ban. Their advice included living out the ban and noting that, in any event, one could be suspected of proselytizing and/or trying to start a business under the radar, so to speak. Ironically, the HoP is religion-neutral, as mentioned above, and I never intended it to be under the radar. In fact, the lawyer had advised me early on to register the HoP with both Israel and Palestine. I was planning to do this after the rehab. 
After the last Update, someone wrote who was thinking about this phase of finding a place as: 
“… seeking a ‘mother house’ and that ultimately there will be such houses throughout the world where people of many faiths come to pray for the wisdom and courage to challenge and change whatever threats to human dignity and authentic peace might emerge.” 
I dearly hope and pray that this will be the HoP future. I will end on this note with an invitation to each of you to let me hear from you, too! 
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