Mgdﬁalnut Street
Camden, New Jersey 08103

Spring, 1973
Dear

In February of 1972 we received official permission to live as an
czperimental community" in Camden as had already been proposed in Albany
two years earlier, cuf. AL Newsletter, January 1972 issue. We are
rrateful to the Community and wish to share this summary of what the Lord
nzs been doing for us.

We moved %0-Camden on July 8, 1972 with the rare distinction of
living over Bocco's Funeral Home(the"Bocco Nuns"). Life here has been a
learning to live with the unexpected. The summer months seemed to be our
time to get settled and, from the start, the Lord sent us people: smiling
children; friends and members of the Audubod prayer community who contri-
buted much by way of encouragement, T.L.C., prayers and furniture; peopl
who needed a temporary place to stay and prayerful supporf. Our one am‘pﬁ >
doesn't usually stay that way for very Jong and it has been a joy to us
%o have been able to affer hospitality to verious people including some
of our Jisters passing through the area. Each person has left something
of themselves in partaking of our life herea.

One of the more exaiting and sustaining dimensions of our community
is that we each have experiemced the Lord's love ‘a the charismatic or
pentecostal mowemen$t and this, in turn, influences our prayer life.
Crisis situatiions, individual and group needs and a desire to praise the
Lord and seels His direction he fis together in prayer. Our prayer to~-
gether has no predetermined format but usually is characterized by spon-
taneous sharing, hymns, scripture -and silence. Though originally we saw
prayer a2s a priority in choosing this life-s{yle, increased involvement
in activities and the needs of others have required that we re-establish
that priority from time to time and, in our ehanging and sometimes con-
flicting schedules, provide time for prayer together..

Life at Walmut Street is full of reminders of our great need to de-
pend on the Lord and to support dne another. Having chosen the same life-
style does not remowe all problems and sources of conflict within a com-
munity and "being bora" is paiaful as well as exciting. Yet, we have ex-
perienced His healing power, alone aad together.

Margaret is a member of the core group of the Audubon prayer commu-
nity and we are happy to be in on the beginninge of & new Cumden prayer
group, possibly also a Spanish-speaking group: in the future. Recently
several children of the neighborhood have been joining us for prayer ance
a week, a practice that grew out of their curiosity and a certaia sense
of aaceptance which has developed since July. This area is full of child-
ren and also has its share of lonely old people, often liviag in fear.

We were happy to share our Christmas and Baster here with a few of them
who otherwiss wonld be spending the time alone. In our section of South
Camden lives a mixture of Puer® Ricanas, Italians aud black Americans
subject to prejudice and violence but also full of amuch Deauty and the
wisdom of the poor. We hope sameday to be ehle to share Jesus in the
Fucharist with them here in our home (whea the Bishop grants permission)
but, for the present, Jjoin them in.the parish Masses, where we also teach
CCD to Puerto: Rican children, Sandi and Margaret at FPatima and ILuey at

Mt. Carmel. Margaret teaches in the city CCD program for high school
students held on a monthly baais at the Blackwood Diocesan Center, as well.
We are interested in and supportive of individual and group efforts at
Zorming Christian community and the opportunity for new life for people..
Sandi finds herself counseling young people at the oddest times and Luocy
commoderates a teenage Alboradista srouw (hased on Cursills: movement )

The diversity in jobs and "contacts" has been both enriching and demanding
in terms: of apenness and comsiderationh for each other. Margaret is a .
nurse demiologist ("infection control”) at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital.
Sandl teaches sewenth grade at S8t. Aloysius School, Oaklyn. Both receive

a " Jister's salary" which they deposit in our joint account. Iucy works
a8 co-chaplain to the Camden County Jail (no selary) and does some substi-
tute teaching and wvolunteer social work. '

Trust im the Lord's providence is basic to the life-style that ia
growing here and often we have been able to be an "outlet" for food, cloth-
ing, furniture and even money to others in need. At this time, we are
conscious of being directed into ministries that are new to us, e.g. work-
ing in the jails, with drug addicts, with young people in trouble; the
development of charismatic communities. We ask your prayers that we be
ggmtma;.hm Lu-rd.;; plan is for us locally and as part of the larger

¥ Y. . you 80; many of yom who have given us necourage-
ment and prayerss 4 = £ SRR S

In Jesus,
Sleter Mergaret Gerard Rumsev
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