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Key Findings  
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the New Jersey State Police Forensic & Technical Services 
Section has updated its protocol for collecting and packaging evidence. 
 
Details 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
indicate that COVID-19 may live on shiny, hard surfaces for up to 72 hours. However, if evidence 
collectors gather and package the evidence properly using personal protective equipment (PPE), 
it should not be a long-term concern.  
 
Recommendations for Law Enforcement 
Please review the revised instructions for the collection, 
documentation, and packaging of evidence:  

 Collect evidence as always using proper PPE 
protection.  

 Mark the package with the collection date and time.  
 For evidence potentially exposed to COVID-19, put a 

biohazard sticker on the exterior of the packaging and 
write “C-19” next to the sticker, as demonstrated in 
the image at right. 

 
Indicating the contents may have been exposed to COVID-19 
with a biohazard and “C-19” handwritten next to the sticker 
will alert the forensic practitioners to take the necessary 
precautions when analyzing the evidence. It is also vital that 
evidence collectors indicate the date and time collection on 
the packaging.  
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Contact Information  
Any agency with additional information regarding this topic, or with questions about this product, should contact the 
ROIC Crime Analysis Unit at (609) 963-6900, ext. 6246, or RCC@gw.njsp.org. 
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