Deaconess Kathy Kraiza currently serves as the Education and Interpretation Coordinator for the Texas Conference United Women in Faith (UWF).  As a deaconess, Kathy’s ministries include 3 years as the Executive Director for Justice for Our Neighbors (JFON) Houston and 10 years as Executive Director of Relief Supplies for the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).  Additionally, she served churches in Washington State through youth ministries and Christian education.
A native of Oklahoma, Kathy completed her bachelor’s degree at Oklahoma State University.  Kathy retired from the U.S. Navy after 21 years having served as a Photographic Officer aboard the U.S.S. Abraham Lincoln (CVN72), White House Communications Agency, Atlantic Fleet Intelligence Command and numerous other shore stations.  The organization, management and leadership skills she developed during her naval career were vital to her work with JFON and UMCOR.
Kathy retired from full-time employment in 2020 and now spends her time volunteering with numerous church and UWF activities.  Her 2 adult children and the grandchildren all reside near her in the Humble, Texas area.  Retirement has also provided Kathy the opportunity to spend extended periods of time with her mother in Northwest Oklahoma.

