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 DOING THE RIGHT THING 

 November 3rd will mark the twelfth time that I have cast a vote for the President of the United States.  Full     

disclosure, my preferred candidate has not always won.   Which also means that my preferred candidate didn’t always 

lose.  With each election cycle the amount of information forced upon us has been more than anyone should have to 

process.  The hype used to promote the importance of the current election stretches the limits of one’s imagination.  

 But as I look back in time, I can see that the nation has withstood the test of time again and again.  When all the 

dust settles after this election, the gloom and doomsayers and all the fear mongers will slink quietly away into the dark 

recesses of our society patiently waiting for the next four year cycle to pass when they can once again emerge from hid-

ing to take center stage.  Thankfully, as a nation we have endured.  I do not expect to see that change in my lifetime.    

 Certainly we are an imperfect union.  We struggle with race, gender, and issues of equality.  The fact that we are 

constantly engaged in these struggles would suggest that we live in a country that is worth the many sacrifices that have 

been made and will be made in the future for our democracy to live.    

 A few years ago, the Sunday after a presidential election, I had a parishioner come speak to me.  She said she 

didn’t think she could pray for the new president-elect during the Prayers of the People during our worship services.                 

I listened to her reasons without comment.  When she was finished I spoke with a calm and gentle tone.  I told her that             

I understood and that she didn’t have to pray for someone if she wasn’t comfortable doing so.  That said, I told her she 

could no longer lead the Prayers of the People on Sunday morning.  Essentially, I gave her permission to walk away.    

 A couple of days later, the same parishioner came to my office to speak with me once again.  After thinking it 

over, she had decided that she would give it a try and would pray for the newly elected president.  I nodded in                    

agreement and pointed out that God expects no more or no less from all of us.  We are to try and love our neighbor as 

ourselves.  In the Episcopal Church it has long been our custom to pray for our duly elected officials regardless of political 

affiliation.  We pray for them by name.   We omit no one.    

 So here at All Saints’ we will continue to do the right thing.   We will pray for our elected leaders regardless of 

how we choose to cast our ballots.  We will pray for them because they will definitely need our prayers.  We will pray for 

them because each of us is a child of God created in the image of God.  At this parish church when we say All Saints’ we 

really do mean “All.” 

God’s Peace, 

Fr. Mark+       
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What a Fall Extravaganza! Fall colors were expected to be vibrant in 2020 and they did not disappoint. 

A true blessing for us in East Tennessee. Though the trees lose their leaves, they do it with such beauty 

that sparks comfort for the upcoming season of change. Yes, colder temperatures and fewer hours of 

sunlight are on the way; however, it’s also a time for thanksgiving and gratitude for how God has met 

our needs and blessed us in the past year and always.  

 

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances: for this Is God’s will for you in 

Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

As mentioned previously in the October Saints Alive, I attended the Diocese of East Tennessee Zoom 

meeting to discuss options for planning an online Annual Meeting and elections/voting for new Vestry 

members in consideration of COVID-19. Since All Saints’ has online and in-person services, we need 

to provide options for those who do not attend in person and those who may decide not to attend the 

day of the Annual Meeting which is January 24, 2021. The Administration Committee will continue to 

review the options provided and will meet via Zoom to determine the most practical and comprehen-

sive method for absentee balloting/voting and provide a recommendation to the Vestry at the Novem-

ber 12th meeting. If you have input for this process, please contact me or members of the Administra-

tion Committee. (Victor Bailey, Bob Harmon, Mary Ann Mills, Judy Potter-Yates, Carol Jean Webster, 

Sue Justis and Mark Joyce).  

 

Our annual stewardship in-gathering service is All Saints’ Day, November 1st. If you haven’t made a 

pledge for 2021, the Vestry urges you to prayerfully consider supporting our mission.  

 

“You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your 

generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” 2 Corinthians 9:11 

 

I hope each of you have a blessed and safe Thanksgiving! I look forward to 

the day we can all worship together. 

God’s peace, 

Susan Fuhr, Senior Warden 
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Parish family, it seems the Holidays are once again upon us.   

Let us find JOY even as we live with the COVID pandemic by 

cultivating inner peace and helping others.  

 

       FOOD on FOOT will NOT collect pajamas this year due to COVID constraints.    We are asking 

for donations for FOOD on FOOT to help with bag gifts for small children as well as food bags for 

each family unit that signs up.   November is the time to help them prepare gifts for Christmas. 

Please send any donation you can to:    FOOD on FOOT,  P.O. BOX 2129    Morristown Tn 37816  

 

      

 

 

 

 

 We are going to try and fill the altar again this year with cans of food for Central Services.  

We will have 2 collection containers at the church, one in the narthex for those who come to 

church and the other near church office across from Lynne Ann for drop off.  Let us start bringing 

food in November and collect through December to be delivered for the New Year.   Central Ser-

vices can use all canned items, but really need protein items such as canned fish, canned meats, 

peanut butter, canned ravioli, and beans.  Prefer no glass. 

 

 M.A.T.S. is using our PIT to smoke turkeys for their annual fund raiser.  They will sell meats, 

baked goods, and host local venders for gifts on November 25th.     If you need a smoked turkey 

($40) or spiral ham ($35) for Thanksgiving, order by calling 423-587-9215.   They will be ready or 

pick up November 25th.  Let us support the homeless via M.A.T.S.!  

 

Martie Anderson, Outreach Liaison 
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This is a difficult time for many 

people. If you hear of anyone in 

need of help with meals or such, 

please contact me   

423.231.8372 

or Lynne Ann in the church  

office 423.586.6201 

                         

 Brooke White 

  Vestry Liaison for Pastoral Care 

 

 

Hello, Everyone!    

 

As you know it's been months since we've been able to gather together, at our church, 

and share a meal or even coffee!!  I wish I could tell you when out next celebration will 

be.  Since I can't, I'm just going to take a deep breath and have faith that all will work out 

for the best.  When that time does come, I will welcome your help. 

 

I wish you and your families a Happy Thanksgiving Day! 

 

Linda Haas - Parish Life Liaison 
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"Once there was a tree…." 

Shel Silverstein 

One of my earliest childhood memories is when I was around four years old.  We lived in 

a neighborhood where there was a large willow tree.  I would sit in the shade under the 

umbrella of its branches and pretend the dome under which I sat was my house.  Some-

times I would grab on to the willow tree's branches and swing in the breeze as though 

living in a jungle.  I would play there for what seemed like hours. I loved that tree. 

In this season of Thanksgiving, I am called to remember all the things in which I am 

thankful for:  my health, my job as a nurse caring for those who are sick or lonely and in 

need.  I am thankful for my family, my friends, my home, my puppy dogs.  I am thankful 

for the nourishment of food, good conversation and the opportunities to share them. 

But, mostly, as the trees around us change from their various shades of green to those 

magnificent hues of red, yellow, and orange, I am thankful for my life - specifically, my life 

within this church. 

I am especially thankful for the outpouring of the sincere joy and love expressed to me 

during the planning of our daughter's wedding which was originally slated for April of 

this year. Although that turned out to not be the case - I am still feeling the virtual hugs of 

love, happiness, and generosity of All Saints'. 

To me, All Saints' is just like Shel Silverstein's classic The Giving Tree.  A book which I 

have read many times and have shared with my daughters…. A story of selfless giving …. 

And humble receiving …. A story of love, hope, and happiness.  A 

story which reflects all that this church has been to me for near 30 

years. And I am certain has been for others within and outside its 

walls…. And continues to be. 

This Thanksgiving, I am thankful all the more for family, friends, 

church….. and trees.  The gifts which God blessed all of us with for 

~ Life ~ literally.                                                                   

  '…and they were happy.' The Giving Tree 

 

I pray you a Blessed and Most Happy Thanksgiving ~ 

Peace, 

Sarai 



                                         Page 6  

 

 November  2020 

 

 

 

 

 

Almighty and gracious Father, we give thee thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and for 
the labors of those who harvest them. 

 

It is in this fall season and with the fall harvest that we At All Saints look to our approaching new 
year to plant new crops. With this planting we look for servant leaders to guide our parish in the 
harvest of the new years bounty. It is my pleasure to announce the candidates for 2021 Vestry, who 
have so graciously agreed too have their names placed into consideration, and that will be voted on 
during the January 24th 2021 annual church meeting. Each Parish member meeting the                     
requirements to participate in the annual election will select 4 of the 7 candidates. Please watch for 
the candidates biographies to be loaded onto the church web page and know that we have an                
amazing group of prospective candidates that each deserve prayerful consideration. 

 

Cindy Husk 

Danny Turner-Wines 

Colleen Andrews-Roach 

Alex Cunningham 

Chris Sharp 

Dan Leonard 

Noah Adkins 

 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your 
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the                 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may 
show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, 
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

Respectfully Submitted with Thanksgiving and Praise, 

Victor Bailey, Administration Vestry Liaison 
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As we head into the holiday season let us all do our best to understand the ordeals that many are fac-

ing with disease, financial hardship, political upheaval, family stresses, school challenges, addictions, 

and personal struggles.  This time of year is always hard on some, but we have so many other 2020 

bumps in our roads that more people than ever will need to be blessed with God’s grace.  As Christians 

we can all help other by doing as we have been taught:   

 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 

This is the first and great commandment. 

 

And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 

 

Love and God’s peace to all. 

Bill Connellee 

 EfM (Education for Ministry) has been meeting each Wednesday                     

evening since January of this year.  We switched to a Zoom format in April 

and it has continued to be a time of enriched learning, conversation, and                 

worship to our class of seven participants. 

 Our last class for this year will be in December and one of our                        

participants, Susan Fuhr, will have completed all four years of the                       

curriculum!   

 After December, EfM will be taking a hiatus until September 2021.     

We would love to have you join in when we begin again.  If  you are                  

interested - or even just curious - please feel free to speak with me or Susan 

to find out more about it or ~ go to the Education for Ministry website at 

efm.sewanee.edu for more information. 

Deacon Sarai 
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Father Mark will host Bible Study every         

Wednesday at 11:00AM 

Via Zoom.  The link is 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2536918581 

 

Meeting ID: 253 691 8581  

 

 

Lin Mitrik; Campbell Maben; Lyn Leach; Kim Walker, sister of Lyn Walton;  
Dan Westmoreland; Jim Stoltz; Bobby Marcum; Sandi Morgan;  Pam Mar-
tin;  John Frederick; Mike Parta; Norma Hall; Diane Baker; Louise Dyer; 
Linda Dietrich; Mary Hepler; Lisa Wright; Marilyn Acuff; Bill  Auton; Allie 
Barnard; Alicia Scott;  Cade Fugate; Jim & Rose Murphy; Robin Miller; 
Leslie      Collins; Randy White; Dick & Sheila Rice; Jackson Orio; Lynne 
McCoy; Doug Burroughs;     Linda Nash; the family of Alice Shugart  

 

Diocesan Prayer Cycle: Our sister missions in South Dakota: St. Eliza-
beth's, Wakpala; St. James', Mobridge; St. John's, Bullhead; St. Paul's, Little Eagle 

 

Those in the Armed Forces & First Responders: Austin & Luke Whitelaw; Gryfin Broyles; Jef-
frey Torres; Tim Herzog; Hayden & Hunter Dome 

 

Altar Flower dedications in October 

 

In thanksgiving & celebration for the birthday                      
of our son, Brian,  

by Jim & Susan 

 

In honor of the 34th birthday                                      
of my daughter, Lindsay, 

by Susie Carter 

 

In thanksgiving for the birthdays  

of David Garrett and his brother, Daniel, 

by David & Virginia Garrett 

 

In celebration of our 6th Wedding Anniversary 

by John & Kathy Litz 

 

in honor of Jack’s birthday and in thanksgiving 
for the blessings of our family 

by Judy Yates 

 

In remembrance of Billy Adams, our son 

by Jerry & Tykie Feldmann 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2536918581
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Special Prayer for Those afflicted 

with Covid -19 

 

O God, the strength of the weak and 

the comfort of sufferers; Mercifully            

accept our  prayers, and grant to your 

servants the help of your power, that 

sickness may be turned into health, 

and our sorrow into joy; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BCP, page 456 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

01 Jack Fishman, Bill Bennett,                           

 Rodney Collins 

02 Cindy Selby, Dillon & Danny                     

 Turner-Wines 

04 Steven Torres 

05 Carolyn Dean 

10 Matthew Sawyer 

12 Jean & Skeet Jones* 

14 Al Herzog 

17 Kathryn & John Hutchins* 

18 Barbara Thompson, Jim Simerl  

19   Ginger Goolsby 

20 Norma Hall, Micaela Holland 

23 Alice Westmoreland,                                            

 Colleen & Tim Andrews-Roach 

24 Taryn Herzog 

25 Chantal Combs,                                                   

 Nancy & Jack Fishman* 

26 Rebecca Chandler 

28 Richard Dixon, Sharon Oats 

29 Wanda Kirby 
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We hope to keep seeing you online 
as we continue live-streamed services on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 

 
Based on feedback from the congregation, All Saints' has adopted a platform to support ON-LINE giving for the 
church. We have chosen Vanco as our platform partner based on their positive recommendations from several local 
churches and their ability to integrate with our existing database software PowerChurch. You may do this at the 
church website, https://allsaints.dioet.org/ 
 
   Website      Mobile App 
                                                                                                                  
 
 

 

 

There will be a memorial service for Sam Simerl, son of Jim and Martha,                     

on Sunday, November 15, 2020 at 3:00PM  

The service will be held outdoors at their home,  

300 Holston Terrace Drive, Rogersville, TN 37857.   

Sam’s ashes will be buried and a tree will be planted in his memory.  

Social distancing and masks will be required. 

 

Please bring a folding chair if needed.  

RSVP @jimsimmartha@gmail.com 

https://allsaints.dioet.org/
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Thank you to our Altar Guild for continuing to work behind the scenes as you always have—faithfully—and for be-
ing flexible during this pandemic. You are a vital part of All Saints’ worship experience and can always be depend-
ed upon for numerous important tasks from filling oil candles to vesting the chalice. Altar Guild is also a great way 
to participate in worship even if you are not yet ready to come in person during the Sunday service. 

 

November 1 - Team 4 - All Saints - WHITE 

November 8 - Team 1 - Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
November 15 - Team 2 - Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
November 22 - Team 3 - Last Sunday after Pentecost - Christ the King - WHITE  
November 29 - Team 4 - First Sunday of Advent 
December 6 - Team 1 - Second Sunday of Advent  
December 13 - Team 2 - Third Sunday of Advent 
December 20 - Team 3 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 24 - Team 4 - Christmas Eve - WHITE  
December 25 - Team 1 - Christmas Day 

December 27 - Team 2 - First Sunday after Christmas  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I believe it has already been said but it bears repeating, a huge THANK YOU to all who participate in our 

worship services both in front and behind the scenes. Your willingness to step up during this pandemic to 

do whatever is needed to keep our worshipping community connected, both online and in-person when 

possible, is so vital and important in countless ways. It’s because of you that All Saints’ continues to thrive 

despite these hard times. Whether it be our rector and vestry figuring out and implementing covid              

protocols; selecting and installing new video equipment, training sound and now new video techs; new 

order of service typesetting and printing; our clergy, organist, altar guild, and flower guild adapting, choir 

members even doubling as acolytes and lectors, and a soon to be bell choir rehearsing. I probably forgot to 

list something important that is also getting done for All Saints’ worship, if so tell me, but just know that 

MUCH has been accomplished in numerous ways by MANY servants of All Saints'. Because of this, we will 

emerge stronger than ever and will be in need once again of more acolytes, ushers, eucharistic ministers, 

and everyone who comes together before, during, and after each and every worship service.  

 

Carolyn Dean  - Vestry Worship Liaison 
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I would like to thank everyone who participated in our first ever “ZOOM” Lasagna Church Supper, 
especially the musicians – Ryan Garber, Henry Selby, Paige Mattocks & Lauren Joyce Opeil who 
provided their talents for a relaxing evening of fun, food and fellowship at a distance.   
 
I also need to thank our Zoom host Fr. Mark Holland for supporting our efforts and minimizing the 
technical clichés which inherently occur when you are trying something new.   
 
The funds raised will go into the Parish Discretionary Fund to help those in affected by COVID-19. 
Thank you all for your continued support.   
 
Keep the faith.  We are all God’s hope for the future. 
 
Mark Joyce 
Evangelism Committee  

 

Shout out to Glenn Thompson for his 

many hours and excellent work keeping 

our church landscaping in tip top shape. 

Thank you, Glenn, Thank You!!!! 


