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Yorkville CUSD 115 Volleyball Program Teams Up to Support  

Hoover Forest Preserve Projects 
 
Over 100 students, coaches and parents from the Y115 Girls’ Volleyball Program 

worked alongside Kendall County Forest Preserve District staff and volunteers to 

provide a day of service to support projects underway at Hoover Forest Preserve.  

Student athletes and volunteers contributed a combined 250 hours to help maintain the 

preserve’s butterfly garden, prepare the Native-American village site for fall public 

programs, and install native-plants into a new “Hobbit tunnel” nature playground feature 

currently under construction. 

Kendall County Forest Preserve District Director, David Guritz stated “the timing could 

not have been better.  We had several projects at Hoover that needed help, and the 

support received from Y115 was a perfect fit.” 

The Y115 Girls’ Volleyball Program’s day of service ties directly into preserve 

improvement projects supported by the Forest Foundation of Kendall County. 

The Forest Foundation of Kendall County, in partnership with the Kendall County Forest 

Preserve District has launched efforts to restore the prairie and oak-woodland habitats 

at Hoover Forest Preserve in Yorkville.  Hoover Forest Preserve is located within the 

Fox River Oak-Woodland Corridor, a priority conservation focus area for the Chicago 

region.  Hoover Forest Preserve is a 350-acre preserve acquired in 2007 from the Boy 

Scouts of America - Chicago Area Council.  Today, Hoover Forest Preserve serves as a 

regional environmental education center and campground destination, and host site for 

community and private rental events.   

The 18-month restoration project will begin efforts to eradicate invasive honeysuckle 

and buckthorn from preserve woodlands, and enhance prairie plant community 

diversity. 

The Forest Foundation is also working to complete a new “Hobbit tunnel” feature at the 

Hoover Forest Preserve Nature Play Space, a natural playground under development at 

Hoover Forest Preserve designed to connect children and families to nature.  The 

Forest Foundation is supporting the ongoing development of the playground through 

donations and contributions from Natural Beginnings Early Learning Program parents, 

foundations, private individuals, and area businesses.   

 



 

The District’s President, Judy Gilmour participated in the work day.  Gilmour, who is a 

retired school teacher and Kendall County Board member, was “happy to be part of the 

successful workday, and grateful for the community support received from the Y115 

Girls’ Volleyball program and Forest Foundation volunteers.” 

Previous projects completed at the Hoover Nature Play Space include Stephanie’s 

Garden dedicated in memory of Stephanie Harvey-Tansey, a working mud kitchen, a 

play house and butterfly garden overlook deck, and a children’s stage.   

The Hoover Nature Play Space is located behind The Rookery education center, home 

to the District’s award-winning Natural Beginnings Early Learning Program.  The Natural 

Beginnings program and Nature Play Space were showcased earlier this month as part 

of a recent international “World of Wonder” conference attended by over 400 educators, 

including the Natural Beginnings program staff that also developed a field trip, tour and 

early-learning curriculum showcase for participating educators. 

Both projects are getting underway with support from two separate grants awarded to 

the Forest Foundation by the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation.  For the 

restoration project, the Forest Foundation is working to raise $7,000 in matching 

donations in order to receive $21,000 through the grant program.  Funds raised in 

excess of the $7,000 match will be used to complete the “Hobbit tunnel” feature and 

continued restoration efforts at Hoover Forest Preserve. 

The Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation (ICECF) was established in 
December 1999 as an independent foundation with a $225 million endowment provided 
by Commonwealth Edison. The Foundation has awarded a total of 79 Community 
Stewardship and 92 Public Amenities and Events grants to date, helping nonprofits like 
the Forest Foundation to care for habitat and improve public access and enjoyment at 
natural areas located throughout Illinois. To learn more about ICECF’s Energy and 
Natural Areas grant programs, visit www.illinoiscleanenergy.org. 

Individuals interested in volunteering and contributing to the Forest Foundation’s 

matching-grant efforts are encouraged to contact the Forest Foundation at 

kcforest@co.kendall.il.us, or call (630) 553-4131 for more information.   

All donations are tax-deductible, and can be contributed online using the “Donate” 

PayPal link at http://www.kendallforest.com, or by direct mail to: 

 
Forest Foundation of Kendall County 
Hoover Community Stewardship Challenge Grant Program 
PO Box 143 
Yorkville, Illinois 60560 
 

 
--END-- 

http://www.kendallforest.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Figure 1: KCFPD Logo 

Figure 2: Forest Foundation of Kendall County logo 

Figure 3: Hoover Forest Preserve Trail Marker 



 

 
 
 


