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2025-26 ROAD TO THE KENTUCKY DERBY 
 

HOW TO GET INTO THE KENTUCKY DERBY STARTING GATE – The Road to the Kentucky Derby presented by Woodford Reserve is 
a series of races that awards points to the top five finishers in each race. The top 17 point-earners will earn a spot in the starting gate for the 152nd   
running of the Kentucky Derby presented by Woodford Reserve (Grade I), which is scheduled for Saturday, May 2, 2026. Up to two invitations will be 
extended to the top point-earners in the Euro/Mideast Road to the Kentucky presented by Woodford Reserve and one invitation will be extended to 
the top point-earners in the Japan Road to the Kentucky Derby presented by Woodford Reserve. The Kentucky Derby field has been limited to 20 
starters since 1975. At least 20 horses have entered the 1 ¼-mile race for 3-year-olds in 24 of the last 27 years. 
 

Road to the Kentucky Derby Leaderboard 
 

 
Rank 

 
Horse 

 
Points 

 
Owner(s) 

 
Trainer 

Non-Restricted 
Stakes Earnings 

1 Ted Noffey 40 Spendthrift Farm LLC Todd Pletcher $1,602,963 
2 Litmus Test 19 SF Racing LLC (Gavin Murphy), Starlight Racing (Jack Wolf et al), 

Madaket Stables LLC (Sol Kumin), Stonestreet Stables LLC 
(Barbara Banke), Dianne Bashor, Determined Stables (Matt 
Dorman), Golconda Stable (Ben Goldberg), Waves Edge Capital 
LLC (W. Gregg Slager) & Catherine Donovan 

Bob Baffert $302,188 

3 Mr. A. P. 15 Holly & David Wilson Vladimir Cerin $340,000 
4 Intrepido 13 Dutch Girl Holdings LLC & Irving Ventures LLC Jeff Mullins $240,000 
5 Universe 13 4 G Racing LLC (Brent Gasaway), Gregg Day, Steven Crain & 

Magdalena Racing (Sherri McPeek) 
Kenny McPeek $184,650 

6 Spice Runner 11 Winchell Thoroughbreds LLC Steve Asmussen $247,426 
7 Napoleon Solo 10 Gold Square LLC Chad Summers $275,000 
8 Further Ado 10 Spendthrift Farm LLC (Eric P. Gustavson) Brad Cox $242,470 
9 Express Kid 10 Steve Haahr Wade Rarick $199,900 

10 My World 10 Robert V. LaPenta & Madaket Stables LLC Brad Cox $165,000 
11 Strategic Risk 10 John C. Oxley Mark Casse $154,500 
12 Paladin 10 Mrs. John Magnier, Michael B. Tabor, Derrick Smith, Peter M. 

Brant, Brook T. Smith & Summer Wind Equine LLC 
Chad Brown $137,500 

13 Incredibolt 10 Pin Oak Stud LLC (Jim & Dana Bernhard) Riley Mott $122,070 
14 Chip Honcho 10 Leland Ackerley Racing LLC Steve Asmussen $60,000 
15 Brant 9 Zedan Racing Stables Inc. Bob Baffert $360,000 
16 Balboa 9 SF Racing LLC, Starlight Racing, Madaket Stables LLC, 

Dianne Bashor, Determined Stables, Golconda Stable, Waves 
Edge Capital LLC & Catherine Donovan 

Brittany Russell $132,000 

17 Very Connected 6 Dream Big Racing LLC (John Wade) Kenny McPeek $42,525 
18 Comport 5 Joseph W. Sutton Eddie Kenneally $264,050 
19 Desert Gate 5 Michael E. Pegram, Karl Watson & Paul Weitman Bob Baffert $210,000 
20 Blackout Time 5 Brookdale Racing Inc., Lance Gasaway & Magdalena Racing Kenny McPeek $128,375 
21 Talkin 5 Reeves Thoroughbred Racing, Pine Racing Stables, Legendary 

Thoroughbreds, Belmar Racing and Breeding LLC & R. A. Hill 
Stable 

Danny Gargan $101,250 

22 Silent Tactic 5 John C. Oxley Mark Casse $67,630 
23 Arctic Beast 5 Paradise Farms Corp., JP Racing Stable, David Staudacher, Zilla 

Racing Stables & Jennifer Rice 
Mike Maker $60,000 

24 Renegade 5 Robert & Lawana L. Row & Repole Stable Todd Pletcher $50,000 
25 Blacksmith 5 Wathnan Racing Bob Baffert $40,000 
26 Liberty National 5 Brookdale Racing Inc. & Fern Circle Stables Kenny McPeek $20,000 
27 Baytown Dreamer 3 Baytown Partnerships Paul McEntee $131,410 
28 Plutarch 3 Mrs. John Magnier, Michael B. Tabor & Derrick Smith Bob Baffert $80,000 
29 Soldier N Diplomat 3 St. Elias Stable (Vincent Viola) Steve Asmussen $57,350 
30 Royalamerican 3 C. R. Trout C. R. Trout $33,000 
31 Vost 3 OXO Equine LLC (Lawrence Best) Will Walden $28,875 
32 Provenance 3 Spendthrift Farm LLC Bob Baffert $24,000 
33 Enforced Agenda 3 St. Elias Stable George Weaver $18,000 
34 Crown the Buckeye 3 Paradise Farms Corp., David Staudacher & Hooties Racing LLC Mike Maker $11,000 
35 Diciassette 2 Green With MV Stable Patrick Biancone $68,337 
36 Civil Liberty 2 Great Friends Stables & Mark D. Davis Doug O’Neill $54,000 

 
 

-more- * Florida-bred 
Bold = Update from previously published Leaderboard. 
Strikethrough = Sidelined, inactive or appears to be no 
longer under serious Kentucky Derby consideration.
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2025-26 ROAD TO THE KENTUCKY OAKS 
 
HOW TO GET INTO THE KENTUCKY OAKS STARTING GATE – The Road to the Kentucky Oaks is a series that awards points to the top 
five finishers in each race. The top 14 point-earners nominated to the Longines Kentucky Oaks will earn a spot in the starting gate for the 152nd 
running of the Longines Kentucky Oaks (Grade I), which is scheduled for Friday, May 1, 2026. The 1 1/8-mile Oaks is the nation’s premier race for 3-
year-old fillies. At least 14 horses have entered the race in 10 of the last 11 years (a rescheduled September 2020 is the lone exception). 
 
Road to the Kentucky Oaks Leaderboard 
 

 
Rank 

 
Horse 

 
Points 

 
Owner(s) 

 
Trainer 

Non-Restricted 
Stakes Earnings 

1 Super Corredora 30 Spartan Equine Racing LLC, West Point Thoroughbreds, Robert C. 
Gardiner & Michael W. Olszewski 

John Sadler $1,040,000 

2 Explora 25 Michael E. Pegram, Karl Watson & Paul Weitman Bob Baffert $520,000 
3 Dazzling Dame 22 Respect the Valleys LLC Brittany Russell $213,525 
4 Percy’s Bar 14 Hat Creek Racing Ben Colebrook $503,620 
5 Tommy Jo 13 Spendthrift Farm LLC Todd Pletcher $622,963 
6 Life of Joy 12 Will Stroud, Andrew Farm (Richard Brodie), Mountmellick Farm 

(David Fennelly) & For the People Racing Stable LLC (T. Mike 
Morgan) 

Brad Cox $141,420 

7 Iron Orchard 10 CSLR Racing Partners & R. A. Hill Stable Danny Gargan $240,000 
8 Bella Ballerina 10 Godolphin LLC (Sheikh Mohammed Al Maktoum et al) Brendan Walsh $238,440 
9 Zany 10 Repole Stable Todd Pletcher $137,500 

10 Taken by the Wind 10 Magdalena Racing (Sherri McPeek), Terry Bradshaw & Graham 
Leveston 

Kenny McPeek $136,710 

11 Consequent 10 Juddmonte Bob Baffert $120,000 
12 Hit Parade 10 Gary and Mary West Brad Cox $60,000 
13 Two Bits 10 EGL-One Racing Amelia Green $36,000 
14 The Grumpy Rabbit 8 Edwin C. Anthony Kenny McPeek $103,888 
15 Believable 7 Repole Stable Todd Pletcher $58,000 
16 Meaning 6 Bridlewood Farm & Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners Michael McCarthy $100,000 
17 Rileytole 5 L. William & Corinne Heiligbrodt Saffie Joseph Jr. $116,000 
18 Jumping the Gun 5 Imaginary Stables Andrew Simoff $115,000 
19 La Wally 5 Muir Hut Stables LLC Mark Glatt $96,000 
20 Atropa 5 Belladonna Racing LLC (Porsche Brooks), Twin Brook Stables 

(Bruce Fenimore), Woodford Racing LLC (William S. Farish Jr.) & 
B.C.W.T. Ltd. (Barbara C. Webber) 

Cherie DeVaux $77,400 

21 Miss Complicated 5 Six Column Stables LLC, Bret Jones, Gene E. Rice, Jim Gladden, 
David Stanley & Randall L. Bloch 

Ian Wilkes $59,100 

22 Go to Girl 5 WSD Stable Kenny McPeek $58,483 
23 Cashed 5 Reddam Racing LLC Doug O’Neill $40,000 
24 Luv Your Neighbor 5 Lael Stables Mike Stidham $21,500 
25 Midnite Ginny 4 David N. Heaton Jose Lozano Sanchez $9,000 
26 La Ville Lumiere 3 Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners, Sabby Racing LLC & Ken T. 

Reimer 
Michael McCarthy $55,000 

27 Five Bars 3 Stuart S. Janney III Shug McGaughey III $48,000 
28 Just Singing 3 Whisper Hill Farm LLC (Mandy Pope) Kent Sweezey $38,700 
29 Concurrently 3 Klaravich Stables Inc. Chad Brown $30,000 
30 Joke Maker 3 Naoya Yoshida Rodolphe Brisset $29,550 
31 Nimah 3 Zedan Racing Stables Inc. Bob Baffert $24,000 
32 Pashmina 3 Red White and Blue Racing LLC Rob Atras $11,000 
33 Shilling 2 Fern Circle Stables Kenny McPeek $97,500 
34 Steer Clear 2 Spendthrift Farm LLC & Repole Stable Todd Pletcher $24,000 

Career: $99,000 
35 Cosmic Heat 2 Burns Racing LLC & William Dan Hudock Doug O’Neill $24,000 

Career: $45,000 
36 Americathegreat 2 Gary Barber & D. J. Stable LLC (Leonard C. Green) Mark Casse $20,913 
37 Banzai Betty 2 Kristine M. Chandler George 

Papaprodromou 
$12,000 

38 Have Faith 2 Holy Cow Stable LLC Dallas Stewart $6,000 
Career: $92,760 

39 Britain 2 Amo Racing USA LLC Chad Brown $6,000 
Career: $62,950 

40 Himika 1 Baoma Corp. Bob Baffert $186,822 
41 Actis 1 Joel Politi Tom Amoss $63,000 
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* Florida-bred 
Bold = Update from previously published Leaderboard. 
Strikethrough = Sidelined, inactive or appears to be no 
longer under serious Kentucky Derby consideration.


