Lessons and Prayers Epiphany 4 2.2.25

Introduction: In today’s lesson, the prophet Malachi spoke to the Israelites who
have returned from captivity in Babylon. The prophet reminds them that they did
not perish in captivity because God took care of them. Then, he accuses them of
“robbing God” by not giving their portion and offering. God then promises
abundant blessings to those who faithfully obey his command and that they will
become the Land of Delight.

Malachi 3:6-12

| the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, have not

perished. Ever since the days of your ancestors you have turned aside from my
statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and | will return to you, says

the Lord of hosts. But you say, “How shall we return?”

Will anyone rob God? Yet you are robbing me! But you say, “How are we robbing
you?” In your tithes and offerings! You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing
me — the whole nation of you! Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that
there may be food in my house, and thus put me to the test, says the Lord of
hosts; see if | will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you
an overflowing blessing. | will rebuke the locust for you, so that it will not destroy
the produce of your soil, and your vine in the field shall not be barren, says

the Lord of hosts. Then all nations will count you happy, for you will be a land of
delight, says the Lord of hosts.



Psalm 84:7-12

Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer;
hearken, O God of Jacob.

Behold our defender, O God,;
and look upon the face of your Anointed.

For one day in your courts
is better than a thousand in my own room.

To stand at the threshold of the house of my God
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.

For the Lord God is both sun and shield;
he will give grace and glory;

No good thing will the Lord withhold
from those who walk with integrity.

O Lord of hosts,
happy are they who put their trust in you!

Hebrews 4:12-13

The word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the
thoughts and intentions of the heart. And before him no creature is hidden, but all
are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an
account.



Luke 2:22-40

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, the
parents of Jesus brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is
written in the law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to
the Lord"), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of
the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons."

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would
not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit,
Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to
do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and
praised God, saying,

"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of
all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people
Israel."

And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for
the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so
that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed-- and a sword will pierce your
own soul too."

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She
was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage,
then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped
there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began
to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the
redemption of Jerusalem.

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned
to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong,
filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.



