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Regard the patience of our Lord  
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Prelude              Dale Hooey  

 

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 
land of  deep darkness on them light has shined. For a child has been born for us, a 
son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of  Peace.    Isaiah 9:2, 6 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of  your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen.  
 

Lighting of  the Advent Candle 
 

Hymn of  Praise O Come O Come, Emmanuel     verses 1 & 2   Hymnal #56 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,  
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of  God appear.   
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, thou Wisdom from on high, who orderest all things mightily;  
To us the path of  knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go.   
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
  

The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 

Merciful God, you sent prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our 
salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet 
with joy the coming of  Jesus Christ our Redeemer, through his name we pray.  Amen. 
 

The Lessons  Please be seated for the reading of  the lessons 
 

A reading the book of  2 Peter      2 Peter 3:8-18 
 

Do not ignore this one fact, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think 
of  slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to 
repentance. But the day of  the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will 
pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth 
and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of  persons ought you to 
be in leading lives of  holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of  
the day of  God, because of  which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the 
elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new 
heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 
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Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at 
peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of  our Lord as salvation. So also 
our beloved brother Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, speaking of  
this as he does in all his letters. There are some things in them that are hard to 
understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do 
the other scriptures. You therefore, beloved, since you are forewarned, beware that you 
are not carried away with the error of  the lawless and lose your own stability. But grow 
in the grace and knowledge of  our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory 
both now and to the day of  eternity. Amen. 
 

 The Word of  the Lord.   
 Thanks be to God. 
 

The psalm for this morning is Psalm 85. It can be found in your bulletin and in your 
prayer books on page 709. Let us read it responsively by half  verse.         Psalm 85:8-13 
 

I will listen to what the Lord God is saying,  
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 
 and to those who turn their hearts to him. 
 

Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him,  
 that his glory may dwell in our land. 
 

Mercy and truth have met together;  
 righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
 

Truth shall spring up from the earth,  
 and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
 

The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,  
 and our land will yield its increase. 
 

Righteousness shall go before him,  
 and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.  
 

Please stand 
 

The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.             Mark 1:1-8 
 
 

The beginning of  the good news about Jesus Christ, God’s Son, happened just as it was 
written about in the prophecy of  Isaiah: 
Look, I am sending my messenger before you. He will prepare your way, a voice 
shouting in the wilderness: “Prepare the way for the Lord; make his paths straight.” 
John the Baptist was in the wilderness calling for people to be baptized to show that 
they were changing their hearts and lives and wanted God to forgive their sins. Everyone 
in Judea and all the people of  Jerusalem went out to the Jordan River and were being 
baptized by John as they confessed their sins. John wore clothes made of  camel’s hair, 
with a leather belt around his waist. He ate locusts and wild honey. He announced, “One 
stronger than I am is coming after me. I’m not even worthy to bend over and loosen the 
strap of  his sandals. I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit.” 
 The Gospel of  the Lord.  
 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon                                        The Rev. Dave Marshall  
 

The Nicene Creed                    BCP 358 
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  maker of  heaven and earth, of  all 
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God, 
eternally begotten of  the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of  one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of  the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.   
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of  sins. We look for the resurrection of  the dead, and the life of  the 
world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of  the People  Please be seated 
 
 
 

As we await the coming of  Christ, let us open our hearts in prayer for those in need; 
and, in the tradition we have been taught from our Jewish brothers and sisters, let us 
pray today with Psalm 85. 
 
 

 

I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, for he is speaking peace to his faithful 
people, and to those who turn their hearts to him. 
 

Anoint your Church with your Holy Spirit. Make it radiant with holiness, lovely with 
compassion, and bright with faithfulness. Fill it with hope as it awaits the coming of  
your Son in power and great glory. 
Lord, in your mercy,   
hear our prayer. 
 
 

Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him,  
that his glory may dwell in our land.  
 

Anoint this congregation with your Holy Spirit. Make us generous in sharing the grace 
given to us in Christ. Through us, lift the heads and hearts of  our neighbors and those 
in need. 
Lord, in your mercy,   
hear our prayer. 
 

Mercy and truth have met together;  
righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
 

Truth shall spring up from the earth,  
and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
 

Give wisdom and prudence to those who lead the nations, and to our local and state 
leaders. Make them good stewards of  the authority granted them. Bless our nation with 
peace, prosperity, and justice. Teach us all to care for one another until your son comes 
as our great Lord of  might. 
Lord, in your mercy,   
hear our prayer. 
 

Righteousness shall go before him,  
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 
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Give courage, honor, and strength to those who serve and protect our country both 
here and abroad. Grant healing to those who have been wounded; patience and hope to 
their loved ones; and a swift, safe homecoming to them all. 
Lord, in your mercy,   
hear our prayer. 
 

The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,  
and our land will yield its increase. 
 

Send prosperity in health to those who are in need, especially: Downs IV, Holden, 
Nikolai, Brian and Joan. Grant healing and recovery for all who have gone through 
surgery especially Holly Bruce and Sandy Wood. Give peace and strength for those 
going through cancer treatments, especially John, Victoria, Andres, Ginny, Alex, 
Colleen, Jack and Breanna. Visit and comfort all who are under the care of  skilled 
nursing, especially Bob, Timothy, Don, Barbara and Mike. Be near to all who are in 
hospice care. 
Lord, in your mercy,   
hear our prayer. 
 

Almighty God, we grieve for our dead, but not without hope. Thank you for receiving 
them into your merciful care, especially those we name now. Silence 
 

Disperse the clouds of  gloom, fear, and grief  that overshadow us. Lead us to our 
heavenly home, opened to us by the Lion of  Judah, our Savior, Christ Jesus. 
Lord, in your mercy,   
hear our prayer. 
 

Hasten the coming of  thy kingdom; and grant that we thy servants, who now live by 
faith, may with joy behold thy Son at his coming in glorious majesty; through Jesus, our 
only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
 

Musical Reflection                 Dale Hooey 
 

Greetings, Announcements and Introductions 
 

Offertory Reflection            Dale Hooey 
 

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  
  Praise him all creatures here below,    
  Praise him above ye heavenly host:  
  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

The Holy Eucharist Prayer B         BCP 367 
 

  The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts. 
  We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth. For by water and the Holy Spirit you 
have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the 
world. Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of  heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of  
your Name. 
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known 
to us in creation; in the calling of  Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken 
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.  
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 
Savior and Redeemer of  the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made 
us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of  error into truth, out 
of  sin into righteousness, out of  death into life. 
  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of  me.”  After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of  sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  me.”   
Therefore according to his command, O Father:  
  

We remember his death,  We proclaim his resurrection,   
We await his coming in glory; 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of  praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of  all; presenting 
to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to 
send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of  the Body of  
Christ and his Blood of  the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we 
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of  
time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of  your sons 
and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of  all creation, the head of  
the Church, and the author of  our salvation. 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.   AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 

The Gifts of  God for the People of  God. 
 

Let us pray, 
Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that through thy grace, the words which 
we have heard this day may be grafted inwardly in our hearts and bring forth in 
us the fruit of  good living, and the gifts of  your Kingdom, to the honor and 
praise of  thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 

Recessional Hymn #76 On Jordan’s Bank   1982 Hymnal  
 

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings glad tidings of  the King of  kings. 
    

Then cleansed be every breast from sin; make straight the way for God within, 
and let each heart prepare a home where such a mighty guest may come. 
 

For thou art our salvation, Lord, our refuge, and our great reward; 
without thy grace we waste away like flowers that wither and decay. 
  

To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, and bid the fallen sinner stand; 
shine forth, and let thy light restore earth’s own true loveliness once more. 
 

All praise, eternal Son, to thee, whose advent doth thy people free; 
whom with the Father we adore and Holy Spirit evermore. 

1 Announc ements 
 

 

Many thanks to the Altar Guild who lovingly prepared the church for Advent, especially, Jan 
Web, Gail Clay, Daphne Walker, Katsy Nager, Jane Perrin, Catharine Burke, and “associate Altar 
Guild members” Bob Erker and Don Judd. 
 

Congratulations to Rev. Maggie!  December 3rd is the 26th anniversary of her ordination to 
the priesthood.  
 

Flowers and Music for Christmas There are 4 easy ways to contr ibute:  

1.For on-line giving, choose the Christmas Donation button on the All Angels website 

2 Send a check to the office made out to All Angels by the Sea with Christmas in the Memo Line 

3. Put your check in offering plate with the above designations 

4. Or, stop by or call the office, 941-383-8181, with donation information.  
 

Centering Prayer Center ing Prayer invites you to pray with them, every day, at 8 am, 
wherever you are. When you enter into prayer at 8 am (Eastern), you will know that others are 
praying at the same time.  
 

Artist of the Month - The artist for December is Linda Larisch. Please stop by and enjoy the 
work of this talented artist.  All checks should be written to "All Angels by the Sea." 
 

Discussion Group, the ar ticle for discussion with the Men’s and Women’s group is available on 
our website: www.allangelslbk.org.   
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries If you have a bir thday or anniversary coming up next month, 
please email Linn Torres at lt@allangelslbk.org 

 

Tidings If you are not receiving our electronic newsletter, Tidings, or  if you have changed 
your email address, please email marialove@allangelslbk.org to be added. 
 

Video The service today will be recorded and made available on YouTube and on our 
website: www.allangelslbk.org. 
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Reflection       
 
 
 

Lion or Lamb? 
 
 
 

One of my favorite posters is a collection of biblical phrases that describe God. 
The background of the poster is purple and the words are in gold; except for the 
bright white bold phrase in the center that reads I AM. It reminded me then, and 
now, that God has many names. The same is true with Jesus. He is master, Lord, 
savior, Christ, friend, shepherd, Messiah, and, as our Eucharistic prayer names 
him, Firstborn of all creation, Head of the Church, Author of our salvation. 
There are two names, however, that I would like to reflect on – Lamb of God, 
Lion of Judah.  
 
How can Jesus be both lion and lamb?  
 
God is described in psalm 84 as both sun and shield – the one who makes the 
day hot and the one who covers/shields/protects one from the harshness of the 
sun. In the early church period, when followers were trying to figure out what 
they had experienced, some had suggested that God is the sun and Jesus is the 
shield from God’s burning hot anger and wrath. Thankfully that theology didn’t 
survive long; nevertheless, God is so big that titles and names fall short of 
describing our Creator, even a poster full of them. But that still doesn’t explain 
how Jesus can be both lamb and lion, prey and predator, herbivore and 
carnivore, friend and feared adversary, overt and covert, both pet and apex 
predator.  
 
The title, Lion of Judah, has many Biblical references. Judah is the southern 
territory of Israel, containing both Bethlehem and Jerusalem. The “lion” is the 
one who is in charge, like a king. Matthew’s Gospel tells of the Wise Men who 
traveled to Jerusalem looking for the Messiah. They were told he is to be from, 
or is to be born in, Bethlehem. Thus, the Lion of Judah is a way to describe the 
Messiah.  
 
The Lamb of God reference is from John’s Gospel and the Book of Revelation. 
The overtones are of the Passover lamb that is sacrificed for sin. There is, of 
course, the additional imagery of the warm and fuzzy God-in-Christ lamb that is 
in contrast to the vengeful angry image of God.  
 
One way to solve the lion and lamb riddle is to look at it through the lens of who 
someone is and what someone does. The Lion of Judah is a title for the messiah 
that expressly describes who Jesus is. The Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
of the world, is an aspect of what Jesus does. St. Paul, in his wonderful use of 
imagery and language that transcends time and peoples, brought the two distinct 
images together by describing Jesus as the Crucified King.  
 
In other words, both lion and lamb.  
 

- Fr. Dave 


