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Prelude              Dale Hooey  

 

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Behold, the dwelling of  God is with humankind. He will dwell with them, and they 
shall be his people, and God himself  will be with them, and be their God. Rev. 21:3 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
A brief  silence 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of  your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen.  
 

Hymn of  Praise Hark the Herald Angels Sing       Hymnal #87  

 

 Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King! 
  Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled! 
  Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of  the skies; 
  with the angelic host proclaim Christ is born in Bethlehem! 

  Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King! 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of  your incarnate Word: Grant 
that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons  Please be seated for the reading of  the lessons 
 

A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Galatians    Galatians 3:23-25, 4:4-7 
 

Before faith came, we were guarded under the Law, locked up until faith that was 
coming would be revealed, so that the Law became our custodian until Christ so that 
we might be made righteous by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer 
under a custodian. 
But when the fulfillment of  the time came, God sent his Son, born through a woman, 
and born under the Law. This was so he could redeem those under the Law so that we 
could be adopted. Because you are sons and daughters, God sent the Spirit of  his Son 
into our hearts, crying, “Abba, Father!” Therefore, you are no longer a slave but a son 
or daughter, and if  you are his child, then you are also an heir through God.  
 

 The Word of  the Lord.   
 Thanks be to God. 
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The psalm for this morning is 147:13-21. It can be found in your bulletin and in your 
prayer books on page 805. Let us read it responsively by half  verse. Psalm 147:13-21 
     

Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem;  
 praise your God, O Zion; 
 

For he has strengthened the bars of  your gates;  
 he has blessed your children within you. 
 

He has established peace on your borders;  
 he satisfies you with the finest wheat. 
 

He sends out his command to the earth,  
 and his word runs very swiftly. 
 

He gives snow like wool;  
 he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 
 

He scatters his hail like bread crumbs;  
 who can stand against his cold? 
 

He sends forth his word and melts them;  
 he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 
 

He declares his word to Jacob,  
 his statutes and his judgments to Israel. 
 

He has not done so to any other nation;  
 to them he has not revealed his judgments. 
 Hallelujah! 
 

Please stand 
 

The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.             John 1:1-3, 14-18 
 

In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God. 
The Word was with God in the beginning. Everything came into being through the 
Word, and without the Word nothing came into being. 
The Word became flesh and made his home among us. We have seen his glory, glory like 
that of  a father’s only son, full of  grace and truth. 
John testified about him, crying out, “This is the one of  whom I said, ‘He who comes 
after me is greater than me because he existed before me.’” 
From his fullness we have all received grace upon grace; as the Law was given through 
Moses, so grace and truth came into being through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen 
God. God the only Son, who is at the Father’s side, has made God known.  
 The Gospel of  the Lord.  
 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon                                        The Rev. Dave Marshall  
 

The Nicene Creed                    BCP 358 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  maker of  heaven and earth, of  all that 
is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God, eternally 
begotten of  the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of  one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of  the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.   
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On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of  sins. We look for the resurrection of  the dead, and the life of  the 
world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of  the People  Please be seated 
 

O come, let us adore Christ our Lord, and bring before him our prayers and 
supplications. 
 

A brief  silence 
 

Holy God, we praise you for your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Savior. Let Jesus 
fill us with grace and truth, so that our joy may be complete. Provide the Church with 
pastors, bishops, and theologians who teach your people in all wisdom. By the gift of  
your Spirit, let the Church’s every word and deed be in the name of  the Lord Jesus, to 
your glory and for the good of  all whom he came to save. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for those who are persecuted for the sake of  Jesus. Adorn them with 
compassion and patience. Let the peace of  Christ rule their hearts. 
Clothe this congregation with love, binding us together in perfect harmony.  
Let our lives display your redeeming power. Help us to draw our neighbors,  
friends, and families to faith in your dear Son. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Bless grandparents, parents, and all who share with our children the joy of  knowing 
you. Let them cradle little ones in your love and goodness and, for those who cannot be 
with family this Christmas season, bring them your patience and hope. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Give our earthly leaders faithfulness and uprightness, graciousness and mercy. Bestow 
upon all peoples the blessings of  food, shelter, health, employment, justice, and peace. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Angels proclaimed peace and good will at Jesus’ birth. But many evils still trouble the 
world. Shield and guide all who risk their lives on behalf  of  others. Prosper all they do 
that conforms to your will. Give their loved ones hope and patience. Bring healing and 
comfort to the wounded, and redemption to the fallen. Establish your peace among us 
all, that weapons of  war can be fashioned into instruments of  your peace. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Be gracious and merciful to all whose lives are shadowed by suffering in this season of  
light, especially: Downs IV, Holden, Nikolai, Brian and Joan. Grant healing and 
recovery for all who have gone through surgery, especially Holly.  
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Give peace and strength for those going through cancer treatments, especially John, 
Victoria, Andres, Ginny, Alex, Colleen, Jack, Breanna and Douglas. Visit and comfort 
all who are under the care of  skilled nursing, especially Bob, Timothy, Don, Barbara 
and Mike. Be near to all who are in hospice care.  
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Holy God, you have bestowed on our beloved dead the fullness of  your salvation, and 
we commend them into your care. While we walk the pilgrim-path of  life, grant that 
your dear Son should dwell in us richly, filling us with peace, love, forgiveness, 
compassion, kindness, and patience. For these are the gifts of  Christmas that shall last 
forever. AMEN. 
  

Musical Reflection                  Dale Hooey 
 

Greetings, Announcements and Introductions 
 

Offertory Reflection            Dale Hooey 
 

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  
  Praise him all creatures here below,    
  Praise him above ye heavenly host:  
  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

The Holy Eucharist Prayer B         BCP 367 
 

  The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts. 
  We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only 
Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of  the Holy Spirit, was made perfect 
so that we might be delivered from the bondage of  sin, and receive power to become 
your children. Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of  heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory 
of  your Name. 
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known 
to us in creation; in the calling of  Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken 
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.  
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 
Savior and Redeemer of  the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made 
us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of  error into truth, out 
of  sin into righteousness, out of  death into life. 
  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of  me.”  After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of  sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  me.”   
Therefore according to his command, O Father:  
  

We remember his death,  
We proclaim his resurrection,  
We await his coming in glory; 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of  praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of  all; presenting 
to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to 
send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of  the Body of  
Christ and his Blood of  the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we 
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of  
time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of  your sons 
and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of  all creation, the head of  
the Church, and the author of  our salvation. 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.   AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 

The Gifts of  God for the People of  God. 
 

Let us pray, 
Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that through thy grace, the words which 
we have heard this day may be grafted inwardly in our hearts and bring forth in 
us the fruit of  good living, and the gifts of  your Kingdom, to the honor and 
praise of  thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Blessing 
 

Recessional Hymn #89 It Came Upon a Midnight Clear  1982 Hymnal  
 

 It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of  old, 
  from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of  gold: 
  “Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven’s all-gracious King.” 
  The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 
 

 Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled, 
  and still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world; 
  above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing, 
  and ever o’er its Babel-sounds the blessed angels sing. 
    

 Yet with the woes of  sin and strife the world has suffered long; 
  beneath the heavenly hymn have rolled two thousand years of  wrong; 
  and warring humankind hears not the tidings which they bring; 
  O hush the noise and cease your strife and hear the angels sing! 
    

 For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of  old, 
  when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold, 
  when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 
  and all the world give back the song which now the angels sing. 

 

 

 Announc ements 
 

Upcoming Programs in the Park 
 
 

Thursday, December 31 11 a.m.   Music in the Park, Christmas Pops! 
         Organ music:  Frosty, Rudolph, Jingle Bells, etc. 
 

Thursday, January 7, 11 a.m.   Music in the Park, Epiphany Readings and Carols 
         Reader: Justus Doenecke  
         Vocalist: Joyce 
 

Centering Prayer Center ing Prayer invites you to pray with them, every day,  
at 8 am, wherever you are. When you enter into prayer at 8 am (Eastern), you will know that 
others are praying at the same time.  
 

Artist of the Month - The artist for December and January is Linda Larisch. Please stop by 
and enjoy the work of this talented artist.  All checks should be written to "All Angels by the 
Sea." 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries If you have a bir thday or anniversary coming up next 
month, please email Linn Torres at lt@allangelslbk.org 

 

Video of Today’s Service, Discussion Group Ar ticles and our weekly Tidings can all be 
found on our website: www.allangelslbk.org.   
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Reflection 

 

Merry Christmas 

 

“On the third day of Christmas, my true love sent to me, three French hens.” I am 
surprised that Amazon has not picked up on the my-true-love-sent-to-me theme as a 
way of delivering packages after December 25th. What is often referred to as  
Christmas Day – the 25th – it is a bit of a misnomer. The season of Christmas goes 
for twelve entire days; not just a 24-hour period. After all, if it were not so, why 
would we have the 12 Days of Christmas song. Does this mean that you can deliver 
a Christmas present or Christmas card on January 2nd and it technically is not late; 
you bet!  

 

My parents tried to establish in our household the reign of Christmas over twelve 
days. One year, they came up with the idea to open a present or two on Christmas 
Day – the First Day – and then open a present for each succeeding day until the 12th. 
I think we made it to three French hens and then opened the rest of them. Reflecting 
back on it, I imagine my brother and I were probably pretty insufferable for the first 
three days of Christmas. … and we were not in the middle of a pandemic. I couldn’t 
imagine trying to do that now. Well, frankly I couldn’t imagine doing it then either.  

 

The next year, when we were all back on speaking terms again, my parents allowed 
us to open all the presents on Christmas Day but held one present for the 12th day of 
Christmas. None of us received 12 drummers drumming but I imagine my brother 
and I were a bit of a drumming headache until that day. The next year, my parents 
held a present for the 12th day but did so in secret so my brother and I were surprised 
to find one more present under the tree.  

 

My parents were in our church choir and they were a larger troupe of Gilbert &  

Sullivan performers. To this day, I can sing the alto and tenor parts of the Mikado, 
Pirates of Penzance and, my favorite, HMS Pinafore. In keeping with the driving-
the-12-days-of-Christmas philosophy into our heads, my parents would throw a 
Twelfth Night Party. We would take down the tree, eat all the rest of the Christmas 
cookies, and, most importantly, sing. I remember one year, it must have been the 
G&S production troupe at our house, because someone passed out the SATB sheet 
music for Handel’s Messiah. I distinctly remember waltzing around our connected 
living and dining room and hearing each section sing the well-known Hallelujah 
chorus. That was truly a way to celebrate Christmas and the end of the season. I 
cannot listen to the Messiah today without thinking about that group and experience. 
Hallelujah for Christmas and for all of its 12 days!  

 

- Fr. Dave 


