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The Power of Personal Stories





What makes a story a story?

Any account that unfolds over 
time, connecting events or 
experiences.





Why is it important to tell personal stories?

To make a connection
To bring experience close to home
To be memorable
To motivate feeling and action



1. Telling your own story



Alliance for Climate Education
3.95K subscribers

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RkklaXhbTuA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbewlkCKbV1B3xmKwXa1qsA?feature=emb_ch_name_ex


1. Telling your own story

2. Listening and drawing out stories from others

3. Linking individual stories to collective action



•  Focus on a small number of specific moments (two or at most 

three);

•  Give your audience enough context to understand the 

situation—but not too much (a story shouldn’t be too long, 

detailed or digressive);

•  Give a sense of your own emotions, but keep mostly to a 

description of what happened and not to your own reactions;

•  End with action—what you decided to do as a result, and why.

What makes a good climate story?



I need a volunteer!

someone who does NOT already have a climate 
story ready to tell…



Groups of 2: climate storytelling practice

1. One person takes the role of the active listener; the other takes the role of 
the storyteller;

2. The listener asks questions to prompt the storyteller to think of important 
events and turning-points, such as: “What first got you concerned about 
climate change?” “What prompted you to join this group?” “When have 
you felt the most intensely about the issue?” “What are you most worried 
about losing, and why?”

3. Once the storyteller has hit on a good topic for a brief story, the listener 
asks follow-up questions, drawing out particularly moving or interesting 
moments;

4. The storyteller practices telling the story, ending with action that they have 
taken or will take in the future;

5. The two switch places and do steps 1-4 again.


