
Why are Qualified Interpreters necessary? 

 

Sign Language interpreters are highly experienced professionals that have specialized expertise 

and training. While proficiency in English and in Sign Language is necessary, language skills alone 

are not sufficient for an individual to work as a professional interpreter. Becoming an interpreter 

is a complex process that requires a high degree of linguistic and technical skills. According to 

ADA Regulations, a qualified interpreter is required to be able to interpret accurately, both 

expressively and receptively using any specialized vocabulary needed for the communication.  

While professional certification is not required under the law, an important measure of an 

interpreter's proven ability is professional credentials by an accrediting organization such as 

Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf, Inc. (RID) 

 

http://www.ada.gov/regs2010/titleIII_2010/titleIII_2010_regulations.htm
http://www.rid.org/

