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We are nearing Back to School time and many will return to college campuses. Unfortunately, 
the recent headlines have brought the discussion of domestic violence and sexual assault back 
into the news cycles. One place where dating violence and sexual assault is still a serious issue, 
is our college campuses.  The University of Michigan’s Sexual Assault Prevention and Awareness 
Clinic has studied the scope of the problem of dating and domestic/sexual violence on college 
campuses, as well as barriers that may exist for students in accessing resources.   

Here is what they have found:  

Women aged 16-24 experience the highest per capita rate of intimate partner violence (US 
Department of Justice) and:  

 53% of victims of domestic violence were abused by a current or former boyfriend or 
girlfriend. 

 21% of college students report having experienced dating violence by a current 
partner.  32% experienced dating violence by a pervious partner. 

 13% of college women report they were forced to have sex by a dating partner. 
 Among college students who were sexually assaulted, 35% of attempted rapes occurred 

on dates, 22% of threatened rapes occurred on dates, and 12% of completed rapes 
occurred on dates. 

 60% of acquaintance rapes on college campuses occur in casual or steady dating 
relationships. 

 Over 13% of college women report they have been stalked.  Of these, 42% were stalked 
by a boyfriend or ex-boyfriend. 

 Nearly one third of college students report having physically assaulted a dating partner 
in the previous 12 months (Break the Cycle, Inc.). 

 As many as one quarter of female students experience sexual assault over the course of 
their college career (Break the Cycle, Inc.). 

 Approximately 90% of victims of sexual assault on college campuses know their attacker 
(Break the Cycle, Inc.). 

I found these statistics horrifying. They go on to identify the obstacles college students face and 
they all rang true to me.   

Obstacles Facing College Students in accessing services: 

 Sometimes college students feel trapped by the social networks and/or the closed 
environment of many campuses.  

 Students may feel isolated from their personal support networks and resources for help 
because the student is away from home for the first time.  This is especially true if the 
student is also from a different state or country.  (Break the Cycle, Inc.) 

https://sapac.umich.edu/article/dating-and-domestic-violence-college-campuses-0
https://sapac.umich.edu/article/dating-and-domestic-violence-college-campuses-0
https://sapac.umich.edu/article/dating-and-domestic-violence-college-campuses-0
https://sapac.umich.edu/article/dating-and-domestic-violence-college-campuses-0
https://sapac.umich.edu/article/dating-and-domestic-violence-college-campuses-0


 They may have a small or limited social network due to the college campus atmosphere. 
 Administrators may not understand the scope of the problem and not reacting 

appropriately (i.e. if professors and/or teachers are notified about a domestic violent 
relationship between two students). 

 Students may fear their parents finding out and taking the student out of school. 
 Some students cannot afford supportive services. 
 Some students may not define their experience as abusive. 
 Many students may fear the assailant.  Often times, due to a somewhat isolated 

atmosphere of a college campus, it is easier for an assailant to stalk his or her partner. 
 Social networking sites provide easy access for perpetrators to control their partners. 

There is some protections: 

Though many families and students may be unaware, victims of domestic violence on campus 
are protected by Title IX. This same law has received plenty of publicity as it concerns equal 
athletics funding, but its purview over dating violence has perhaps been underplayed. Colleges 
and universities have the duty to investigate instances of domestic violence among their 
students and to take measures to protect victims from their abusers. 

 

 

 


