The INTERSECTION of ABUSE and DISABILITY- By Sharon Langer Esq.

NPR recently highlighted sexual abuse of people with intellectual disabilities in a
series entitled "Abused and Betrayed: People with Intellectual Disabilities and an
Epidemic of Sexual Assault" that aired between January 8th and January 18th.
Explore the "Abused and Betrayed" series on the NPR website. The series
explored the epidemic of sexual abuse against people with intellectual disabilities,
spoke to professionals in the field, and, most importantly, featured individuals
with intellectual disabilities discussing sexual abuse from their perspectives.

The series offers four different presentations. The first explores the problem itself
and how the evidence is before us, but we simply are not looking. People with
intellectual disabilities are sexually assaulted at rates over 7 times that of the
victims without intellectual disabilities. Yet, these crimes often go unrecognized
and unpunished. The US Department of Justice recently calculated the 7 times
figure and experts are now calling this an epidemic. The next episode in the series
proposes the need for Sex Ed including the need for classes on healthy
relationships. The third episode profiles how some prosecutors are changing the
odds and starting to win rape cases with new strategies and the third episode
highlights therapists that work with these victims. The final episode is the most
powerful and is the voices of these victims telling their stories. | have attached a
link to these powerful programs and | hope you will take the time to listen. | will
be exploring this EPIDEMIC in future articles.


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aXfCI51bcjITXSj3__AKu2_KCslEayf9vRbirsOUF0v5fEzUZkpkxlc6zdfF4TPN6GyjZuBi79UlFeecxJw94BEa1fOghaqB1GHBgILjgrQNdv5fJ8e1hnVOWdfMLX0drrfb7VBfW_k80WHNxEyvsshKIWf-qOMcFpNvafuElyykHHBqQGtqfnUk9bkGu2ZwQIliEkLKPpt8mCSRqw1oRug4IY60aWO1&c=ThbvYrYKe_jkkaQaPdH8CgQIfhu3ae9b5DtxEtfsts0HCgZdmhHzyw==&ch=YBrBHCXKOj-Y1cj0AnMz4zralNY8cuXAS9KJFGX77XyLqENIs1sMoA==

