WASHINGTON STATE QUICK LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

MEETING WITH WASHINGTON STATE MEDICAID PROGRAM

Denturists met with the Washington State Adult Dental Medicaid program to discuss the recent changes for pre-authorization of replacement dentures.  The two lead dental consultants were in the meeting as well.

WDA members outlined the concerns denturists have with the new pre-authorization process and the number of rejections.  We also had a robust discussion on the new 10 year requirement for automatic replacement dentures.  This was done because Medicaid patients can only receive 2 dentures in their lifetime.  Five years was considered too short.  We argued that 5-7 years is the standard replacement time.  But no change to this language at this time.  We were also assured that denturists are not being denied where a dentist would be approved and the agency reiterated their appreciation for the work denturists do.

We are going to keep talking and we need to keep tracking denials versus approvals.  To help with approvals the program is now requiring photos of the dentures that need to be replaced.  After October 15, if no photos are attached, the request will be automatically denied and will need to be resubmitted.  Before October 15, they will simply send the request back to you asking for photos.

In addition to photos, the agency said that the forms must have information regarding medical necessity that is specific to that patient.  Generic messages or statements will not be accepted.  You can either include this information in Box 30 on the pre-authorization form or attach a letter.  But they were very clear, the medical necessity must be specific to that patient and that denture.  Documentation of this necessity, in addition to the photos, is very important.

For lost, damaged or broken dentures, there must be a letter from the patient describing what happened.  

This is a lot of extra work for denturists and that could mean fewer denturists will take Medicaid patients.  We are hopeful that we can continue these discussions and find ways to reduce the administrative burden.  

In the meantime, attached is an FAQ from the Adult Dental Medicaid Program with information on who to contact to further help you ensure your pre-authorization is approved. They created a specific help line for denturists-- HCADentureProviderHelp@hca.wa.gov.   In addition, I’ve attached two examples from Capri Fox with generic information.  Remember, this must be specific to the patient who needs the denture so this language should just be used as a starter.

If you have examples of your arguments for medical necessity that have been approved and want to share with the group, simply redact personal information and send to the WDA office.

More meetings and updates to come.


L&I PROPOSES 3.1% AVERAGE WORKERS’ COMPENSATION RATE INCREASE

The Department of Labor & Industries is proposing an average 3.1% workers’ compensation rate increase for 2022.  A public hearing will be held remotely at 10 AM on October 26, 2021.  The final rates will be adopted on November 30,2021.

This is an average rate increase.  In reality,some industries will see increases while others see decreases.  To see what will actually happen in your industry, you can take a look at the PDF and Excel spread sheets by clicking HERE.

To comment on the rate increase, here is the Zoom link and other information for the meeting at 10 AM on October 26.  

Join Zoom Meeting
https://lni-wa-gov.zoom.us/j/88980694211
Meeting ID: 889 8069 4211
Passcode: Rates1026!
People are encouraged to submit comments in writing to: Jo Anne Attwood, administrative regulations analyst, P.O. Box 41448, Olympia, WA 98504-4148; or email JoAnne.Attwood@Lni.wa.gov. All comments must be received by 5 p.m. on Oct 29.


TAX STRUCTURE WORKGROUP WANTS TO HEAR FROM YOU!

The Tax Structure Work Group (TSWG) is exploring changes to Washington’s state taxes, and we want to hear from you! You are invited to join a virtual Tax Town Hall to share your opinions about the state tax structure. Register to attend a Tax Town Hall here or scroll all the bottom of the email for the registration links.

What is the Tax Structure Work Group?
The Tax Structure Work Group is a bipartisan collection of policymakers working together to develop recommendations for making Washington’s state tax structure more fair, stable, adequate, and transparent. This fall, they are listening to taxpayers to understand your preferences. The TSWG will consider your valuable feedback when developing legislation in 2022.

The TSWG is hosting seven virtual Tax Town Halls, one for each of seven regions in Washington. Each Town Hall will offer two identical sessions, one in the afternoon (2:30 - 4:00 p.m.) and one in the evening (6:30 - 8:00 p.m.).

The Virtual Tax Town Hall agenda includes:
· Purpose and goals of the Tax Structure Work Group
· Background information on the current state tax structure
· Interactive breakout sessions where you explore scenarios for changes to the state tax structure and share your feedback
We invite you to come prepared to share your thoughts with your neighbors, local businesses, elected officials, and the extended community. All taxpayers are welcome - you don't need to be an accountant or tax expert to participate!  

The sessions will be conducted remotely on Zoom – if you have any questions or accessibility concerns, please contact info@taxworkgroup.org.  

To learn more and find the Tax Town Hall in your region, please go to taxworkgroup.org/tax-town-halls and register. Or you can view the map below and click one of the registration links that follow.


· East Region: 9/22
· 2:30 to 4:00 PM - registration link
· 6:30 to 8:00 PM - registration link
· 
· Central Region: 9/29
· 2:30 to 4:00 PM - registration link
· 6:30 to 8:00 PM - registration link
· 
· Northwest Region: 10/6
· 2:30 to 4:00 PM - registration link
· 6:30 to 8:00 PM - registration link
· West Region: 10/13
· 2:30 to 4:00 PM - registration link
· 6:30 to 8:00 PM - registration link
· Southwest Region: 10/20
· 2:30 to 4:00 PM - registration link
· 6:30 to 8:00 PM - registration link
· North/Central Puget Sound Region: 10/27
· 2:30 to 4:00 PM - registration link
· 6:30 to 8:00 PM - registration link
· South/East Puget Sound Region: 11/3
· 2:30 to 4:00 PM - registration link
· 6:30 to 8:00 PM - registration link



