Trinity Episcopal Church

Staunton, Virginia
Founded in 1746

THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

SEPTEMBER 13, 2026
8:00 AM

WHEREVER YOU ARE IN YOUR FAITH JOURNEY,
YOU ARE WELCOME AT TRINITY CHURCH!



PRAYERS AND CANDLE LIGHTING

Lighting candles is as potent a symbol of offering one’s prayer to God as
candlelight is of God’s abiding presence. During Holy Communion, all
may light a votive in our Baptismal Chapel, to the left of the altar. You
may write prayer requests on a provided card and leave them in the
prayer bowl on that chapel’s altar. Throughout the week parishioners,
especially the Daughters of the King, will join you in that prayer.
Anytime our church is unlocked (generally Monday-Thursday 10 am-2
pm and Sunday morning), votives and prayer cards await in the chapel.




THE HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE I
THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER P. 323

The People stand.

OPENING ACCLAMATION

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
THE SUMMARY OF THE LAW
THE GLORIA

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.

GOD, forasmuch as without thee we are not able to please thee, mercifully grant that

thy Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who with thee and the same Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

The People are seated for the Lessons.
THE WORD OF GOD

THE FIRST LESSON Genesis 50:15-21

REALIZING that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So
they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say to
Joseph: T beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming
you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.”
Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him,
and said, “We are here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in
the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in
order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I myself will
provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to
them.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



THE PSALM Spoken by all Psalm 103:1-13

B LESS the Lord, O my soul, *
and all that is within me, bless his holy Name.
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, *
and forget not all his benefits.
3 He forgives all your sins *
and heals all your infirmities;
4 He redeems your life from the grave *
and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness;
5 He satisfies you with good things, *
and your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
6 The Lord executes righteousness *
and judgment for all who are oppressed.
7 He made his ways known to Moses *
and his works to the children of Israel.
8 The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.

9 He will not always accuse us, *
nor will he keep his anger for ever.

10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, *
nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.

11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, *
so is his mercy great upon those who fear him.

12 As far as the east is from the west, *
so far has he removed our sins from us.

13 As a father cares for his children, *
so does the Lord care for those who fear him.

THE SECOND LESSON Romans 14:1-12

\x ] ELCOME those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over

opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment
on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants
of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for
the Lord is able to make them stand.



Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all
be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of
the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while
those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord,
and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead
and the living.

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The People stand.

THE GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory be to thee, O Lord.

ETER came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me,
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven
times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand
talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold,
together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the
slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you
everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the
debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him
a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’



Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will
pay you.” But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the
debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they
went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and
said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.
Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger
his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly
Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from
your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The people are seated.
THE SERMON The Rev. Cara Ellen Modisett
The people stand.

THE NICENE CREED BCP p. 326

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The Leader and People pray responsively.
At the turning of the seasons, we pray to you, O Lord.

We pray for your church, that it may be grounded in love and guided by mercy. We pray
for our Archbishop Sarah, our Presiding Bishop Sean, our bishop Karin, for all deacons,
priests, and bishops, for Trinity Church, for the Diocese of Southwestern Virginia, the
Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion.

Let Christ’s life inspire us everywhere

to be a presence of peace and healing.

We pray for this country, and every nation on earth, for the work of political leaders
everywhere, that they might govern not for power and profit, but for the good of all. We
pray for the afraid and the oppressed, for all places where there is conflict and injustice. We
pray for peace in our country and around the world, especially in Israel, Gaza, Ukraine,
Russia, Iran, Sudan, Haiti and Congo.

Breathe your healing spirit across all borders,

that people be reconciled to one another in peace.
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We pray for our neighbors, for those we know and those we do not, for those who do not
have safe shelter, enough food or health care; for those in prisons and institutions, those who
are lonely and isolated, those who are struggling.

Help us see Christ in those around us,

and help build a community where all have enough.

We pray for your earth, the mountains and seas you have called into being, this garden
where we walk and see you in every living thing.

Guide us to better care for this, our shared island home,

knowing that creation is a gift from you.

We pray for those who suffer in mind, body or spirit, especially Ash Adams, Richard
Adams, Paul Allen, Carie Buckley, Bob & Linda, David, Debbie, Sugie Battin, Carol
Brown, Christopher Byrd, Ted Cathey, Jaqueline Coffey, Jim Coffey, Dave, Chris Dolan,
Elena, Becky Hartsock, Hedley, Kenny Humphries, Kean Ivey, Dan Klem, Kristin, Mary,
Randy McElroy, Nancy Merrill, Nancy Miller, Catherine Morrison, Jeff Mueller, Mira
Mueller, Kayla Mullins, Richard Obenschain, Pam, Cynthia Polhill, Mike Quayle, Rick
Seyford, Kim Shelton, Tanner Rosebrook, Russ Roberts, David Rodgers, Joanie Siegel,
Stephanie, Forest Thompson, Timothy, Coy Tinnel, Susan Towe, Charlie Trueheart,
John Wheary, Robin Wood, and the Community of Westwood Elementary. We pray for
those serving in the armed forces, including Lt. Col. James Quillen, Lt. Pia Mackie,
Master Sergeant James Wood, and Declan Dowe.

Give them strength and grace, rest and inspiration,

and show us where we can be present for one another.

We pray for those who celebrate birthdays this week, and give thanks for their lives, their
hearts and the gifts they bring to the world, including Terry Boyle, Eleanor Reichert, Judith
Owens, Doug Sheridan, Eliza Biby, Margot Gill, Cindy Hickman, Jean-Paul Shibut,
Deborah Buckley, Charlotte Hadfield, Robert Stuart, Ann Cundy, Steve Jackson, Donna
Wilkinson, and Camille Dierksheide.

Be with them in the new year to come,

and let them know the constancy of your grace.

We pray for those who have died and for those who love and mourn for them, including
Lindsey Baccino, Kema Barclay, James Bednarczyk, Dale Hughes, Jackie Johnson, Ken
Monroe, Christine Pilson, Mary Lou Seilheimer, Brian L. Almarode, S.M. Quick, Jr.,
Gary C. Quick, and Natalie A. Almarode

May they be at rest with you and the saints,

and give comfort to those who remember them.

The Celebrant adds a concluding collect.



CONFESSION OF SIN BCP p. 331
THE PEACE
The People greet one another in the name of the Lord and then are seated.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

The people remained seated while the people’s monetary gifis are received. During the offertory,
we respond to all that God has given us by offering our gifts to sustain God’s work in the world.
If you wish to make your offering electronically, please scan the QR code.

THE PRESENTATION

All things come of Thee, O Lord.
And of Thine own have we given Thee.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 11 BCP p. 340
THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP p. 336
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

MINISTRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

You are welcome at the Lord’s table! All baptized Christians are invited ro receive the Eucharist. Ushers will guide you to the
altar rail, where you can either stand or kneel. Both bread (including gluten free, just ask) and wine are offered. When it
comes to the wine, you can choose to “sip, dip, or skip.” If you choose to “dip,” please hold the wafer up so that the chalice bear-
er knows your intention. If you are not receiving, please come forward for a blessing (indicated by crossing your arms over
your chest).

If you are unable to come forward, please let the usher know and we will happily come to you! And if you bave not been bap-
tized and find yourself drawn to life in Christ, please let our clergy know. We love questions and baptisms!

SENDING FORTH OF THE EUCHARISTIC VISITORS

We send you out to share Communion this day.

May you carry the prayers of all of us as you take this sacrament of Christ’s presence.
May those who receive it from you be strengthened and encouraged in that community we
have together in our Lord Jesus Christ.



THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER Ssid by all, standing BCP p. 339

THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL

After the dismissal, the people respond—

Thanks be to God.



The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God
and in loving memory of
BRIAN L. ALMARODE
S.M. QUICK, JR.
GARY C. QUICK

NATALIE A. ALMARODE
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Our continued prayers are offered for those who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any
other adversity, especially Austin, Cowles Andrus III, Ava, Boger Family, Carol Brown,
Martin Brown, Padi Burtner, Charlotte, Gloria Cline, Charlotte Dickson, Natalie Dodge,
Emily, Ken Farley, Barbara Firehock, Lois Fisher, Sean Flanders, Barbara Golden, John
Goodloe, William Haupt, Ernest Holley, Ian, Alice Karny, Katalina, Kate, Kevin, Ellie Knape,
Leslie Long, Marcus, Matthew, Maxine McKinney, Cheryl Owens, Patricia, Anita Pence,
Katherine Shavers, and Christopher Whittington.



SERVING IN TODAY’S LITURGY

Preacher and Celebrant: The Rev. Cara Ellen Modisett
Lector: Toni Stallworth
Eucharistic Minister: Harry Smoot
Altar Guild: Karen Tate
Usher: Susan Baldwin

CLERGY AND STAFF

The Rt. Rev. Karin MacPhail, Bishop
The Rev. William A] Heine, Rector
The Rev. Cara Ellen Modisett, Associate Rector
Virginia Bolena, Organist and Director of Music
Katie Faulkner, Community Life Coordinator
Ana Duncan, Parish Administrator
Autumn Nolen, Communications Coordinator
Jett Selkirk, Maintenance Manager
Soren Hadtield, Sunday Attendant

>

VESTRY

Paul Bugas, Senior Warden ® Mary Faulkner, Junior Warden ® Molly Brown, Treasurer
Lee Beam, Assistant Treasurer ® Phillippa Holley, Clerk

Paul Bugas ® Mary Faulkner ® Fred Odell ® Jean-Paul Shibut
Lindlee Baker ® Rick Chittum ® James Dungan ® Kristin Reichert
Kathy Frazier ® Zeb Riley ® Donald Romanik ® Karen Tate

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Post Office Box 208 ® 214 West Beverley Street
Staunton, Virginia
www.trinitystaunton.org ® (540) 886-9132
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