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Today we hear a young Solomon meekly asking God for wisdom and understanding so that he might properly 
distinguish right from wrong and judge with kindness and compassion. We often find ourselves misleading ourselves 
about right and wrong or judging others hastily and unfairly. Let us take this opportunity today to pray that we may 
emulate Solomon and welcome God’s wisdom and mercy into our lives so that we can be guided in using right 
judgment. 
 
As we gather together let us begin our service by professing what we believe.  
 
Profession of Faith: Page 102 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.  I believe in 
one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.  God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were 
made.  For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, (bow as we say) and by the Holy Spirit he was 
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered 
death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his 
kingdom will have no end.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  I believe 
in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
Introductory Rite:  
Greeting:  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  Blessed be God forever. Blessed be God 
forever.  
 
Penitential Rite: 
My brothers and sisters, to prepare ourselves for this celebration, let us call to mind our sins.  
 
Lord Jesus, you sow the seeds of mercy and reconciliation among us: Lord, have mercy.    Lord, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you shower us with mercy and kindness: Christ, have mercy.    Christ, have mercy.          
Lord Jesus, you nourish us with your body and blood: Lord, have mercy.    Lord, have mercy. 
 
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer: 
Show favor, O Lord, to your servants and mercifully increase the gifts of your grace, that, made fervent in hope, faith 
and charity, they may be ever watchful in keeping your commands. 
 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
 
Liturgy of the Word: 
First Reading p. 88 
A reading from the Book of Wisdom              Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 
 
There is no god besides you who have the care of all, that you need show you have not unjustly condemned. For your 
might is the source of justice; your mastery over all things makes you lenient to all. For you show your might when 



07-26-20 Year A – 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time Communion Service  Page 2 of 4 

the perfection of your power is disbelieved; and in those who know you, you rebuke temerity. But though you are 
master of might, you judge with clemency, and with much lenience you govern us; for power, whenever you will, 
attends you. And you taught your people, by these deeds, that those who are just must be kind; and you gave your 
children good ground for hope that you would permit repentance for their sins. 
 
The word of the Lord.          Thanks be to God 
 
Responsorial Song             Psalm 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16 
 
R/. Lord, you are good and forgiving.  
R/. Lord, you are good and forgiving. 
 
You, O LORD, are good and forgiving, abounding in kindness to all who call upon you. 
Hearken, O LORD, to my prayer and attend to the sound of my pleading. R/. 
  
All the nations you have made shall come and worship you, O LORD, 
and glorify your name. For you are great, and you do wondrous deeds; you alone are God. R/. 
  
You, O LORD, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in kindness and fidelity. 
Turn toward me, and have pity on me; give your strength to your servant. R/. 
 
Second Reading p. 90        
 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans              Romans 8:26-27 
 
Brothers and sisters: The Spirit comes to the aid of our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but 
the Spirit himself intercedes with inexpressible groanings. And the one who searches hearts knows what is the 
intention of the Spirit, because he intercedes for the holy ones according to God's will. 
 
The word of the Lord.                           Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel p.92                       Matthew 13:24-43 or 13:24-30 
 
The Lord be with you                  And also with you.  
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew                                        Glory to you, Lord 
 
Jesus proposed another parable to the crowds, saying: "The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a man who sowed 
good seed in his field. While everyone was asleep his enemy came and sowed weeds all through the wheat, and then 
went off. When the crop grew and bore fruit, the weeds appeared as well. The slaves of the householder came to 
him and said, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where have the weeds come from?' He answered, 
'An enemy has done this.' His slaves said to him, 'Do you want us to go and pull them up?' He replied, 'No, if you pull 
up the weeds you might uproot the wheat along with them.  Let them grow together until harvest; then at harvest 
time I will say to the harvesters, "First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles for burning; but gather the wheat 
into my barn." ' " 
 
[He proposed another parable to them. "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that a person took and sowed 
in a field. It is the smallest of all the seeds, yet when full-grown it is the largest of plants. It becomes a large bush, and 
the 'birds of the sky come and dwell in its branches.' " 
 
He spoke to them another parable. "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed with three 
measures of wheat flour until the whole batch was leavened." 
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All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables. He spoke to them only in parables, to fulfill what had been 
said through the prophet:  
I will open my mouth in parables, I will announce what has lain hidden from the foundation of the world. 
Then, dismissing the crowds, he went into the house. His disciples approached him and said, "Explain to us the 
parable of the weeds in the field." He said in reply, "He who sows good seed is the Son of Man, the field is the world, 
the good seed the children of the kingdom. The weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sows 
them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. Just as weeds are collected and 
burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of 
his kingdom all who cause others to sin and all evildoers. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there 
will be wailing and grinding of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 
Whoever has ears ought to hear."] 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.         Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
Reflection on the Word: 

 
At first blush, leniency and mercy appear to be weaknesses. It is easy to take advantage of a person who is lenient 
and merciful. But Wisdom turns this logic on its head, maintaining that only a mighty and powerful God can show 
lenience and mercy. We can find examples among people. People who are insecure in their power tend to act cruelly 
and vindictively. Afraid of their own weaknesses, the feel they must assert themselves forcefully. Those who are 
secure in their authority can act with sympathy and tenderness because they have confidence in their ability to keep 
that stature. 
 
It is not likely that a farmer or gardener would follow the householder’s example in the Gospel. Left unchecked, 
weeds will compete with plants for water, sunlight, and nutrients. At best, the good plants will not bear as much 
fruit. At worst, they will wither and die. Good farmers keep their land as free of weeds as possible. Yes, pulling up 
weeds that are mixed in with plants may damage the crop, but allowing them to grow together just gives them more 
opportunity to damage the crop. However, as Jesus reveals to his disciples, parables are not meant to be taken 
literally. God, the wise and merciful judge, is patient with the weeds, allowing them to grow to completion. Growth 
implies change. Change effected by the Spirit, who comes to the aid of human weakness, is transformative. 
Throughout the human growing season—our lifetimes—there remains hope for even the most wicked of weeds. 
 
The image of a huge bush filled with birds flying in from every direction to nest together in its branches is a beautiful 
vision of the heavenly kingdom. May our example draw others to flock to God’s welcoming, loving, infinite embrace. 
 
Question of the Week How does God’s patience with the weeds change the way I act toward others? To whom do I 
need to show clemency this week? 
 
Prayer of the Faithful: 
 
Inspired by the word of God, we turn now to the Lord with our needs and the needs of our sisters and brothers 
around the world. 

• For the Church, that we may reveal God’s mercy in the way that we come to the assistance of those whom 
society chooses to overlook: the hungry, the homeless, the imprisoned, the refugee, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

• For political leaders, that God’s goodness and mercy may be a model for them as they exercise their 
responsibilities, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

• For those who are accused of criminal behavior, that they may be judged with clemency and allowed 
repentance for their transgressions, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 
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• For those who suffer in the heat of the summer, especially the elderly, young children, and those who have 
difficult medical conditions, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

• For all of us, that we may find comfort in God’s extravagant mercy when we repent of our sins, let us pray to 
the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

• For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us 
pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Merciful and gracious God, you welcome our pleas for mercy and forgiveness and never fail to respond. 
Listen to the prayers we make  and the prayers of all those in your care and answer them according to your 
will, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Communion Rite 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: Page 134 
Let us pray with confidence to the Father in the words our Savior gave us.  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 
Rite of Peace: 
The sign of peace outwardly expresses a deep spiritual reality; through this sign we acknowledge Christ’s presence in 
each other and share the peace we have received from Him.  Let us offer each other the sign of peace.  
 
Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 
 
Communion: 
Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world.  Blessed are those called to the supper of 
the Lamb. 
 
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.                                       
 
The body of Christ.  Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion: 
Graciously be present to your people, we pray, O Lord, and lead those you have imbued with heavenly mysteries to 
pass from former ways to newness of life. 
  
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Concluding Rite: 
Final Blessing: 
 
May the Lord bless us,  protect us from all evil and bring us to everlasting life.  Amen. 
 
Go in the peace of Christ! Thanks be to God. 


