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Suggested Opening Song:  Make Us True Servants, #225 
 
In the Gospel today, we hear Jesus declare that he is the light of the world. Later, Saint Paul writes that we should 
live as children of light. How appropriate on this second scrutiny Sunday, when we are called to take an honest look 
at ourselves to see our weaknesses and sinful tendencies, that we are reminded how important it is to shine a light 
on our character and expose it to the light of day. “Live as children of light,” Paul writes, “for light produces every 
kind of goodness and righteousness and truth.” Let us ask God for forgiveness and guidance so that we can go forth 
shining with the light of Christ. 
 
As we gather let us begin our service by professing what we believe. 
 
Profession of Faith p. 144 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.  I believe in 
one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.  God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were 
made.  For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, (bow as we say) and by the Holy Spirit he was 
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered 
death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his 
kingdom will have no end.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  I believe 
in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
Introductory Rite:  
Greeting:  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Blessed be God forever. Blessed be God forever.  
 
Penitential Rite: p. 12 
Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so prepare ourselves to participate in this sacred celebration. 
 
I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my 
words, in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, through my fault, through my fault, through my most 
grievous fault; therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God.  
 
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. Amen 
 
Opening Prayer: 
O God, who through your Word reconcile the human race to yourself in a wonderful way, grant, we pray, that with 
prompt devotion and eager faith the Christian people may hasten toward the solemn celebrations to come. 
 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever 
and ever.  Amen. 
 
Liturgy of the Word: 
First Reading p. 130 
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A reading from the first Book of Samuel                       1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a 
 
The Lord said to Samuel: “Fill your horn with oil, and be on your way.  I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I 
have chosen my king from among his sons.” As Jesse and his sons came to the sacrifice, Samuel looked at Eliab and 
thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is here before him.”  But the Lord said to Samuel: “Do not judge from his 
appearance of from his lofty stature, because I have rejected him.  Not as man sees does God see, because man sees 
the appearance but the Lord looks into the heart.”  In the same way Jesse presented seven sons before Samuel, but 
Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any one of these.”  Then Samuel asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons 
you have?”  Jesse replied, “There is till the youngest, who is tending the sheep.”  Samuel said to Jesse, “Send for him; 
we will not begin the sacrificial banquet until he arrives here.”  Jesse sent and had the young man brought to them.  
He was ruddy, a youth handsome to behold and making a splendid appearance.  The Lord said, “There – anoint him, 
for this is the one!”  Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand, anointed David in the presence of his brothers; and 
from that day on, the spirit of the Lord rushed upon David. 
 
The word of the Lord.          Thanks be to God 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                   Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 
R/. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.   
R/. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. / In verdant pastures he gives me repose; 
beside restful waters he leads me; / he refreshes my soul.  R/. 
 
He guides me in right paths / for his name’s sake. Even though I walk in the dark valley / 
 I fear no evil; for you are at my side with your rod and your staff / that give me courage.  R/. 
 
You spread the table before me / in the sight of my foes; 
you anoint my head with oil; / my cup overflows.  R/. 
 
Only goodness and kindness follow me / all the days of my life; 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord / for years to come.  R/. 
 
Second Reading        
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians             Ephesians 5:8-14 
 
Brothers and sisters:  You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  Live as children of light, for light 
produces every kind of goodness and righteousness and truth.  Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.  Take no part 
in the fruitless works of darkness; rather expose them, for it is shameful even to mention the things done by them in 
secret; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light.  Therefore it 
says: “Awake, O sleeper, and arose from the dead, and Christ will give you light.” 
 
The word of the Lord.                           Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel                                          John 9:1-41 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John                            Glory to you, O Lord 
 
As Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?”  Jesus answered, “Neither he nor his parents sinned; it is so that the works of God 
might be made visible through him.  We have to do the works of the one who sent me while it is day.  Night is coming 
when no one can work.  While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”  When he had said this, he spat on the 
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ground and made clay with the saliva, and smeared the clay on his eyes, and said to him, “Go wash in the Pool of 
Siloam” – which means Sent -. So he went and washed, and came back able to see. 
 
His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said, “Isn’t this the one who used to sit and beg?” 
Some said, “It is,” but others said, “No, he just looks like him.”  He said, “I am.” So they said to him, “How were your 
eyes opened?”  He replied, “The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and 
wash.’ So I went there and washed and was able to see.”  And they said to him, “Where is he?”  He said, “I don’t 
know.” 
 
They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees.  Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on a 
Sabbath. So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see.  He said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, 
and I washed, and now I can see.” So some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, because he does not 
keep the Sabbath.”  But others said, “How can a sinful man do such signs?”  And there was a division among them. So 
they said to the blind man again, “What do you have to say about him, since he opened your eyes?”  He said, “He is a 
prophet.” 
 
Now the Jews did not believe that he had been blind and gained his sight until they summoned the parents of the 
one who had gained his sight.  They asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind?  How does he now 
see?”  His parents answered and said, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind.  We do not know 
how he sees now, nor do we know who opened his eyes.  Ask him, he is of age; he can speak for himself.”  His 
parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone acknowledged 
him as the Christ, he would be expelled from the synagogue.  For this reason his parents said, “He is of age; question 
him.”   
 
So a second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give God the praise!  We know that this 
man is a sinner.”  He replied, “If he is a sinner, I do not know.   One thing I do know is that I was blind and now I see.” 
So they said to him, “What did he do to you?  How did he open your eyes?”  He answered them, “I told you already 
and you did not listen.  Why do you want to hear it again?   
 
Do you want to become his disciples, too?”  They ridiculed him and said, “You are that man’s disciple; we are 
disciples of Moses!  We know that God spoke to Moses, but we do not know where this one is from.”  The man 
answered and said to them, “This is what is so amazing, that you do not know where he is from, yet he opened my 
eyes.  We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if one is devout and does his will, he listens to him.  It is 
unheard of that anyone ever opened the eyes of a person born blind.  If this man were not from God, he would not 
be able to do anything.” They answered and said to him, “You were born totally in sin, and are you trying to teach 
us?”  Then they threw him out. 
 
When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he found him and said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”  He 
answered and said, “Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?”  Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, the one 
speaking with you is he.”  He said, “I do believe, Lord,” and he worshiped him. Then Jesus said, “I came into this world 
for judgment, so that those who do not see might see, and those who do see might become blind.” Some of the 
Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not also blind, are we?”  Jesus said to them, 
“If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now you are saying, ‘We see,’ so your sin remains.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.                 Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Reflection on the Word:  
 In today’s first reading, the LORD asserts that God does not see how people see. We tend to see appearances, 

but God looks into the heart. How often do we find ourselves unable to see past appearances: the way someone 
looks, or sounds, or acts? In doing so, are we showing unconscious biases, prejudices, or assumptions? Let us 
not be like the Pharisees in the Gospel who become indignant when questioning the man who once was blind. 
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They cannot see past their belief that the man must have been born in sin. Nor can they look past the fact that 
Jesus happened to heal this man on the sabbath. These preconceived judgments blind them to the wonders of 
God, revealed in Christ. 

 
 The questioners in the Gospel think they have a good argument in their assertion that the formerly blind man 

was born totally in sin. What they fail to realize is that we all were born totally in sin. We all have inherited 
original sin. Moreover, we all are sinful creatures, susceptible to sin each and every day. Do we look at others 
who have sinned as less than us because their sin is worse or more visible? Does acting “holier than thou” help 
us feel better about ourselves? Can we challenge ourselves to look honestly at ourselves before criticizing or 
judging others? 

 
 There is an especially tender moment in this Gospel passage, nestled inconspicuously in the aftermath of the 

cure. It’s easy to miss, as it’s just half of a verse in a selection that includes an entire chapter of John’s Gospel. 
After the formerly blind man has the audacity to suggest that Jesus must be from God and the religious 
authorities respond by expelling him from the synagogue, John writes, “When Jesus heard that they had thrown 
him out, he found him . . .” (John 9:35). Here was a man who had been blind his entire life. An outcast from 
society, he used to sit and beg, likely often outside the synagogue. He would not have been welcome inside, 
since it was thought he or his parents must be sinful if he is blind. Then his whole life changed with a chance 
encounter with Jesus. But the authorities are unable to accept this sign from God and eventually he is excluded 
once again from the community he had been able to join for, maybe, only a day or two. When Jesus is told 
about this, he immediately goes and finds him. One imagines that he feels terrible that the timing of his healing 
caused this awful consequence. Perhaps he is justifiably angry at the religious authorities. But whatever the 
motivating factor, he feels compassion for the man he’d healed and wants to comfort him. And comfort him he 
did, for it is only then that he completes the cure for his blindness. The man’s spiritual eyesight is fully realized 
as he desires to believe in the Son of Man and comes to know that Jesus is he. 

 
Question of the Week 
What are my blind spots? What biases do I have that distort the way I see others or see the world? Am I willing to ask 
someone I know well to be honest with me? 
 
Prayer of the Faithful:  
As children of light, let us shine our light on the needs of our sisters and brothers here and around the world. 
 

 For the Church, that we may shine the light of Christ wherever we go, spreading goodness, virtue, and truth 
into all the darkened recesses of the world, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

 That those who must walk through the dark valleys of war, violence, and oppression may soon see the light 
of peace, safety, and justice, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
 For those whose disabilities are a burden, that their burden may be lightened by those who care for them 

and all those they encounter, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

 For those preparing to receive the sacraments of initiation at Easter, that their eyes may be opened to God’s 
presence in their lives, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
 For all of us gathered here today, that we may live as children of light, making visible to the world the grace 

of God in our daily lives, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

 For what else should we pray?  Let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
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 For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts; for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us 
pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Luminous God, you filled the universe with light and saw that it was good. May we always reflect the everlasting light 
of your infinite love. Grant this and all our prayers through the light of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Communion Rite 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: p. 180 
Let us pray with confidence to the Father in the words our Savior gave us.  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 
Rite of Peace: 
The sign of peace outwardly expresses a deep spiritual reality; through this sign we acknowledge Christ’s presence in 
each other and share the peace we have received from Him.  Let us offer each other the sign of peace.  
 
Communion: 
Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world.  Blessed are those called to the supper of 
the Lamb. 
 
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.                                      
 
The body of Christ.  Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion: 
O God, who enlighten everyone who comes into this world, illuminate our hearts, we pray, with the splendor of your 
grace, that we may always ponder what is worthy and pleasing to your majesty and love you in all sincerity.       
 
Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Concluding Rite:  
Final Blessing: 
May the Lord bless us,  protect us from all evil and lead us to everlasting life.  Amen 
 
Go in peace! Thanks be to God. 
 
Suggested Closing Song: We Are the Light of the World, #249 


