
THE EXTRAORDINARY FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 
 

It was no accident that Saint Thomas was not present on that first Easter. 
 

 That scenario was ordained by God to get us to understand the importance of trusting (believing) in 
Jesus in order to obtain grace.  
 

It was also ordained by God that the very first act that Jesus performed after His Resurrection was 
none other than the institution of the sacrament of Confession. These two events play a crucial role 
in salvation. 
 

 On Easter Sunday, and all throughout the week, we celebrate the creation of grace that Jesus has 
obtained for us by His Passion, Death, and Resurrection. On the following Sunday, the Octave of 
Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday) we celebrate the fulfillment of what Easter is all about and we receive 
a big outpouring of a whole ocean of graces.  
 

The obtainment of these graces is brought about by trusting in Jesus and by approaching His 
ministers and going to Confession. Mercy Sunday is really designed to get souls back to the practice 
of their faith. That is why the Catholic Church has attached extraordinary graces to this Sunday that 
is very unique and different from plenary indulgence. See below. 
 

It is imperative that Easter be celebrated for a full eight days and in a solemn way. No longer can we 
let the Easter-only Catholics walk out of Church on Easter Sunday without an invitation to come 
back and to celebrate the Easter Octave. Although the Easter season extends for a full fifty days 
until Pentecost, the Easter feast itself is only 8 days long, from the Easter Vigil until the evening of 
that octave, Divine Mercy Sunday. It is very important that we celebrate Easter correctly and that 
includes celebrating the great Feast of Divine Mercy Sunday. 
 
 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PLENARY INDULGENCE & EXTRAORDINARY GRACES FROM 
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY. 
 1.) The special graces that our Lord promised for Mercy Sunday come solely through the reception 
of Holy Communion on that day, in a state of grace, with trust in The Divine Mercy. Any plenary 
indulgence granted by the Church, on the other hand, involves the fulfilment of a number of 
conditions, including prayer for the pope's intentions, confession and Holy Eucharist, and the 
carrying out of the special indulgenced work (in this case: participating in public devotions to The 
Divine Mercy on Mercy Sunday itself). 
 
2) The special graces promised by our Lord for Mercy Sunday can be received by a soul in a state 
of grace, but with imperfect love for God, and imperfect contrition for sin—as long as the soul merely 
trusts in the Mercy of God, and clings to Him because of His promised benefits. A plenary 
indulgence, however, can only be obtained through the performance of an indulgenced work as an 
expression of pure love for God. If the intentions of one's indulgenced work are not pure (say, the 
work is done in part out of fear of hell or purgatory, and loathing for oneself — or the desire to 
impress one's friends and relatives! — rather than purely out of love for God) then the indulgence 
obtained will be only partial, not plenary. 


