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Walking together with Pastor Peter

As our nation prepares to celebrate 250 years since the signing of the Declaration of
Independence, we will hear many stories about our heritage. We will remember courage,
sacrifice, perseverance, and the long struggle to build a nation committed to liberty and
equality.
 
Heritage matters. It tells us where we have come from. It gives us stories from which we
can draw strength and wisdom. It reminds us that we did not create the world in which we
live by ourselves. We have inherited institutions, traditions, freedoms, responsibilities, and
unfinished work from those who came before us.
 
But honoring our heritage does not require us to pretend that the past was perfect. The
reality is that the folks who came before us were just trying to “figure it out as they go” just
as we often are today. I would wager that many of the founding fathers wrestled with
imposter syndrome as well. They were, after all, human… just like you and me.
 
The same is true for the church.
 
Our congregation also has a rich history. Generations of faithful people have worshiped,
prayed, served, taught, struggled, and made difficult decisions here. We have inherited
much from them. We should tell their stories, learn from their wisdom, and give thanks for
the gifts they entrusted to us.
 
But no congregation’s history is without mistakes, missed opportunities, disagreements, or
heartaches. Honoring the past does not mean declaring that every decision was right. Nor
does moving forward mean that everything from the past must be discarded. Again, those
who have come before us… and before me… have been trying to figure it out as they go.
 
I sometimes wish the Gospel writers had recorded more about how Jesus handled the
everyday interpersonal struggles among his disciples. We know they argued about which
one of them was the greatest. We know James and John asked for positions of honor,
upsetting the others. We know Peter often spoke first and stepped forward. Surely there
were moments when personalities collided, feelings were hurt, and someone muttered
under his breath on the road behind Jesus.
 
What did Jesus say when two disciples could no longer stand being in the same room?
How did he respond when one felt ignored or another felt unfairly criticized? How did he
help them name resentments before those resentments hardened into contempt?

The Gospels do not give us transcripts of all those conversations. But they do show us
something important: Jesus did not simply ignore the conflict.

 When the disciples argued about who was greatest, Jesus asked them what they
had been discussing. When they competed for power, Jesus spoke directly about
the ways power could be abused. He placed a child among them. He washed their
feet. He taught them that greatness in God’s kingdom is found not in controlling
others, but in serving them.

Jesus did not preserve their relationship by pretending that nothing was wrong.
He brought their struggles into the light and invited them into a different way of
living together. 

Steps with our Past...



Walking together with Pastor Peter
That may be part of our calling as a congregation today.
 
There are times when we become so concerned with being right that we stop
being curious about one another. We prepare our responses instead of listening
actively. We assume we already know another person’s motives. We avoid
difficult conversations until silence begins to feel more peaceful than honesty.
 
But silence is not always peace.
 
Good relationships require enough trust to say, “This hurt me,” “I am afraid,” “I
feel that I am not being heard,” or even, “I may not understand this as well as I
thought I did.”
 
Listening does not mean that we will always agree. Being in good relationship
does not mean that every opinion is equally wise or that harmful behavior should
go unchallenged. It means recognizing that the person across from us is more
than an opinion they hold. They are a child of God whose story we may not yet
fully understand.
 
As we remember 250 years of our national heritage and the generations of faith
that shaped our congregation, may we receive the past as both gift and teacher.
May it give us strength without making us defensive, wisdom without making us
rigid, and courage enough to acknowledge where change is needed.
 
We honor our heritage best not by standing still, but by carrying its greatest
hopes forward.

And we follow Jesus best not by winning every argument, but by learning how to
speak truth, listen deeply, serve humbly, and remain at the table with one
another.

With love and blessing from, Pastor Peter Olson
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LEADER LAUNCH – SAVE THE
DATE!

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30TH 
 9:15AM-10:45AM

FELLOWSHIP HALL
ALL 2026-2027 CHILDREN’S AND

YOUTH VOLUNTEERS ARE INVITED
TO AN EXCITING MORNING TO

CONNECT WITH OTHER
VOLUNTEERS, AND BE INSPIRED
BY HOW YOUR ROLE FITS INTO

THE LARGER VISION AND
PURPOSE OF CHILDREN’S AND

YOUTH MINISTRY. SAVE THE DATE
AND JOIN US!

HAVE A REOCCURING EVENT? 

MAKE SURE IT IS ON THE OFFICE CALENDAR
SEND YOU EVENT INFORMATION TO 

KRISTYN.YERGER@STILLWATERFPC.ORG 
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CHURCH NEWS &
ANNOUCEMENTS
CHURCH NEWS &
ANNOUCEMENTS

SATURDAY BRUNCH
VOLUNTEERING:

BACK IN JUNE, THE CHILDREN'S
MINISTRY JOINED IN AND HELPED
VOLUNTEER DURING SATURDAY

BRUNCH. WE HELPED MAKE PB&J'S,
HELPED SERVE ON THE FOOD LINE,

AND SPENT TIME BEING ABLE TO
HELP OUR COMMUNITY. WE HAD

SUCH AN AMAZING TIME AND
WOULD LIKE TO THANK EVERYONE

WHO HELPED MAKE THIS EVENT
HAPPEN!

Celebration of Spencer Family
 

Tim and Becky Schlais would like
to invite our church family to

celebrate as Rachel (Schlais) and
Tim Spencer start their new

journey as married couple. This
community of faith has been
there from the beginning for

Rachel and they both would like
the church family to walk
alongside them—praying,

encouraging, and celebrating
each step of the way.

 
Rachel and Tim will be married in
Wyoming on August 1, 2026. They
would like to celebrate the start

of their new life with church
family. Please join us for

Celebration of Family for a come
and go reception on September

13  at 2p.m.-4p.m.th

 
Your prayers and presence will be

their greatest blessings.

A SIMPLE ACT OF STEWARDSHIP 

AS WE SHARE THIS SPACE
TOGETHER, PLEASE TAKE A

MOMENT TO RETURN FURNITURE,
CHAIRS & ANYTHING ELSE BACK TO
THEIR PROPER PLACES AND LEAVE

THE FACILITY IN THE SAME
CONDITION YOU FOUND IT.

THANK YOU FOR HELPING US CARE
FOR OUR CHURCH AND SERVE ONE

ANOTHER WELL.



SESSION NEWS & UPDATESSESSION NEWS & UPDATES
EMERSON CAMPBELL, PARKER CHARTER AND ARCHER FULLERTON
(COMMUNICANTS CLASS OF 2025-26) WERE ACCEPTED INTO MEMBERSHIP;

 
NANCY RYAN, BY LETTER OF TRANSFER FROM FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
WOODWARD, OKLAHOMA JOINED FPC;

 
KEN MCKINLEY WAS APPOINTED CLERK OF THE SESSION THROUGH DECEMBER
2026;

 
PLEDGED GIVING THROUGH APRIL 30, 2026 WAS $282,822, NEARLY 40% OF
ANNUAL; 2) INCOME LESS EXPENSE FOR THE FIRST FOUR MONTHS WAS $44,442
(POSITIVE!);

 
PASTOR PETER OLSON REPORTS: 1) CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR, KRISTYN YERGER,
BACK IN THE OFFICE AFTER A SHORT HEALTH-RELATED LEAVE OF ABSENCE; 2)
MALLORY KIZER, DIGITAL COMMUNICATIONS ASSISTANT, IS COORDINATING THE
PUBLICATION OF THE AMBASSADOR; 3) A REMOTE CLASS, LED BY WARTBURG
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY PROFESSOR, REV. DR. CRAIG NESSAN, ON THE LIFE AND
TEACHINGS OF DIETRICH BONHOEFFER, MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM, FIVE SUNDAYS,
4:00 PM, MAY 31 THROUGH JULY 7;

 
DANA BROWN, LONG-TIME DIRECTOR OF THE PRE-SCHOOL, RETIRED AT THE END
OF THE 2025-26 SCHOOL YEAR; KATE WELLS IS THE NEW DIRECTOR;

 
THE DEACONS COMMITTEE PROVIDED THANK-YOU LUNCHEON(S) FOR TEACHERS
AT LINCOLN SCHOOL, HIGHLAND PARK ELEMENTARY AND THE PRESBYTERIAN
PRE-SCHOOL;

 
THE MEMBERSHIP OF FPC-STILLWATER STOOD AT 304 AT THE END OF APRIL 2026
WITH THE ADDITION OF NEW MEMBERS, KATIE THOMPSON AND JOEY MURPHY;

 
A $1,000 DONATION TO THE STILLWATER DANCING TURTLE MINISTRY WAS
APPROVED;

 
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE REPORTED BRIEF DISCUSSION OF THE NEED TO RE-FUND
AND FILL THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR LINE; APPOINTMENT OF A PASTOR NOMINATING
COMMITTEE WILL BE ON HOLD UNTIL LATE FALL 2026

 
ADULT AND FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE COMING EVENTS: 1) POT-LUCK LUNCHEON
AFTER WORSHIP, SUNDAY, JUNE 7; 2) “FOOD, FUN AND FELLOWSHIP” EVENT AT
COUCH PARK, SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 2026; AND 3) ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUMMER CLASS(ES) AS FOLLOWS: A) “FEASTING ON THE WORD” NOT MEETING; B)
“FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP” IS SELECTING NEW BOOKS TO READ AND EXPLORE
TOGETHER.
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“GOD, WHAT DO YOU WANT TO DO THROUGH ME?” THIS PHRASE CONTINUES TO BE THE
PILLAR OF THE FROM  STRENGTH TO STRENGTH CAMPAIGN AND STRONGLY FELT AS WE
MOVE THROUGH THIS CAMPAIGN. 

IT IS NEARLY THE END OF JUNE WHICH MEANS WE ARE NEARING THE HALFWAY POINT OF
THIS CAMPAIGN. THE LOVE OF THIS CONGREGATION IN SUPPORTING THE FROM STRENGTH
TO STRENGTH CAMPAIGN HAS BEEN EXPRESSED AND CAN BE SEEN IN THE COMPLETED
PROJECTS THAT HAVE BEEN DONE TO THIS POINT. MANY OF THE FACILITIES PROJECTS HAVE
BEEN DETAILED IN EARLIER REPORTS, SO WE WOULD LIKE TO HIGHLIGHT ONE OF THE
MISSION AND PROGRAMMING PROJECTS THAT WAS JUST APPROVED. THE DEACON’S HAVE
REQUESTED FUNDING FOR THE LITTLE FREE PANTRY AND LITTLE RED PANTRY TO HELP
SUPPORT THAT COMMUNITY OUTREACH FOR THE NEXT THREE YEARS. ADDITIONAL FUNDING
WILL BE NEEDED, BUT SESSION HAS APPROVED $10,800
($900 PER QUARTER FOR THE NEXT THREE YEARS). THESE PANTRY PROJECTS WERE
INITIATED IN 2022 AND NOW HAVE DEDICATED SUPPORT INTO 2029.

KNOWING THE HEART OF THIS CONGREGATION, WE EXPECT THESE PROJECTS TO CONTINUE
EVEN FURTHER AS LONG AS A NEED IS BEING MET. THANK YOU FOR BEING PART OF THIS
CAMPAIGN AND WALKING WITH LOVE AS WE CONTINUE THE WORK THAT YOUR
COMMITMENTS PROVIDE.

UPDATE OF THE FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH CAPITAL CAMPAIGN AS OF 5/31/2026:

TOTAL PLEDGES: $1,766,922.09 RECEIVED AS OF 5/31/2026: $1,249,424.48 

HALLELUJAH, GOD IS GOOD! 70.71% OF PLEDGES HAVE BEEN RECEIVED IN FIRST 17 MONTHS
OF THE 3-YEAR CAMPAIGN. THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT AND COMMITMENT
TO THIS CAMPAIGN IN HELPING FPC DEEPEN OUR ROOTS AND STRENGTHEN OUR PROGRAMS
AND FACILITIES FOR NOW AND INTO THE FUTURE AS WE CONTINUE TO PRAY, “GOD, WHAT
DO YOU WANT TO DO THROUGH ME?”
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Faith & Fellowship, a book study/discussion class,  meets
on Sunday mornings at 9:45 am in the Fellowship Hall.
The class is led by Linda Burks, author of Navigating
Transitions, Embracing Change and Finding Purpose. As a
congregation in transition, we may find this book helpful
in embracing the changes and encouraging healing along
the way. If you have not yet attended a discussion but
would like to start, that is no problem. Please join us when
you can.

For sourcing the book, the church library has 2 copies to
check out. You can also purchase a copy on Amazon
($16.99), Kindle edition ($7.99) or free with Kindle
Unlimited. We would love to have you join our class! If you
have questions, please get in touch with Lisa McGaw.

ADULT & FELLOWSHIP 
MINISTRIES

ADULT & FELLOWSHIP 
MINISTRIES
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https://a.co/d/04KX7h3V
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email/edit/activity/90db6e53-e4f7-4d4e-8150-6152e7056a96
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LEADER LAUNCH – SAVE THE DATE!
SUNDAY, AUGUST 30TH – 9:15-10:45AM

FELLOWSHIP HALL
ALL 2026-2027 CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH

VOLUNTEERS ARE INVITED TO AN EXCITING MORNING
TO CONNECT WITH OTHER VOLUNTEERS, AND BE

INSPIRED BY HOW YOUR ROLE FITS INTO THE
LARGER VISION AND PURPOSE OF CHILDREN’S AND

YOUTH MINISTRY. SAVE THE DATE AND JOIN US!

CHECK OUT THE UPCOMING
EVENTS WITH PYG BELOW! 
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Troop 
820

Troop 
820

TROOP 820 HAS HAD A BUSY SPRING.
 IN APRIL, WE TRAVELED TO ALABASTER

CAVERNS FOR OUR TROOP
CAMP. IN MAY WE CAMPED AT ROBBERS CAVE

WHERE THE SCOUTS WORKED ON
REQUIREMENTS AND

HIKED THE TRAILS AROUND THE CAVE AREA.
ALSO IN MAY, WE PROVIDED SERVICE WORK AT

THE SPECIAL
OLYMPICS SUMMER GAMES AND HELPED THE

AMERICAN LEGION PLACE FLAGS AND REMOVE
THEM AT

THE END OF THE DAY FOR MEMORIAL DAY. 

THE SCOUTS HAD A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO
PARTICIPATE IN THE

LAST FRONTIER COUNCIL’S AMERICA 250TH
CELEBRATION. HERE THE SCOUTS WERE ABLE

TO STAFF A
BACKPACKING DEMONSTRATION BOOTH AND

LEARN ABOUT OTHER TROOPS AND THE
SCOUTING AREAS THEY

EMPHASIZE. WE ATTENDED SUMMER CAMP AT
KERR SCOUT RANCH AT SLIPPERY FALLS IN

JUNE WHERE
SCOUTS HAD AN EXCITING AND FUN FILLED

WEEK WORKING ON MERIT BADGES AND
SPENDING TIME

TOGETHER.

 UPCOMING ACTIVITIES INCLUDE A DAY TRIP TO
OKLAHOMA CITY TO VISIT THE NATIONAL

GUARD
MUSEUM AND OKC ZOO. IN AUGUST WE PLAN

TO CAMP AT WILL ROGERS SCOUT
RESERVATION.

MAY WAS A MONTH FULL OF OUTDOOR ADVENTURE AND
HANDS-ON LEARNING FOR PACK 3842! CUB SCOUTS

GATHERED AT BOOMER LAKE FOR A PACK BIKE RIDE AND
LATER PUT THEIR SAFETY TRAINING INTO PRACTICE

DURING A FISHING DERBY, ENJOYING A GREAT DAY OF
FISHING TOGETHER. WE WRAPPED UP THE MONTH BY

PUTTING OUR ENGINEERING SKILLS TO WORK DURING AN
EGG DROP WITH THE HELP OF THE STILLWATER FIRE

DEPARTMENT. THE RESULTS WERE EGG-CELLENT!
IN JUNE, OUR SCOUTS TOURED THE PISTOL PETE HOUSE

TO LEARN ABOUT ONE OF OKLAHOMA STATE
UNIVERSITY'S MOST RECOGNIZABLE COWBOY MASCOTS
BEFORE VISITING THE OSU FLIGHT CENTER, WHERE THEY
MET THE FLYING AGGIES AND LEARNED ABOUT AVIATION.

SCOUTS EVEN HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO SIT IN THE
COCKPIT OF A SMALL AIRPLANE, MAKING IT AN

UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE FOR MANY FUTURE PILOTS.
LOOKING AHEAD, WE'LL CONTINUE HAVING FUN WHILE

STAYING COOL DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS.
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES INCLUDE OUR RAINWATER

REGATTA, WHERE SCOUTS WILL PRACTICE THEIR BOAT-
BUILDING SKILLS, FOLLOWED BY A TRIP TO THE SPLASH

PAD TO CELEBRATE ANOTHER GREAT SUMMER
ADVENTURE.

DURING THE SUMMER, PACK 3842 MEETS EVERY OTHER
MONDAY AT 6:00 P.M. WE LOOK FORWARD TO RETURNING

TO OUR REGULAR MEETING SCHEDULE IN THE FALL.

IF YOU KNOW A CHILD IN KINDERGARTEN THROUGH 5TH GRADE WHO
MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN JOINING CUB SCOUTS, PLEASE CONTACT PAKE
WING AT PACK3842@GMAIL.COM. WE WOULD LOVE TO WELCOME THEM!



PINEAPPLE  SALSA 

2 CUPS FRESH PINEAPPLE, DICED
SMALL

1 RED BELL PEPPER, DICED
¼ CUP RED ONION, FINELY DICED

¼ CUP CHOPPED CILANTRO
1 JALAPENO, SEEDED AND FINELY

DICED (OPTIONAL)
JUICE OF 1 LIME

¼ TEASPOON SALT

COMBINE ALL INGREDENTS IN A
MEDIUM BOWL

STIR UNTIL WELL MIXED
ADD SALT OR LIME JUICE TO TASTE 
REFRIGERATE FOR 15 - 30 MINUTES

PRIOR TO SERVING

SERVE WITH TORTILLA CHIPS 
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GROWING THROUGH EVERY SEASON
"TRUST IN THE LORD WITH ALL YOUR HEART AND LEAN NOT ON YOUR OWN

UNDERSTANDING; IN ALL YOUR WAYS SUBMIT TO HIM, AND HE WILL MAKE
YOUR PATHS STRAIGHT."

— PROVERBS 3:5–6
SUMMER HAS A WAY OF INVITING US TO SLOW DOWN. WHETHER WE'RE

ENJOYING FAMILY VACATIONS, TENDING A GARDEN, OR SIMPLY SPENDING
MORE TIME OUTDOORS, THIS SEASON REMINDS US THAT GROWTH TAKES

TIME.
JUST AS A GARDEN DOESN'T FLOURISH OVERNIGHT, OUR FAITH GROWS

LITTLE BY LITTLE THROUGH DAILY MOMENTS WITH GOD. SOME SEASONS OF
LIFE ARE FILLED WITH JOY AND ABUNDANCE. OTHERS BRING UNCERTAINTY,

CHANGE, OR WAITING. YET IN EVERY SEASON, GOD REMAINS FAITHFUL.
SOMETIMES WE WANT IMMEDIATE ANSWERS OR A CLEAR PICTURE OF

WHAT'S AHEAD. INSTEAD, GOD OFTEN ASKS US TO TRUST HIM ONE STEP AT A
TIME. HE NURTURES OUR FAITH THROUGH PRAYER, SCRIPTURE, WORSHIP,

AND THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF ONE ANOTHER.
THIS MONTH, TAKE A FEW MOMENTS EACH DAY TO PAUSE AND NOTICE

GOD'S PRESENCE. THANK HIM FOR BOTH THE BIG BLESSINGS AND THE SMALL
MOMENTS OF GRACE—A KIND WORD FROM A FRIEND, A BEAUTIFUL SUNSET,

OR THE QUIET PEACE FOUND IN PRAYER.
AS WE CONTINUE TO GROW TOGETHER AS A CHURCH FAMILY, MAY WE

TRUST THAT GOD IS FAITHFULLY AT WORK IN EACH OF US, SHAPING OUR
HEARTS AND LEADING US ACCORDING TO HIS PERFECT PLAN.

PRAYER:
LORD, HELP US TO TRUST YOU IN EVERY SEASON. OPEN OUR HEARTS TO SEE
YOUR WORK IN OUR LIVES EACH DAY, AND STRENGTHEN OUR FAITH AS WE

FOLLOW WHERE YOU LEAD. AMEN.

AS THE SUMMER HEAT RISES, SO DO THE
SPIRITS OF OUR SCOUTS. THIS YEAR, WE
ATTENDED SUMMER CAMP AT THE KERR

SCOUT RANCH IN TISHOMINGO, OKLAHOMA
WHERE MEMBERS WORKED ON COMPLETING
VARIOUS MERIT BADGES AND PARTICIPATED
IN MANY ACTIVITIES. CHARLOTTE JENSON
MENTIONED THAT DESPITE THE HOT AND

HUMID WEATHER, THE OPPORTUNITIES THAT
THE CAMP PROVIDED WERE UNMATCHED.

SOME SCOUTS WERE ENGAGED IN AQUATICS,
WHICH MANY CONSIDERED TO BE THE MOST
ENTERTAINING PART OF CAMP. IN ADDITION

TO THAT, OUR TROOP ALSO MADE
FRIENDSHIP BRACELETS TOGETHER AND
BONDED OVER CAMPFIRE DANCES. ASIDE
FROM SUMMER CAMP, WE ALSO CLEANED

OUT OUR TROOP CLOSET AND ARE
PLANNING TO HOST A GARAGE SALE TO HELP

FUNDRAISE FOR FUTURE ADVENTURES.
HAPPY SUMMER!!

Troop 
888

Troop 
888



WANT TO STAY CONNECTED? 
SIGN UP FOR FIRST THINGS
OUR WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

STAY INFORMED WITH EVENTS, SERMON
LINKS & MORE! 

OUR PURPOSE: 
THE AMBASSADOR IS YOUR

CONNECTION TO THE LFIE AND MINISTY
OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

WHETHER YOU’RE WORSHIPPING WITH
US EACH WEEK OR STAYING CONNECTED
FROM AFAR, OUR GOAL IS TO KEEP YOU
INFORMED, ENCOURAGE AND CONNECT

TO GOD’S WORD. 

EACH ISSUE FEATURES MINISTRY
UPDATES, UPCOMING EVENTS,

CHURCH NEWS, AND STORIES THAT
CELEBRATE GOD’S WORK IN OUR
CONGREGATION. WE HOPE THIS
NEWSLETTER HELPS YOU STAY

ENGAGED, CONNECTED AND REMINDS
YOU THAT YOU ARE IMPORTANT PART

OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
524 S. DUNCAN STREET

STILLWATER, OKLAHOMA 74074
(405) 372-5580

WWW.STILLWATERFPC.ORG

COME WORSHIP WITH US! 
9:45 A.M. - 10:45 A.M. - SUNDAY SCHOOL

(ALL AGES) 
11:00 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STILLWATER

RADIO: 
KSPI & 94.3 FM

HAVE SOMETHING TO ADD TO THE
AMBASSADOR? 

SEND YOUR ADDITIONS TO 
FPCHURCH1889@STILLWATERFPC.ORG
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	But honoring our heritage does not require us to pretend that the past was perfect. The reality is that the folks who came before us were just trying to “figure it out as they go” just as we often are today. I would wager that many of the founding fathers wrestled with imposter syndrome as well. They were, after all, human… just like you and me.
	The same is true for the church.
	Our congregation also has a rich history. Generations of faithful people have worshiped, prayed, served, taught, struggled, and made difficult decisions here. We have inherited much from them. We should tell their stories, learn from their wisdom, and give thanks for the gifts they entrusted to us.
	But no congregation’s history is without mistakes, missed opportunities, disagreements, or heartaches. Honoring the past does not mean declaring that every decision was right. Nor does moving forward mean that everything from the past must be discarded. Again, those who have come before us… and before me… have been trying to figure it out as they go.
	I sometimes wish the Gospel writers had recorded more about how Jesus handled the everyday interpersonal struggles among his disciples. We know they argued about which one of them was the greatest. We know James and John asked for positions of honor, upsetting the others. We know Peter often spoke first and stepped forward. Surely there were moments when personalities collided, feelings were hurt, and someone muttered under his breath on the road behind Jesus.
	What did Jesus say when two disciples could no longer stand being in the same room? How did he respond when one felt ignored or another felt unfairly criticized? How did he help them name resentments before those resentments hardened into contempt?
	The Gospels do not give us transcripts of all those conversations. But they do show us something important: Jesus did not simply ignore the conflict.
	When the disciples argued about who was greatest, Jesus asked them what they had been discussing. When they competed for power, Jesus spoke directly about the ways power could be abused. He placed a child among them. He washed their feet. He taught them that greatness in God’s kingdom is found not in controlling others, but in serving them.
	Jesus did not preserve their relationship by pretending that nothing was wrong. He brought their struggles into the light and invited them into a different way of living together.


	Walking together with Pastor Peter
	That may be part of our calling as a congregation today.
	There are times when we become so concerned with being right that we stop being curious about one another. We prepare our responses instead of listening actively. We assume we already know another person’s motives. We avoid difficult conversations until silence begins to feel more peaceful than honesty.
	But silence is not always peace.
	Good relationships require enough trust to say, “This hurt me,” “I am afraid,” “I feel that I am not being heard,” or even, “I may not understand this as well as I thought I did.”
	Listening does not mean that we will always agree. Being in good relationship does not mean that every opinion is equally wise or that harmful behavior should go unchallenged. It means recognizing that the person across from us is more than an opinion they hold. They are a child of God whose story we may not yet fully understand.
	As we remember 250 years of our national heritage and the generations of faith that shaped our congregation, may we receive the past as both gift and teacher. May it give us strength without making us defensive, wisdom without making us rigid, and courage enough to acknowledge where change is needed.
	We honor our heritage best not by standing still, but by carrying its greatest hopes forward.
	And we follow Jesus best not by winning every argument, but by learning how to speak truth, listen deeply, serve humbly, and remain at the table with one another.
	With love and blessing from,
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	“GOD, WHAT DO YOU WANT TO DO THROUGH ME?” THIS PHRASE CONTINUES TO BE THE PILLAR OF THE FROM  STRENGTH TO STRENGTH CAMPAIGN AND STRONGLY FELT AS WE MOVE THROUGH THIS CAMPAIGN.
	IT IS NEARLY THE END OF JUNE WHICH MEANS WE ARE NEARING THE HALFWAY POINT OF THIS CAMPAIGN. THE LOVE OF THIS CONGREGATION IN SUPPORTING THE FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH CAMPAIGN HAS BEEN EXPRESSED AND CAN BE SEEN IN THE COMPLETED PROJECTS THAT HAVE BEEN DONE TO THIS POINT. MANY OF THE FACILITIES PROJECTS HAVE BEEN DETAILED IN EARLIER REPORTS, SO WE WOULD LIKE TO HIGHLIGHT ONE OF THE MISSION AND PROGRAMMING PROJECTS THAT WAS JUST APPROVED. THE DEACON’S HAVE REQUESTED FUNDING FOR THE LITTLE FREE PANTRY AND LITTLE RED PANTRY TO HELP SUPPORT THAT COMMUNITY OUTREACH FOR THE NEXT THREE YEARS. ADDITIONAL FUNDING WILL BE NEEDED, BUT SESSION HAS APPROVED $10,800 ($900 PER QUARTER FOR THE NEXT THREE YEARS). THESE PANTRY PROJECTS WERE INITIATED IN 2022 AND NOW HAVE DEDICATED SUPPORT INTO 2029.
	KNOWING THE HEART OF THIS CONGREGATION, WE EXPECT THESE PROJECTS TO CONTINUE EVEN FURTHER AS LONG AS A NEED IS BEING MET. THANK YOU FOR BEING PART OF THIS CAMPAIGN AND WALKING WITH LOVE AS WE CONTINUE THE WORK THAT YOUR COMMITMENTS PROVIDE.
	UPDATE OF THE FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH CAPITAL CAMPAIGN AS OF 5/31/2026:
	TOTAL PLEDGES: $1,766,922.09 RECEIVED AS OF 5/31/2026: $1,249,424.48
	HALLELUJAH, GOD IS GOOD! 70.71% OF PLEDGES HAVE BEEN RECEIVED IN FIRST 17 MONTHS OF THE 3-YEAR CAMPAIGN. THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT AND COMMITMENT TO THIS CAMPAIGN IN HELPING FPC DEEPEN OUR ROOTS AND STRENGTHEN OUR PROGRAMS AND FACILITIES FOR NOW AND INTO THE FUTURE AS WE CONTINUE TO PRAY, “GOD, WHAT DO YOU WANT TO DO THROUGH ME?”
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	LEADER LAUNCH – SAVE THE DATE! SUNDAY, AUGUST 30TH – 9:15-10:45AM FELLOWSHIP HALL ALL 2026-2027 CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH VOLUNTEERS ARE INVITED TO AN EXCITING MORNING TO CONNECT WITH OTHER VOLUNTEERS, AND BE INSPIRED BY HOW YOUR ROLE FITS INTO THE LARGER VISION AND PURPOSE OF CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH MINISTRY. SAVE THE DATE AND JOIN US!
	Troop  820
	TROOP 820 HAS HAD A BUSY SPRING.  IN APRIL, WE TRAVELED TO ALABASTER CAVERNS FOR OUR TROOP CAMP. IN MAY WE CAMPED AT ROBBERS CAVE WHERE THE SCOUTS WORKED ON REQUIREMENTS AND HIKED THE TRAILS AROUND THE CAVE AREA. ALSO IN MAY, WE PROVIDED SERVICE WORK AT THE SPECIAL OLYMPICS SUMMER GAMES AND HELPED THE AMERICAN LEGION PLACE FLAGS AND REMOVE THEM AT THE END OF THE DAY FOR MEMORIAL DAY.
	THE SCOUTS HAD A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE IN THE LAST FRONTIER COUNCIL’S AMERICA 250TH CELEBRATION. HERE THE SCOUTS WERE ABLE TO STAFF A BACKPACKING DEMONSTRATION BOOTH AND LEARN ABOUT OTHER TROOPS AND THE SCOUTING AREAS THEY EMPHASIZE. WE ATTENDED SUMMER CAMP AT KERR SCOUT RANCH AT SLIPPERY FALLS IN JUNE WHERE SCOUTS HAD AN EXCITING AND FUN FILLED WEEK WORKING ON MERIT BADGES AND SPENDING TIME TOGETHER.
	UPCOMING ACTIVITIES INCLUDE A DAY TRIP TO OKLAHOMA CITY TO VISIT THE NATIONAL GUARD MUSEUM AND OKC ZOO. IN AUGUST WE PLAN TO CAMP AT WILL ROGERS SCOUT RESERVATION.
	MAY WAS A MONTH FULL OF OUTDOOR ADVENTURE AND HANDS-ON LEARNING FOR PACK 3842! CUB SCOUTS GATHERED AT BOOMER LAKE FOR A PACK BIKE RIDE AND LATER PUT THEIR SAFETY TRAINING INTO PRACTICE DURING A FISHING DERBY, ENJOYING A GREAT DAY OF FISHING TOGETHER. WE WRAPPED UP THE MONTH BY PUTTING OUR ENGINEERING SKILLS TO WORK DURING AN EGG DROP WITH THE HELP OF THE STILLWATER FIRE DEPARTMENT. THE RESULTS WERE EGG-CELLENT! IN JUNE, OUR SCOUTS TOURED THE PISTOL PETE HOUSE TO LEARN ABOUT ONE OF OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY'S MOST RECOGNIZABLE COWBOY MASCOTS BEFORE VISITING THE OSU FLIGHT CENTER, WHERE THEY MET THE FLYING AGGIES AND LEARNED ABOUT AVIATION. SCOUTS EVEN HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO SIT IN THE COCKPIT OF A SMALL AIRPLANE, MAKING IT AN UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE FOR MANY FUTURE PILOTS. LOOKING AHEAD, WE'LL CONTINUE HAVING FUN WHILE STAYING COOL DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS. UPCOMING ACTIVITIES INCLUDE OUR RAINWATER REGATTA, WHERE SCOUTS WILL PRACTICE THEIR BOAT-BUILDING SKILLS, FOLLOWED BY A TRIP TO THE SPLASH PAD TO CELEBRATE ANOTHER GREAT SUMMER ADVENTURE. DURING THE SUMMER, PACK 3842 MEETS EVERY OTHER MONDAY AT 6:00 P.M. WE LOOK FORWARD TO RETURNING TO OUR REGULAR MEETING SCHEDULE IN THE FALL.
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