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The Liturgy of the Word 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 20, 2020 
Grace Episcopal Church 

 
 
Prelude       
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath   
 
Leader    May the grace and peace of God be with you. 
People          And also with you. 
Leader  As we make our Advent pilgrimage, looking forward to the celebration of the birth of our  

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, let us in prayer and praise, thanksgiving and song, give voice to the 
hope set forth in the Scriptures, that Christ’s reign of love and light will indeed come among us. 
Let us offer ourselves anew as witnesses to the advent of Christ’s glory, seeking to bring Christ’s 
light and love to those who sit in darkness. 

People  Come, O long expected Jesus, come. 
           
Opening Acclamation and Collect for Purity                            
 
Celebrant    Blessed be the one, Holy and Living God. 
People         Glory to God forever and ever. Amen. 
Celebrant     Let us pray. 

                                Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Song of Expectation      The Song of Mary (Magnificat)             Luke 1:46-55 
 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior;  
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
 
From this day all generations will call me blessed:  
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 
 
He has mercy on those who fear him  
in every generation. 
 
He has shown the strength of his arm,  
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,  
and has lifted up the lowly. 
 
He has filled the hungry with good things,  
and the rich he has sent away empty. 
 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel,  
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
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The promise he made to our fathers,  
to Abraham and his children for ever. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
   

Collect of the Day 

 Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
 People And also with you. 
 Celebrant Let us pray.  
 
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may 
find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The First Lesson                            2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
 
When the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies around him, the 
king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent." 
Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you." But that same night the 
word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build 
me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to 
this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the 
people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd 
my people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a house of cedar?" Now therefore thus you shall say to 
my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be 
prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies 
from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will 
appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be 
disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges 
over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that 
the Lord will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your 
throne shall be established forever. 
 Reader     The Word of the Lord. 
 People     Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
 
1 Your love, O Lord, for ever will I sing;  
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 
 
2 For I am persuaded that your love is established for ever;  
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 
 
3 "I have made a covenant with my chosen one;  
I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 
 
4 'I will establish your line for ever,  
and preserve your throne for all generations.'" 
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19 You spoke once in a vision and said to your faithful people:  
"I have set the crown upon a warrior and have exalted one chosen out of the people. 
 
20 I have found David my servant;  
with my holy oil have I anointed him. 
 
21 My hand will hold him fast  
and my arm will make him strong. 
 
22 No enemy shall deceive him,  
nor any wicked man bring him down. 
 
23 I will crush his foes before him  
and strike down those who hate him. 

 
24 My faithfulness and love shall be with him,  
and he shall be victorious through my Name. 
 
25 I shall make his dominion extend  
from the Great Sea to the River. 
 
26 He will say to me, 'You are my Father,  
my God, and the rock of my salvation.' 
 
The Second Lesson             Romans 16:25-27 

 
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through 
the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring 
about the obedience of faith-- to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 
 

Reader    The Word of the Lord. 
 People    Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn                                                Come, thou long-expected Jesus                                         Hymnal 66  
   
The Gospel                                  Luke 1:26-38 
 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged 
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and 
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 
what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be 
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the 
angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called 
Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 
month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am 
I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 
 Reader     The Word of the Lord. 
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 People   Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Sermon                                                         The Rev. April Berends 
 
 
The Nicene Creed                                                                                                                                 BCP 358                                                                                                                                                        
  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.   
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the✠ resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Anthem                                                          Ave Maria                                                                 Arcadelt 
      
The Prayers of the People   
                   
Intercessor  As we joyfully await the glorious coming of Christ, let us offer our prayers for God’s people 

everywhere saying, Lord, in your mercy, 
People  Hear our prayer. 
  
Intercessor Awaken your church throughout the world, O God, that we may bear the fruit of repentance and 

sow the seeds of hope and justice. Lord, in your mercy, 
People  Hear our prayer. 
  
Intercessor We pray for the leaders of all nations, and for the peoples of the earth; guide us with a spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, that we may live in peace with one another. Lord, in your mercy, 
People  Hear our prayer. 
  
Intercessor Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly 

in the service of others, and all may know the abundance of your love. Lord, in your mercy, 
People  Hear our prayer.  
  
Intercessor We pray for all who suffer in body, mind and spirit, especially 
  
The Brown Family, Reba, Niysah, Suzanne, Garvin, Nancy, Daniel, Roberta, David, Edith, Terrie, Alex, 
Roberta, Jeanette, Wanda, Emma, Darlene, Andrea, Steve, Jim, Celeste, Judy, Bethann, Julie, Dwight, Angela, 
James and Barbara, Trevor, Emily, Ted, Deb, Michael, Tom, Jeanette, Jane, Bo and Mary Minor, Helen, Nancy, 
Charlotte, Tyler, Jeff, Rebecca, J.R., Peggy, William, Timothy, Donald, Robert, Cooper, Sally Charles, 
Jonathan, Steven, John, Libby, Elaine, Jean, Barbara, Elizabeth, John, Joyce, Jim, Mary Ruth, and Ann;  



 5 

 
We pray for Wil, Jake, Kevin, Tripp, Mike, Alexander, Russel, Logan, Jim, Sean, Evan, and 
all of our Armed Forces, here and abroad; 
 
We pray for Bren who is deployed as a nurse in the pandemic. 
 
We pray for Angela who is with child. 
 
We pray for all whose homes are in peril or uprooted because of climate change, for all displaced because of 
hurricanes, fires or other disasters. 
 
We pray for all who remain on the front lines of this pandemic: for health care providers, those who grow and 
process food, staff grocery stores, provide transit, transport supplies, care for the young and the aged and those 
who are sick.  We pray for all suffering from illness, those who have died, and all who grieve as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Give them courage and hope in their troubles, that they may rejoice in your salvation.  
 
Lord, in your mercy, 
People  Hear our prayer.  
 
Celebrant  Ever-faithful God, through prophets and angels you promised to raise up a holy child who would 

establish a household of peace and justice. Open our hearts to receive your Son, that we may 
open our doors to welcome all people as sisters and brothers, and establish your household in our 
time. Amen.  

 
Confession and Absolution   
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Officiant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ,  
  strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
The Peace                                                                                  
 
 Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
 People And also with you. 
 

The Blessing 
 

Postlude      
                                   
 
 
 
 
Worship Leaders 
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Officiants    The Rev. April Berends, The Rev. David Burman    
Preacher   The Rev. April Berends 
Advent Wreath Parker Elliott, Tracey Elliott & Amber McClane 
Lectors   Dick McGee 
Intercessors  Andy Belcher 
Stewardship moment Jim Milburn, Lisa Lemza, Mike Schillinger 
Guest Organist Patrick Rice  
Director of Music David Long 
Singers  Steven Hinkle, David Long, Megan Long,  
   Elisabeth Schrock, Janelle Wagoner, Trevor Wagoner 
Video    Richard Lanham, Janelle Wagoner 
 
 
Announcements 
 

Christmas Eve with Grace 
 
In this strange year, we will be offering three very different opportunities to celebrate the feast of Christ’s birth 
on Christmas Eve, December 24th.  
 
4:00pm, Online Service for the Youngest Among Us 
We will gather virtually via Zoom for a brief service for young children and their families. This service will 
include the telling of the Christmas story, along with carols and prayers for the season. Grandkids are welcome! 
 
7:30pm, Outdoor, In-person Holy Eucharist 
We will gather in and around the courtyard for a brief, candlelit service of Holy Eucharist. In an effort to protect 
the health of our neighbors, worshippers must sign up in advance, please email dcarden@saygrace.net to 
confirm your participation.  We will have a few folding chairs available for those who need them, but 
participants are asked to bring their own lawn chairs and position them at least 8 feet from the nearest group of 
neighbors, and also a candle to light at the end of the service to carry with you as you walk back to the parking 
lot.  Please observe social distancing guidelines. Jesus would not want us spreading germs at his birthday 
celebration. This service will include music by a socially-distanced vocal ensemble, a brief homily and 
communion.  In the event of rain, we will send out and post an alternative meeting time. 
 
10:30pm Online Service for Christmas Eve 
This online service will include a lovely, full and joyful selection of Christmas music.  Put on your Christmas 
jammies, pour yourself a warm beverage, and get ready to belt out some carols with the choir, or simply quietly 
enjoy this late-night offering. 
 
 
Join Us for Online Worship at 9am & 10:45am Sundays 
During this time of Social Distancing, we will continue to stream videos for Morning Prayer worship on our 
Facebook page and website at 9am and again at 10:45am.  Bulletins for each week’s service will be sent along 
with the Grace Notes weekend issue, and will be posted on the website alongside the video for the service. If 
you miss the 9am or 10:45am video streams, you can always go back and watch later. 
 
In-person Worship on December 20th at 3:30pm 
Weather permitting, Grace will hold outdoor, in-person on December 13th, at 3:30pm (please note the change 
of time!). We will meet on the yard just behind the pavilion and the community gardens. In an effort to protect 
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the health of our neighbors, participants must sign up in advance, and we will be limiting the attendance for this 
service to 30 households. You will receive an email confirming successful registration, and if the service is over 
capacity at the time you sign up, you will receive priority for next week's service. 

Each household unit is asked to keep 12-15 feet distance from your closest neighbor on the lawn.  Please wear 
a mask, and bring your own lawn chair or blanket. If you are unable to bring your own chair, please email 
David Burman at dburman@saygrace.net, and we will arrange to have one available for you. 
 
Sign up at www.saygrace.net.  
 
 
Clergy Outdoor Office Hours 
The Rev. April Berends is attending to the details of Christmas worship, and will not be holding office hours In 
an effort to protect the health of our neighbors, participants must sign up in advance, this week, though please 
feel free to call or email if you would like to set up a time to speak with her. The Rev. David Burman will be in 
the courtyard from 1pm-4pm on Wednesday, December 23rd.  As always, if you would like to meet for prayer 
or conversation outside of office hours, our priests would be happy to see you. Contact April 
(aberends@saygrace.net) or David (dburman@saygrace.net) to set up an appointment. 
 
Morning Prayer and Compline 
All are invited to escape from the madness and rest your mind and soul via Morning Prayer on weekdays and 
Saturday at 9:00 a.m., and services of Compline at 8:00 p.m. each evening. We all need reminders of essential 
realities that transcend the medical and political context in which we find ourselves. 
Here are the links for Daily Morning Prayer and Compline: 
Weekday Morning Prayer 
Weekday Compline 
 
Community Care in Anxious Times 
Grace check-in team leaders are continuing to contact parishioners via phone, text and/ or email. Please take a 
moment to pick up or write back to let them know if you’re okay and/or if you need help, pastorally or 
physically. The leaders of these groups will be in close communication with our priests and our network of 
volunteers. If you are a new member of Grace and we do not have your information in the directory, please fill 
out the New Member form here and let us know if you would like to be added to a check-in group. If you have 
an urgent pastoral need, please call the parish office at (423)243-3250 and leave a message on the main line. 
We will be checking these messages regularly even if we aren’t in the office. 


