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The Liturgy of the Word 
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 20, 2020 
Grace Episcopal Church 

Opening   

 
Officiant Christ has no body on earth now but yours, no hands but yours, no feet but yours; yours are the  

eyes through which he looks with compassion on the world; yours are the feet with which he 
walks to do good; yours are the hands with which he blesses all the world.          Theresa of Avila 
 

Prelude                                        
           
Opening Acclamation and Collect for Purity                            
 
Celebrant    Blessed be the one, Holy and Living God. 
People         Glory to God forever and ever. Amen. 
Celebrant     Let us pray. 

                                Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
Song of Praise     A Song of Creation, part two             EOW 25 
 
Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, * 
sing praise and give honor for ever. 
In the high vault of heaven, glorify the Lord, * 
sing praise and give honor for ever. 
 
Let the earth glorify the Lord, * 
sing praise and give honor for ever. 
Glorify the Lord, O mountains 
and hills, and all that grows upon the earth, * 
sing praise and give honor for ever. 
Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams, * 
O whales and all that move in the waters. 
All birds of the air, glorify the Lord, * 
sing praise and give honor for ever. 
Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, * 
and all you flocks and herds. 
O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord, * 
sing praise and give honor for ever. 

Collect of the Day 

 Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
 People And also with you. 
 Celebrant Let us pray.  
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Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, while we are 
placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The First Lesson                     Jonah 3:10-4:11 
 
 Reader     A reading from the book of Jonah. 
 
When God saw what the people of Nineveh did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind 
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. But this was very 
displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said 
while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a 
gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 
And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” And the Lord said, “Is 
it right for you to be angry?” Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth 
for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. The Lord God 
appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his 
discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a 
worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the 
sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me 
to die than to live.” But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, 
angry enough to die.” Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and 
which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. And should I not be concerned 
about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not 
know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?” 
 
 Reader     The Word of the Lord. 
 People     Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 145:1-8  
 

Reader     Let us say together this portion of Psalm 145 
 
1 I will exalt you, O God my King,  
and bless your Name for ever and ever. 
 
2 Every day will I bless you  
and praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 
3 Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;  
there is no end to his greatness. 
 
4 One generation shall praise your works to another  
and shall declare your power. 
 
5 I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty  
and all your marvelous works. 
 
6 They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts,  
and I will tell of your greatness. 
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7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness;  
they shall sing of your righteous deeds. 
 
8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion,  
slow to anger and of great kindness. 
 
The Second Lesson       Philippians 1:21-30 
 

Reader     A reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians. 
 

To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do 
not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that 
is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will 
remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your 
boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing 
firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated 
by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God's doing. 
For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well-- 
since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 

Reader    The Word of the Lord. 
 People    Thanks be to God.  
 
Anthem                                      Pilgrims’ Hymn              Stephen Paulus 
 
The Gospel          Matthew 20:1-16 
 
 Reader  A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew. 
 
Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for 
his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he 
went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go 
into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and 
about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and 
he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He 
said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When 
those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they 
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received 
it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them 
equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, 
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to 
you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with 
what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be 
last.”  
 
 Reader     The Word of the Lord. 
 People   Thanks be to God.  
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Sermon                                                         The Rev. April Berends 
 
The Nicene Creed                                                                                                                                 BCP 358                                                                                                                                                        
  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.   

 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With 
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in 
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the✠ resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Hymn                  Praise my soul, the King of heaven      Hymnal 410 
 

The Prayers of the People 
 
Intercessor: 
Holy God, Creator of both heaven and earth, you have spread your abundance throughout the ends of the earth.   
We lift our prayers to you, O God.   
You are the hope of all creation. 
 
We pray for Donald, our president, the leaders of the nations, and all who make decisions as the peoples of the 
earth clamor for resources.  Inspire us to do justice, preparing the way for your glorious reign. We lift our 
prayers to you, O God;   
You are the hope of all creation. 
 
Send your Spirit to disturb and challenge us, that we may wisely share the fruits of the earth, and pattern our 
common life in ways that honor your creation and promote sustainable communities and ecosystems. We lift 
our prayers to you, O God;   
You are the hope of all creation. 
 
Teach us to grieve with you, O Christ, the loss of all the beauty that is being killed, and give us the will to 
protect species in danger of extinction.  May we embrace your charge to watch over and care for all the 
creatures of the earth. We lift our prayers to you, O God;   
You are the hope of all creation. 
 
For all who live in poverty, sickness, loneliness and grief, that you will wipe the tears from their faces.  We pray 
especially for Judy, Bethann, Will, Breezie, Julie, Dwight, Angela, James and Barbara, Ann, Trevor, Emily, 
Ted, Deb, Michael, Chuck and Jason and their children, Tom, Jeanette, Jane, Bo and Mary Minor, Helen, 
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Nancy, Charlotte, Tyler, Jeff, Rebecca, J.R., Marcia, Peggy, Jean, William, Timothy, Donald, Robert, Cooper, 
Sally, Charles, Jonathan, Steven, John, Libby, Elaine, Jean, Barbara, Elizabeth, John, Joyce, Jim, Mary Ruth,  
and Ann;  
 
We pray for Wil, Jake, Kevin, Tripp, Mike, Alexander, Russel, Logan, Jim, Sean, Evan, and all of our  
Armed Forces, here and abroad; 
 
We pray for Bren who is deployed as a nurse in the pandemic. 
 
We pray for Angela, who is with child, and we give thanks for the birth this week of Elena Valerie, daughter of 
Louis and Janine and grand-daughter of Mike and Lisa. 
 
We pray for all whose homes are in peril or uprooted because of climate change, for all displaced because of 
hurricanes, fires or other disasters. 
 
We pray for all who remain on the front lines of this pandemic: for health care providers, those who grow and 
process food, staff grocery stores, provide transit, transport supplies, care for the young and the aged and those 
who are sick.  We pray for all suffering from illness, those who have died, and all who grieve as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. We lift our prayers to you, O God;   
You are the hope of all creation. 
 
We remember before you those who are dying and those who have died, Give us strength in your victory over 
death to grow into your way of love, which does not know despair but sows seeds of hope. We lift our prayers 
to you, O God;   
You are the hope of all creation. 
 
Officiant God of miracles and mercy, all creation sings your praise. Like the vineyard owner, your grace is 

extravagant and unexpected. Lead us to repentance and the acceptance of your grace, that we 
may witness your love, which embraces those we call friend and those we call stranger. 
Amen. 

 
Confession and Absolution   
 
 
Merciful and sustaining God, we have sinned against you. 
We confess our lack of gratitude for the beauty and bounty of your creation: 
teach us to see that your earth sustains us and all that lives. 
We confess that we have misused your earth: grant us amendment of life. 
We confess that we have been intemperate in our appetites: strengthen us in self-control. 
We confess that we have taken the abundance of your world for granted: make us urgent now for its 
protection. Forgive and renew us now through our Savior Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
with whom you live and reign, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Officiant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ,  
  strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
The Peace                                                                                  
 
 Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
 People And also with you. 
 

The Blessing 
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Postlude       Prelude and Fugue in G,  BWV 557      J.S. Bach 
                                    
    
Worship Leaders 
 
Officiants    The Rev. April Berends, The Rev. David Burman    
Preacher   The Rev. April Berends 
Lectors   Parker Elliott, Wayne Smith 
Intercessor s  Rosy and Jim Milburn 
Organist   Patrick Rice  
Director of Music David Long 
Singers  Steven Hinkle, David Long, Elizabeth Schrock, Janelle Wagoner, Trevor Wagoner 
Video    Richard Lanham, Janelle Wagoner 
 
	
	
Announcements 
 
Join Us for Online Worship at 9am & 10:45am Sundays 
During this time of Social Distancing, we will continue to stream videos for Morning Prayer worship on our 
Facebook page and website at 9am and again at 10:45am.  Bulletins for each week’s service will be sent along 
with the Grace Notes weekend issue, and will be posted on the website alongside the video for the service. If 
you miss the 9am or 10:45am video streams, you can always go back and watch later. 
 
Clergy Outdoor Office Hours 
This week, the Rev David Burman will be in the courtyard from 1:00pm to 4:00pm today, Sunday, September 
20th.  The Rev. April Berends will hold office hours on Tuesday September 22nd from 3pm to 6pm. Wear a 
mask, and stop by for conversation or a prayer. Thanks to all who have visited so far; the priests of Grace have 
enjoyed catching up with you. As always, you may email either of the priests (aberends@saygrace.net or 
dburman@saygrace.net)  to set up a time for a socially-distanced conversation. 
 
Sacred Ground Dialogues around Racial Healing 
Beginning this Wednesday, September 23rd, Grace will begin Sacred Ground, a small-group experience 
centered on racial healing. Developed as part of the Episcopal Church’s “Becoming Beloved Community” 
initiative, Sacred Ground focuses on issues of race and racism and the difficult, transformative conversations 
that we need to have around these issues. Sacred Ground sessions invite participants to understand the racial 
history of this country and the church in order to faithfully respond to the challenges around race that surround 
us today.   
 
The series uses material from a variety of documentary films and readings, as well as scholars and practitioners 
working toward racial healing.  Sacred Ground is designed to work best in “dialogue circles,” groups of 
individuals committed to being in conversation with one another for a series of ten weeks. You can find a 
wealth of information about the Sacred Ground curriculum, including the syllabus here. Currently, we would 
expect one Sacred Ground circle to gather virtually on Wednesday nights at 7pm. We still have a few spots left 
in this group. If we have enough interest, we will also hold a second dialogue circle. Please email Rev. April at 
aberends@saygrace if you are interested in joining a dialogue circle/ 
 
Morning Prayer and Compline 
All are invited to escape from the madness and rest your mind and soul via Morning Prayer on weekdays and 
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Saturday at 9:00 a.m., and services of Compline at 8:00 p.m. each evening. We all need reminders of essential 
realities that transcend the medical and political context in which we find ourselves. 
Here are the links for Daily Morning Prayer and Compline: 
Weekday Morning Prayer 
Weekday Compline 
 
 
Community Care in Anxious Times 
 
Grace check-in team leaders are continuing to contact parishioners via phone, text and/ or email. Please take a 
moment to pick up or write back to let them know if you’re okay and/or if you need help, pastorally or 
physically. The leaders of these groups will be in close communication with our priests and our network of 
volunteers. If you are a new member of Grace and we do not have your information in the directory, please fill 
out the New Member form here and let us know if you would like to be added to a check-in group. If you have 
an urgent pastoral need, please call the parish office at (423)243-3250 and leave a message on the main line. 
We will be checking these messages regularly even if we aren’t in the office. 


