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The Liturgy of the Word 
The Last Sunday after the Epiphany 

February 14, 2021 
Grace Episcopal Church 

 
Prelude 
 
Choral Introit                                          Light Everlasting                                                      Christiansen                                                       
 
Opening Acclamation and Collect for Purity                            
 
 

Celebrant    Arise, shine, for your light has come: 
People         And the glory of the Lord has been revealed. 
Celebrant     Let us pray. 

                                Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Song of Praise     The Third Song of Isaiah                   Isaiah 60:1-3, 11a, 14c, 18-19 
 
Arise, shine, for your light has come, *  
    and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 
For behold, darkness covers the land; *  
    deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.  
But over you the Lord will rise, *  
    and his glory will appear upon you.  
Nations will stream to your light, *  
    and kings to the brightness of your dawning.  
Your gates will always be open; *  
    by day or night they will never be shut.  
They will call you, The City of the Lord, *  
    The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.  
Violence will no more be heard in your land, *  
    ruin or destruction within your borders.  
You will call your walls, Salvation, *  
    and all your portals, Praise.  
The sun will no more be your light by day; *  
    by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.  
The Lord will be your everlasting light, *  
    and your God will be your glory.  
 

Collect of the Day 

 Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
 People And also with you. 
 Celebrant Let us pray.  
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O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy mountain: Grant to 
us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be 
changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
The First Lesson                            2 Kings 2:1-12 
 
When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from 
Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As 
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The company of 
prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take 
your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for 
the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” 
So they came to Jericho. The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, 
“Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be 
silent.” Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the 
company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the 
Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side 
and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, 
“Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share 
of your spirit.” He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it 
will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of 
fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying 
out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped 
his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 
  

Reader     The Word of the Lord. 
 People     Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 50:1-6 
 
1 The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken;  
  he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
 
2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty,  
  God reveals himself in glory. 
 
3 Our God will come and will not keep silence;  
  before him there is a consuming flame, and round about him a raging storm. 
 
4 He calls the heavens and the earth from above  
  to witness the judgment of his people. 
 
5 “Gather before me my loyal followers,  
  those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.” 
 
6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause;  
  for God himself is judge. 
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The Second Lesson            2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
 
Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has 
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 
who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as 
your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  
 Reader     The Word of the Lord. 
 People   Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn                                              Christ upon the mountain peak                                            Hymnal 129 
 
 
The Gospel                      Mark 9:2-9 
 
Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he 
was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach 
them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, 
“Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud 
there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when they looked around, they saw 
no one with them any more, but only Jesus. As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no 
one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  
 
Sermon                                                         The Rev. David Burman 
 
The Nicene Creed                                                                                                                                 BCP 358                                                                                                                                                        
  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.   
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With 
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in 
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the✠ resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Anthem                                         O Nata Lux                                                Lauridsen                           
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The Prayers of the People   
                   
Intercessor          To God who is revealed in the gracious mystery of Jesus Christ our Lord, let us   
   offer our prayers for the church in the world, saying, God of grace, make your glory  
   known. 
  

Give to your Church the will to live out the promise of our baptism, that the light of  
  Christ, shining through us, may bring hope to the world. We pray for Justin, our   
  Archbishop; Michael our Presiding Bishop, Brian, our Bishop, April and David our  

priests, and for all bishops, priests and deacons, and all      
  members of the Church throughout the world. O God of grace, 

People        Make your glory known. 
  
Intercessor     We pray for Joseph, our president, the leaders of the nations, and for all the peoples  
   of the earth.  As we pattern our common life, guide us by the brightness of your   
   holy wisdom.  O God of grace,  
People                Make your glory known. 
  
Intercessor      We pray for the war-torn areas of our world, and for all who live and serve in places of 

conflict, including in our own land.  Deliver us from conspiracy, oppression, violence and 
prejudice, and give to  your people the blessing of peace.  O God of grace,   

People              Make your glory known. 
 
Intercessor        Draw near to all who are afflicted in body, mind or spirit.  Refresh those who are weary, 

bring healing to those who hurt, comfort those who mourn and give hope to those who 
are neglected.  Give us compassion to listen to our neighbors in need.  

 
We pray especially for: Andrea, Ann, Joyce, Cruz, the Hale family; Vivian, Patty, the Brown family, Reba, 
Niysah, Daniel, Valorie, Terrie, Alex, Roberta, Andrea, Steve, Celeste, Angela, Dwight,  
James and Barbara, Dwight, Doris, Rebecca, J.R., Charlotte, Libby, Jean, Barbara, Elizabeth, Joyce, Jim, Mary 
Ruth and Ann;  
 
We pray for Wil, Jake, Kevin, Tripp, Mike, Alexander, Russel, Logan, Jim, Sean, Evan, and all of our Armed  
Forces, here and abroad; 
 
We pray for Bren who is deployed as a nurse in the pandemic. 
 
We pray for Ali and Angela who are with child. 
 
We pray for all whose homes are in peril or uprooted because of climate change, for all displaced because of 
hurricanes, fires or other disasters. 
 
We pray for all who remain on the front lines of this pandemic: for health care providers, those who grow and 
process food, staff grocery stores, provide transit, transport supplies, care for the young and the aged and those 
who are sick.  We pray for all suffering from illness, those who have died, and all who grieve as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. O God of grace, 
People                Make your glory known. 
  
Intercessor          We commend to your mercy those who are dying and those who have died, that your will 

for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in the full 
revelation of your eternal glory.  O God of grace,  

People              Make your glory known. 
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Presider   Holy God, you have revealed the glory of your love in Jesus Christ, and you have given us a  
share in your Spirit. May we who listen to Christ, follow faithfully, and, in the dark places where 
you send us, reveal the light of your gospel. Amen. 

 
Confession and Absolution                                     
 
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have 
denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil 
that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen 
us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 
 
Celebrant     Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
Celebrant Hear the word of God to all people.  “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest.”                 Matthew 11:28 
 
 
The Peace                                                                                  
 
 Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
 People And also with you. 
 
The Blessing 

 
Postlude        
                             
Worship Leaders 
 
Officiants    The Rev. April Berends, The Rev. David Burman   
Preacher   The Rev. David Burman 
Lectors   Chapel Cowden, David Hedrick 
Intercessor   Sarah Hess and Mary Nell Hess 
Organist   Patrick Rice  
Director of Music David Long 
Singers  Steven Hinkle, David Long, Megan Long,    Elisabeth Schrock, Janelle 

Wagoner, Trevor Wagoner 
Video    Richard Lanham, Janelle Wagoner 
 
Announcements 
 
Ash Wednesday 

• Blessings at Grace in the Pavilion from 7:30am-8:30am and 11:30am-12:30pm	
• Online Ash Wednesday service at 7pm	

Ash Wednesday will look a bit different this year as we begin the season of Lent.  In this pandemic year, it is 
fitting that our contemplation of our own mortality and “dustiness” take a slightly different shape. This year 
we’re inviting members of our community of Grace to join people throughout the diocese in meditating on soil 
and the earth as we enter into this holy season.  
 
Instead of imposing ashes this year, we invite each of you to go outside in the days before Ash Wednesday to 
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collect some soil.  Collect enough so that you can see it when it’s sitting on your shelf or table, and enough so 
that you can hold it in your hands or run your fingers through it.  Fill a bowl or jar.  Set this jar on your home 
altar, or in another place where you will see it daily.  On Ash Wednesday, our priests, April and David, will 
offer a blessing of this soil from 7:30-8:30am and from 11:30-12:30pm.  Stop by the pavilion, and we will offer 
a blessing over you and your container of soil to mark Ash Wednesday. 
 
At 7:00pm, join the community of Grace for an online worship service for Ash Wednesday.  Have your 
container of soil with you for that service.  We’ll hear a meditation from our Bishop, Brian Cole, enjoy solemn 
music from the Grace Singers, and offer prayers as we begin these 40 days of fasting and examination as we 
prepare to remember Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
 
Join Us for Online Worship at 9am & 10:45am Sundays 
During this time of Social Distancing, we will continue to stream videos for Morning Prayer worship on our 
Facebook page and website at 9am and again at 10:45am.  Bulletins for each week’s service will be sent along 
with the Grace Notes weekend issue, and will be posted on the website alongside the video for the service. If 
you miss the 9am or 10:45am video streams, you can always go back and watch later. 
 
In-Person Worship on Sunday, February 14th at 3:30pm 
Weather permitting (though it looks like it may rain this week), Grace will hold outdoor, in-person on January 
31st, at 3:30pm. We will meet on the yard just behind the pavilion and the community gardens. In an effort to 
facilitate contact tracing in the event that it is necessary, we are asking participants to register by sending an 
email to Dabney Carden at dcarden@saygrace.net to let us know that you will be attending.  In the event of a 
weather cancellation, we will contact you by noon to let you know. 

Each household unit is asked to keep 12-15 feet distance from your closest neighbor on the lawn.  Please wear 
a mask, and bring your own lawn chair or blanket. If you are unable to bring your own chair, please email 
David Burman at dburman@saygrace.net, and we will arrange to have one available for you. 
  
Clergy Outdoor Office Hours 
The Rev. April Berends will be in the courtyard for outdoor office hours on Ash Wednesday, February 17th, 
from 8:30am to 10:30am.  The Rev. David Burman will be in the courtyard on Wednesday, February 17th from 
12:30 to 3:30pm. As always, our priests would be happy to connect with you, either by phone or video call or 
socially-distanced in person.  Feel free to call, text, or email April (aberends@saygrace.net) or David 
(dburman@saygrace.net) to set up a time to meet.   
 
Morning Prayer and Compline 
All are invited to escape from the madness and rest your mind and soul via Morning Prayer on weekdays and 
Saturday at 9:00 a.m., and services of Compline at 8:00 p.m. each evening. We all need reminders of essential 
realities that transcend the medical and political context in which we find ourselves. 
Here are the links for Daily Morning Prayer and Compline: 
Weekday Morning Prayer 
Weekday Compline 
 
Community Care in Anxious Times 
Grace check-in team leaders are continuing to contact parishioners via phone, text and/ or email. Please take a 
moment to pick up or write back to let them know if you’re okay and/or if you need help, pastorally or 
physically. The leaders of these groups will be in close communication with our priests and our network of 
volunteers. If you are a new member of Grace and we do not have your information in the directory, please fill 
out the New Member form here and let us know if you would like to be added to a check-in group. If you have 
an urgent pastoral need, please call the parish office at (423)243-3250 and leave a message on the main line. 
We will be checking these messages regularly even if we aren’t in the office. 


