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The Citizen’s Police 

Academy is a community 

outreach and education 

program for the 

citizens of Chicago. 

It gives the community 

a first hand 

experience of the 

Chicago Police Department 

and the units within 

the Department.

Citizen’s 
Police 
Academy




	Panel 2: Course Topics (Ten Weeks)

• Community Engagement 
 
• Procedural Justice 
 and Police Legitimacy

• Office of Emergency Management 
 and Communications

• Bureau of Organized Crime

• Bureau of Organizational Development

• Bureau of Technical Services

• Bureau of Internal Affairs

• Bureau of Detectives

• Bureau of Patrol

	Panel 1: The purpose of the Citizens Police Academy is to inform citizens who are involved in their respective communities on how officers are trained, and equally important, why they are trained that way. 
We have all seen how potentially dangerous misperceptions about the police can result in tragedy. These community leaders learn how, through exhaustive training, the officers are taught to protect themselves and the citizens they encounter as they perform their job. By understanding and sharing with their community the “how” and the “why,” citizens are better able to support the police officers out there to serve and protect them.

	Panel 3: The Citizen’s Police Academy is a community outreach and education program for the citizens of Chicago. This course gives community leaders a first-hand experience of the Chicago Police Department training given to recruits. It is a free 10-week course that is conducted by the Community Relations Division. All instructors in the program are Chicago Police Department employees. The course is held once a week for 3-hours at the Education and Training Division located at 1300 W. Jackson. This course is open to residents and workers of Chicago. Each Bureau within the Department will discuss the protocols and processes that are in place to conduct their functions. Lectures, demonstrations, and scenarios are used in a professional environment to encourage a stronger partnership with the community members. The course is designed to build ambassadors to take the new tools they have acquired and share the knowledge with the community.

There are two sessions a year:
Spring Session:  April - June
Fall Session: September - November
For application contact your District or 
visit: www.chicagopolice.org 


