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By Dan Rabb

As Bostonians trudge through 
the dreariness of winter, one of 
Downtown Crossing’s darkest 
and least inviting pedestrian 
corridors has been hit with a 

splash of color that artist Julia 
Csekö hopes will brighten 
moods and, in the process, 
draw attention to local authors. 

Even for a multimedia artist 
like the Somerville based 

Continued on Page 3

Bringing Culture  
To a Dark Alley

By Joe Walsh

The city will collect most of its 
taxes from commercial property 
this year, continuing a trend 

that keeps residential tax rates 
relatively low, local officials say.

Boston collects around 60% 
of its taxes from commercial 

owners, even though housing 
makes up nearly two thirds of the 
city’s taxable property. Overall, 

Businesses Paying 
60% of City’s Taxes
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The Boston Guardian

By Dan Rabb

The legislative battle over 
the Baker administration’s plan 
to sell the Hynes Convention 
Center kicks off this coming 

week, with a pair of bills 
permitting the sale receiving 
their first vetting by Beacon 
Hill lawmakers. 

The Joint Committee on State 
Continued on Page 2

Hynes Sale Battle 
Begins Next Week

By Joe Walsh

The dirt underneath the 
Commonwealth Avenue Mall 
may have a problem.

The Mall’s soil is between 10 
and 100 times more acidic than 
the level needed to support 
healthy grass, according to 
new testing by the Friends of 
the Public Garden (FOPG). 
Advocates hope to reverse these 
conditions over the next few 
years, eliminating the scourge of 
dead grass in the neighborhood 
park. 

“Those soils out on the Comm 
Ave Mall are particularly acidic,” 
said Eric DiTommaso, FOPG’s 
parks care specialist. “The health 
of the turf, though it’s still there, 

Continued on Page 2

Mall’s Soil Is  
High With Acid
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Comm Ave Soil
Continued from Page 1

is going to be open to pests … 
and physiological issues as a 
result.”

Acidic soil is a common issue in 
parks like the Mall, DiTommaso 
noted. The Back Bay is built 
on top of landfill imported 
from elsewhere, and centuries 
of pollution and heavy use put 
pressure on its soil, preventing 
some of the natural processes 
that normally keep dirt healthy.

Those longstanding pressures 
have serious implications for 

the Mall’s health. Acidic dirt 
makes it tougher for the park’s 
grass to grow, and it is holding 
back the billions of microor-
ganisms that control pests and 
recycle nutrients in the soil. As 
a result, even if these test results 
are unsurprising, they indicate 
that changes are needed, said 
Margaret Pokorny from FOPG’s 
Commonwealth Ave Mall 
committee.

“We know because of the 
state of the grass that there are 
nutrients that are deficient,” 
she said. “This really shows how 
much has to be done before we 
can make a difference.”

FOPG plans to take action 

within the next few weeks. The 
group will start by spreading 
18 tons of limestone, coating 
the Mall in a white blanket that 
should eventually bring the pH 
to a more manageable level. Staff 
will continue testing the dirt 
in future years, adjusting pH 
and nutrient levels as needed. 
Meanwhile, FOPG hopes to 
plant a type of grass that can 
handle slightly acidic soil.

The city’s Parks and Recreation 
Department is working with 
FOPG on this effort, adjusting 
its park maintenance plans to 
respond to the test results, a 
department spokesperson said.

This strategy has already 

proven successful on the Boston 
Common. The city’s oldest park 
faced a similar acidity problem a 
few years ago, but after dumping 
80 tons of limestone, the 
dirt’s acidity decreased tenfold. 
DiTommaso and Pokorny hope to 
see the same success on the Mall.

“It was encouraging to see those 
results out of the Common,” 
said DiTommaso. “There’s still 
work to be done, we still need to 
improve that pH, though it’s not 
as egregious as the conditions on 
the Mall.”

The group plans to measure 
the success of these strategies by 
testing the Mall’s soil annually. 
Prior to this effort, comprehensive 

parkwide testing had not taken 
place in the Common, the Mall 
or the Public Garden in decades, 
so this year’s results will serve as 
a long awaited baseline, FOPG 
staff said.

For DiTommaso, this work 
is an ongoing process. The soil 
will need less intervention if 
the Mall’s acidity is brought 
to a healthier level, but it still 
requires exacting, continual care, 
he explained.

“A lot of the hard work is 
getting to a point where the 
pH is balanced,” he said. “The 
management of it is much easier 
once we’re there.”

Property Taxes
Continued from Page 1

the city is charging commercial 
property owners $24.92 for every 
$1,000 in value this year, while 
the rate for residential property 
stands at a more modest $10.56.

This system leaves Boston’s 
homeowners with one of the 
lowest tax rates in the state, but 
the commercial rate is among 
the region’s highest, according 

to data first reported by Boston 
Business Journal. The city has 
shifted as much of its tax haul 
onto commercial property as 
possible under state law, a split 
that Commissioner of Assessing 
Nicholas Ariniello said is a 
deliberate choice.

“The end goal is to make the 
tax burden on our owner-occu-
pants as low as possible,” he said.

Property tax bills have seen a 
steady downward trend in recent 
years, with the residential rate 

hovering consistently around 
$10.50 and the commercial rate 
reaching its lowest level in more 
than 25 years. However, the 
city still keeps its commercial 
property taxes at more than 
double the rate that homeown-
ers pay, meaning that most of 
Boston’s tax revenue flows from 
businesses.

The city also keeps its tax 
exemption for owner-occupants 
at the highest level allowed by the 
state, handing an extra $2,880 
to owners who live primarily at 
their property. This policy tilts 
the burden even further away 
from homeowners by shifting 
costs onto apartment buildings 
and more expensive units.

Through these strategies, the 
average Boston homeowner pays 
less than their peers in nearby 
communities like Brookline and 
Newton, according to a report 
from the Boston Municipal 

Research Bureau (BMRB), an 
independent organization that 
studies the city budget.

“There’s a split tax rate,” said 
John Landergan, BMRB’s senior 
policy analyst. “The city is 
shifting more of the tax burden 
onto businesses.”

As Boston grows rapidly, local 
tax watchers expect this trend to 
continue.

The total value of taxable 
property grew by almost 80% 
citywide over the last six years, 
and downtown areas like the 
Back Bay and Beacon Hill kept 
pace with the rest of the city, 
BRMB found in a recent study. 
But residential and commercial 
values are growing at roughly 
the same rate, according to 
Landergan, meaning that 
businesses could continue to 
shoulder most of the city’s tax 
burden.

Other nearby cities also tax 

businesses at a higher rate than 
homeowners, but Boston’s 
commercial rate is among 
the highest. In particular, 
Cambridge’s commercial tax 
rate is just over half of Boston’s 
charge. 

Still, experts believe this 
tradeoff makes sense for Boston. 
By handing businesses and 
investors a larger tax bill, the city 
is making it easier for homeown-
ers to remain, explained BMRB 
President Pam Kocher. This does 
not fully cure the city’s afford-
ability crisis, Kocher noted, but 
it likely helps some residents.

“For Boston and other cities, 
it’s a way to try to continue to 
make the city affordable for 
residents,” said Kocher. “It’s not 
the business community’s ideal, 
but it’s part of what makes the 
city work.”

Hynes
Continued from Page 1

Administration and Regulatory 
Oversight will hold a hearing 
on the legislation Monday, 
marking the first time the bills 
will be formally discussed since 
their introduction last fall by 
two South Boston lawmakers. In 
September, the Baker administra-
tion announced that it intended 
to unload the Hynes, part of 
a plan to fund a $500 million 
expansion of the larger Boston 
Convention and Expo Center 
(BCEC) in South Boston. 

Administration officials argue 
that the 30-year-old convention 
center is out of date, under-booked 
and hemorrhaging money at 
the rate of $400,000 annually. 
In the days following the 

announcement, administration 
officials said they expected 
the sale to fetch around $300 
million, the bulk of the BCEC 
expansion costs. 

Yet many familiar with 
development in the Back Bay 
have suggested this figure is 
laughably optimistic. The 5.6 
acre site sits over the Mass 
Pike and connects to Copley 
Place and two hotels amidst 
an interconnected tangle of 
commercial infrastructure, 
making any redevelopment an 
expensive proposition. Back Bay 
stakeholders also say the state 
has undervalued the Hynes’ 
role as an economic driver for 
the neighborhood. They point 
to the fact that many successful 
convention centers lose money 
but serve as loss leaders, bringing 
in tax revenue and consumers to 

local businesses.
State Representative Jay 

Livingstone, whose district 
includes much of the Back 
Bay, says he expects the Baker 
administration to downplay 
the economic repercussions for 
the neighborhood at Monday’s 
hearing. While state officials 
commissioned an independent 
study on the economic impact of 
the Hynes expected in January, 
the results of that report have 
not yet been released.

“I think the governor’s office 
will put on a full court press 
and say it doesn’t hurt the Back 
Bay,” Livingstone said. “I’m 
looking forward to reading the 
additional information that’s 
been promised by the governor’s 
office on the economic impact 
on the businesses and residents 
of the Back Bay, which I’m sure 

is one of the issues the commit-
tee will look at.”

The business oriented Back 
Bay Association (BBA), which 
has been deeply skeptical of 
the planned sale, has also 
commissioned an economic 
impact study, which is expected 
to be released in the coming 
weeks. Officials from the BBA, 
as well as other neighborhood 
groups like the Neighborhood 
Association of the Back Bay, 
local business leaders and elected 
officials, are expected to speak at 
Monday’s hearing to highlight 
the neighborhood’s concerns. 

While the proposed sale and 
redevelopment of the Hynes 
property has been a hot topic 
of conversation among Back 
Bay stakeholders for nearly six 
months, Monday will mark the 
first time the issue has received 

serious consideration from 
many legislators outside of the 
downtown neighborhoods. 
Should the bill clear committee, 
as most observers believe it will, 
it remains to be seen whether 
the concerns of a neighborhood 
seen as a tony bastion of wealth 
will hold the ear of legislators 
from across the state.

Although the legality of the 
convention center’s sale is 
expected to remain in legislative 
limbo until at least July, state 
officials have nonetheless taken 
steps towards fielding offers for 
the property, selecting a broker 
to manage the potential transac-
tion. Yet an administration 
spokesman insists the state will 
not be fielding offers for the 
Hynes anytime soon. 
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Alley Mural
Continued from Page 1

Csekö, the claustrophobic pass-through 
at the end of a Downtown alley known 
as Winter Place presented an unusual 
canvas. A cramped tunnel with little 
headroom and less light, so narrow 
that passersby must turn sideways to 
avoid colliding, the passage sandwiched 
between Yvonne’s restaurant and an 
adult education center may seem ill 
suited to large-scale public art.

Yet the Downtown Boston BID and 
cultural history nonprofit Boston 
Literary District wanted to commission 
a piece that simultaneously made the 
alley more inviting and highlighted 
the area’s heritage of the written word. 
Csekö embraced the challenge. 

Using an array of glaring neon paint, 
she covered the bleak tunnel in striking 
multicolored streaks that framed a trio 
of text-based murals featuring quotes 
from Boston authors. The goal, Csekö 
says, is to make passersby look up, stop 
and even linger in the formerly uninvit-
ing space long enough to be intrigued 
by the words adorning the walls. 

“I had a lot of fun with the space 
because it was so weird and because 
it was such a sad, gloomy space,” said 
Csekö. “My main though was how 
to make this place become bright, 
especially during the winter when we 
have so little light. I always use a pretty 
bright pallet, but with this place I felt 
like I had carte blanche to go crazy and 
use all the neon I’ve always wanted to 
use but  never had the courage.”

To select the three passages of text 

at the heart of the piece, the artist 
collaborated with the Boston Literary 
District, a nonprofit that promotes 
sites and events pertaining to the 
Hub’s literary heritage. The group 
gave Csekö a reading list, introducing 
the Brazil born artist to a number of 
Boston writers with whom she had 
little previous familiarity. She calls the 
experience “eye opening.”

Csekö ended up choosing writers from 
three different eras: early 19th century 
women’s rights activist Margaret Fuller, 
industrial revolution science fiction 
author Edward Bellamy and contempo-
rary poet Eddie Maisonet, who created 
a verse especially for the mural. She 
said she sought specific passages that 
both addressed social justice concerns 
relevant to the current political 
dialogue, but also conveyed hope 
and optimism. Like the neon colors 
surrounding the letters, she said she 
hopes the words themselves can provide 
some light. She cites the hopeful visions 
of the future in Bellamy‘s work. 

“There’s a lot of dystopian thought 
right now, and a lot of very negative 
views of the future where everything 
is disaster, tragedy, zombies and the 
sky is falling,” she said. “It was really 
refreshing to see a work that was just 
relentlessly positive.”

Csekö also wants to spark curiosity 
in those who stop to read the quotes, 
so that they might look up the local 
authors and experience the same 
education she did in creating the piece.

“One of the reasons I create these 
works is that I really hope people read 
the writers I put on the wall,” she said. 
“I hope people are intrigued enough to 
say, ‘Maybe I should read this.’”

By Dan Rabb

The West End Museum is partying to preserve 
the memory of the lost and much lamented 
neighborhood.

The Staniford Street institution, dedicated to 
preserving the history and culture of a neighbor-
hood razed by urban renewal in the 1950s, held its 
first “Photography and Scanning Party” last week. 
Twenty-two people with roots in the old neighbor-
hood showed up for the event, touting photos, 
documents, and artifacts from the West End to be 
scanned or donated, then added to the Museum’s 

archive. Amidst food and shared connections, 
attendees could also record videos of stories and 
memories from the neighborhood’s past.

“We had a lot of really great photographs 
come in of everyday life in the West End,” said 
The West End Museum Program Director 
Sebastian Belfanti. “There were some people who 
hadn’t been to the museum before, which was 
great because this was meant as a way to get the 
community more involved.”

‘Partying’ to Preserve 
West End Memories

Continued on Page 8
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Date	 Incident	Type	LocationDate	 Incident	Type	Location
Breaking	&	Entering	 	
1/12	 Commercial	 250	Newbury	St
1/15	 Commercial	 527	Albany	St
1/19	 Residential	 1	Public	Alley	No.	818
1/19	 Residential	 672	Mass	Ave

Car	Break-in	 	
1/17	 Larceny	 375	Columbus	Ave
1/18	 Larceny	 26	Hammond	St
1/18	 Larceny	 761	Boylston	St

Car	Accident	 	
1/19	 M/V	 360	Harrison	Ave

Robbery	 	
11/17	 Other	 	 683	Tremont	St

Assault	
1/10	 A&B	 90	Warren	Ave
1/13	 A&B	 401	Park	Dr
1/13	 A&B	 889	Harrison	Ave
1/14	 A&B	 155	Northampton	St
1/14	 A&B	 776	Boylston	St
1/15	 A&B	 760	Boylston	St
1/16	 A&B	 90	Warren	Ave
1/17	 A&B	 40	Berkeley	St
1/17	 A&B	 763	Mass	Ave
1/17	 A&B	 441	Shawmut	Ave
1/18	 A&B	 10	Hammond	St
1/18	 A&B	 273	Huntington	Ave
1/19	 A&B	 794	Mass	Ave
1/19	 A&B	 874	Harrison	Ave
1/19	 A&B	 363	Albany	St
1/19	 A&B	 645	Boylston	St
1/19	 A&B	 15	Westland	Ave

Drugs	
1/13	 Possession	 155	Northampton	St
1/14	 Possession	 774	Albany	St
1/14	 Possession	 780	Albany	St

Police Log

Case of the Mondays
On Monday, January 13 at about 9:55 

am, two officers responded to 401 Park 
Drive after reports of a person with a 
knife.

Building security attempted to shoo a 
trespasser from the lobby, but of course, 
nothing in life is that easy. In response, 
the unknown suspect began to yell and 
pulled out a knife. Don’t talk to someone 
on a Monday morning before their coffee.

In addition to his knife, another weapon 
of choice was words. The suspect began 
spitting insults at the security with the 
knife still in hand. Someone get this man 
an espresso! 

After his deeply disturbing monologue, 
the suspect put the knife back into his 
pocket and exited the building in the 
direction of Lansdowne Street. 

Fortunately, the suspect has standout 
identifying traits, such as multicolored 
hair including the colors purple and 
green. He probably didn’t consider the 
hair before whipping out a knife.

The Lovebirds
Around 12:48 pm on January 13, one 

officer responded to a radio call for a 
verbal disturbance in the rear of 16 Upton 
Street.

Operations informed the officer that the 
suspects were a male and female in their 
20s and there was no physical altercation 
involved.

Upon arrival, the officer located the pair 
in their car and approached the female. 
Immediately, the female apologized. 
She knew exactly what went wrong. The 
female admitted to the officer that she was 
arguing too loudly with her boyfriend. 

Oh, to be young and in love. 
Their honeymoon phase began to 

dwindle, but both parties appeared to be 
calm and collected. The officer did not 
notice any signs of physical harm to either 
lovebird. The couple was advised to leave 
the area.

A Hero’s Reward
A victim approached an officer to report 

that his phone was vandalized in front of 
780 Albany Street around 2:21 pm on 
January 13.

The victim was witnessing a fight in front 
of the above address when he felt a sudden 
burst of valor. The victim attempted to 
break up the fight and during the heroic 
act, his cellphone fell out of his pocket. 

One of the street fighters noticed the 
phone, picked it up, and instead of 
simply handing it over to the victim, he 
decided to thank the victim for halting 
the altercation by smashing his phone on 
the ground. 

Continuing with his courageousness, 
the victim approached the suspect about 
the broken phone. Quickly filling up with 
regret, the suspect handed over his ID and 
a debit card, promising to return with 
money to pay for the broken phone.

But the victim did not want to wait and 
proceeded to make a police report.

Officers placed the ID and debit card 
into the evidence closet.

If I Can’t Have It, Nobody Can!
On January 15 around 11:30 am, two 

officers received a radio call for shoplifting 
at Saks Fifth Avenue, 1 Ring Road. 

A loss prevention officer recalled the tale: 
an unknown suspect entered the store and 

carefully selected one piece of merchan-
dise. If it was going to be one piece, the 
suspect truly had to make it count. They 
chose what many other shoplifters choose: 
a $1,700 Moncler coat. 

The suspect put the coat on and made a 
run for the door. Loss prevention chased 
the shoplifter all the way to the Boston 
Public Library, which ended in a physical 
struggle for the costly coat. 

During the struggle, the coat ripped, 
rendering it useless for both the store 
and the suspect. But in the end, the loss 
prevention officer came out as the winner 
and returned the Moncler garment to its 
rightful home in Saks where it is being 
treated for its injury. The coat is in stable 
condition.

Meeting the Ex
Three officers responded to a radio call 

for a fight outside of The Revolution 
Hotel, 40 Berkeley Street, on January 17 
around 12:20 am.

While smoking a cigarette outside of 
the hotel, the victim was approached by 
another man, a man he most likely never 
wished to see: his girlfriend’s ex-boyfriend. 

The confrontation immediately turned 
into a fight, but it ended when the ex-boy-
friend fled down Gray Street. The victim 
did not even know the ex’s name and his 
girlfriend refused to provide any informa-
tion to the police, eventually yelling at the 
victim to stop cooperating with officers.

The victim and his girlfriend left the 
scene.

Starbucks Hideout 
On January 17 around 2:49 pm, two 

officers responded to a radio call for a 
disturbance at Starbucks, 627 Tremont 
Street.

Officers were immediately swept to the 
scene of the struggle; a man was hiding 
out in the bathroom. Mix that in with 
some screaming and throwing items 
around and the officers had a disturbing 
the peace issue.

After eventually communicating with 
the suspect, officers noticed the suspect 
had drug paraphernalia, but no drugs. 
The officers attempted to get the suspect 
out of the coffee shop and into a cruiser, 
though the suspect did not make that task 
simple.

The suspect requested he be transported 
to a detox facility. Officers instead decided 
to take the suspect to the emergency room.

Wire Fraud Fiasco
A victim walked into the District 4 police 

station to make a report for wire fraud on 
January 17 at about 1:38 pm.

The victim was preparing to close a deal 
on a brand new home, an event that usually 
garners great happiness and much relief. But 
while waiting on an email from his attorney 
about transferring funds to close on the 
home, the victim received an email from 
who he thought was his attorney.

He had every right to believe so because the 
email had his attorney’s name and informa-
tion, along with the exact instructions the 

victim was waiting for. But after transferring 
$205,818.51 to his “attorney,” the victim 
received the awaited email from his actual 
attorney.

The attorney said he never sent the earlier 
email. The victim contacted the banks to file 
a fraud case and stated he has opened up a 
case with the FBI.

Two Brothers, Zero Courtesy
On January 18, a victim walked into the 

District 4 police station to report a landlord-
tenant dispute, which occurred at the 30 
block of Worcester Street around 4:25 pm.

About one week ago, the victim said 
her building transitioned to new manage-
ment. The victim said two brothers now 
own the building, and when first meeting 
the victim, they told her she needed to 
move out. 

The victim said she has lived in her unit 
for over 20 years and could not understand 
why she was suddenly being evicted. The 
brothers seemed to get aggressive as well, 
the victim noted, and did not provide 
any documents to prove they owned the 
building. 

Crime &  
Punishment

By Caroline Broderick
District 4: 650 Harrison Avenue, 617-343-4457

District A-1: 40 New Sudbury Street, 617-343-4627

Don’t Be Left Out in the Snow

Stay Warm  
This Winter in 

Motor Mart  
Garage

Overnight monthly parking pass 
$173/month

24/7 access monthly parking 
$394/month

www.motormartgarage.com 617-482-8380

Motor Mart Garage
201 Stuart Street, Boston, MA 02116
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One island. Fourteen homes. Infinite memories.

Nantucket houses are available  
to rent by the week in the  

summer time. Shorter term rentals 
are available throughout the year.

By Joe Walsh

Boston Common might be an historic icon, but 
for many Beacon Hill families, it also serves as a 
backyard.

The city plans to spend $28 million on revamp-
ing the Common over the next few years, and 
residents have offered varied and competing visions 
for this overhaul. In particular, the Common sees 
heavy use from both tourists who visit the park’s 
historic features and locals who would like to see 
more spaces for families. Officials hope to balance 
these divergent interests as they upgrade and 
reconfigure the aging historic park.

“It has to literally serve all people,” Gene Bolinger, 
a vice president of design firm Weston & Sampson, 

said at a community meeting Wednesday night. 
“It’s a critical outlet for surrounding neighbor-
hoods. In a sense, it’s a neighborhood park for 
Beacon Hill and for Chinatown and for Back Bay.”

One focal point for park regulars is the Tadpole 
Playground, a space frequented by families on 
Beacon Hill and across the city. Designers suggested 
expanding the footprint of the playground, which 
is often congested, and adding new amenities like 
stroller parking and accessible play structures. And 
the busy nearby Frog Pond could be changed 
from a shallow wading pool into a deck with spray 
fountains.

Conversely, some locals pointed to the park’s 

What to Do With  
A 50 Acre Icon?

Continued on Page 8

A 1972 concert featuring the Beach Boys.

Community Boating brought around 100 members and supporters to the Hampshire 
House for its annual Raise The Sails Gala last week. The dinner raised more than $25,000 
for the nonprofit organization, which offers inexpensive sailing programs on the Charles 
River for adults, children and people with disabilities.

Anchors Aweigh!
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By Joe Walsh

An ambitious development above the 
Mass Pike has found a new funding source.

Fenway Center developer Meredith 
Management will partner with Creative 
Science Properties (CSP) to underwrite a 
$900 million life sciences center between 
Beacon Street and Brookline Avenue. With 
new funding in hand, Meredith hopes to 
secure city and state approvals in the next 
few months and start building a deck over 
the Pike by June, an aggressive timeline that 
could prove difficult.

Even more surprisingly, CSP is paying for 
most of the mammoth project before any 
tenants are signed, according to Meredith 
President John Rosenthal. CSP is a relatively 
new real estate investor and it is eager to 
build up a presence in the shadow of the 
Longwood Medical Area, Rosenthal said.

“They’re confident that you’ll build it 
and they will come,” he told The Boston 
Guardian.

Still, no new buildings have sprung above 
the Mass Pike in four decades, a reflection of 
the stark economic and technical challenges 
inherent with air rights developments. 
Fenway Center is no exception. Meredith 
first pitched the complex in 2009, and the 
firm broke ground on a first phase next to 

the Pike two years ago, but the air rights 
portion is proceeding without the first 
phase’s main financial backer.

However, after more than a decade of false 
starts, Rosenthal appears confident that 
the project’s air rights phase finally has the 
funding and governmental support needed 
to move forward. He said the plan is now 
feasible because he expanded its square 
footage by almost 50% and pivoted from a 
residential and office development to a life 
sciences complex, a shift that he said will 
draw higher rents.

“Rents are not going up at the same rate 
that construction costs are, especially over 
air rights,” Rosenthal said. “It is dramatically 
more expensive to build over eight lanes and 
two tracks than over land.”

Fenway Center joins a trio of megade-
velopments over the Mass Pike corridor 
that have made progress in the last few 
months, breaking a long doldrum for air 
rights construction in the city. Samuels & 
Associates hopes to begin building above 
Parcel 12 on Boylston Street in the next few 
months, and Boston Properties is angling 
to start a mixed use project above Back Bay 
Station early next year.

Fenway Center Has 
New Sugar Daddy

Continued on Page 8

By Joe Walsh

A contentious Boylston Street development will 
include fewer studio apartments than originally 
planned.

Scape North America’s proposed 451-unit 

apartment building earned a key approval from 
the Boston Planning and Development Agency 
(BPDA) last week. In the lead up to the vote, 
Scape agreed to meet neighborhood requests, such 

Scape Approved But 
With Major Changes

Continued on Page 8

Photo: Courtesy of Scape North America
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By Dan Rabb

With the proposed demolition of its historic 
but decaying community center facing a bureau-
cratic roadblock, nonprofit Inquilinos Boricuas en 
Acción (IBA) plans to take its case directly to the 
South End community. 

IBA and the South End Forum will hold a public 
meeting on IBA’s plan to demolish its building at 85 
West Newton Street and build a new community 
center in its place. A provider of housing and social 
services focused on the neighborhood’s Latino 
community, IBA has sought permission from city 
officials to tear down the former Lutheran church since 
September when city inspectors deemed the building 
structurally unsound. Home to a a preschool, cultural 
and performing arts center since IBA’s purchase of the 
building in 1980, the 19th century Gothic church 
currently sits empty and unused. 

Due to the building’s location in the highly 
regulated South End Landmark District, IBA’s 
plans face significant legal hurdles, and the 
demolition has been met with opposition from 
some residents and preservation groups. Requests 
to tear down such historic structures in the South 
End are practically unheard of, and the South End 
Landmark District Commission has signaled that 
it is unlikely to grant permission for the project to 
go forward. 

IBA officials insist their goal has always been to 
preserve the church, but they can’t afford the costly 
repairs required to restore its structural integrity. 

They say the organization has been left in an 
impossible position, unable to afford a renovation 
but not allowed to tear the existing building down. 
All the while, they are spending up to $14,000 
each month maintaining the unusable building. 

 With their plans for the property on the rocks, 

IBA Seeks a  
‘Hail Mary’

Continued on Page 8

By Dan Rabb

A legal challenge to the proposed redevelopment 
of the Harriet Tubman House will likely be 
dismissed. 

South End artist Jared Katsiane filed suit 
against the Boston Planning and Development 
Agency (BPDA) earlier this month, claiming the 
agency had no authority to grant a zoning change 
required for the property to be converted from a 
community center into a commercial condo and 
retail development. At a Downtown courthouse 
Monday, Suffolk Superior Court Judge Mary 
Ames cast doubt on the suit’s legal merit, although 
she said will review the case over the coming week. 

“I just don’t want to give you false hope in terms 
of the complaint that you’ve filed here,” Ames said. 

Katsiane’s suit seeks to block a project by 
developer New Boston Ventures that would build 
a mix of residential units, retail and nonprofit 
office space on the current site of the Tubman 
House. The building’s current owner, social service 
provider United South End Settlements (USES), 
says the sale of the property is necessary to keep 
their cash strapped organization afloat. 

The proposed development has drawn the ire of 
a coalition of anti-gentrification and social justice 
activists, who say the Columbus Avenue building 
is a vital community resource and carries symbolic 
resonance as a surviving pillar of what was once 
predominantly a community of color. 

Over months of public protests, opponents of 
the project framed replacing a building named 

after Harriet Tubman with condos as a slap in 
the face to Bostonians of color, who have seen 
the landmarks and institutions of a historically 
black neighborhood disappear with gentrification. 
They say USES should have sold the property 
to an organization committed to preserving the 
community center. 

Appearing without an attorney, Katsiane echoed 
these grievances in statements before the court 
Monday, highlighting the sites historical signifi-
cance to Bostonians of color.

“I feel like I’m representing many people in the 
community who also feel this is one of the last 
vestiges of black Boston,” the fourth generation 
Southender told the court.

Katsiane’s legal action challenges the BPDA’s 
December decision to alter a zoning framework 
known as the South End Urban Renewal Plan, a 
change required for New Boston Ventures to build 
condos and retail on the Tubman House site. 

The court, however, signaled its agreement 
with BPDA attorneys, saying that Katsiane lacks 
standing because he is not an abutter to the 
Tubman House property. Ames also seemed to 
concur that the suit was premature because the 
zoning changes have not been approved by the 
city’s zoning board of appeals. 

Katsiane now has a week to respond or amend 
his complaint. He says he may be able to find 
abutters to the Tubman House to serve as co-plain-
tiffs and hire an attorney. 

Suit Against Tubman 
May Go Nowhere

Photo: Courtesy of South End Historical Society
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ballfields as underused spots that sit dormant when 
programs are not in session. The city’s design team 
pitched reconfiguring the ballfields into a single, 
uninterrupted multiuse sports field and moving 
the tennis courts slightly, freeing up space.

Colin Zick, chair of the Beacon Hill Civic 
Association’s parks committee, noted that the 
ballfields and the playground are important 
resources for Hill families. Though parts of the 
Common’s redesign could involve tradeoffs, Zick 
said, the playground has some room for expansion 
without taking from other park uses. 

“There’s one playground for the entire 
Common,” he said. “When your kids are in there, 
it seems very small.”

Meanwhile, some neighbors hope to see better 
digs for canine visitors. The park currently hosts 
a rotating set of temporary dog parks that fill an 
unmet demand downtown but can sometimes 
damage the Common’s delicate grass. Instead, 
officials proposed building a permanent dog park 
ringed by fencing.

While dog owners expressed a desire for more 
space, they disagreed on how to meet this need. 
Some residents want a permanent area for dogs in 
the Common, but others prefer the existing slate of 
temporary parklets, which are maintained by the 
Friends of the Public Garden (FOPG)’s Common 
Canine initiative.

“I’d rather have my dogs running on grass and 
running under shade trees,” said Diane Goldberg, 
a Beacon Hill resident and a volunteer with the 
Common Canine program.

Officials are looking to weigh these diverse 
neighborhood suggestions, a process that could 
require some compromises. For example, the 
Common may see fewer large events, which 
attract scores of visitors but can harm the park’s 
natural features, noted FOPG Executive Director 
Liz Vizza.

Amid varying visions for the Common’s future, 
advocates like Vizza and Zick cautioned that the 
park is too small to fit every conceivable use, even 
if it serves all city residents and visitors in some way. 
Instead, Vizza offered a more restrained mantra: 
“most things to all people.”

“It has gained mythic status, but it is still 50 acres 
of grass and trees,” she said.

Common Redesign 
Continued from Page 5

as changing dozens of studios to one bedrooms, 
placing affordable units onsite and limiting the 
number of students in the building, according to a 
company spokesperson.

Neighbors like Fenway Civic Association 
President Tim Horn are generally happy with 
these last minute changes, which close off a 
long and often controversial process since Scape 
first entered the neighborhood last spring. As a 
result, the development will bring hundreds of 
moderately priced rental units to a popular yet 
expensive area, Horn noted.

“I’m glad to see that many new units of housing 
go in,” he said. “It’s good housing, but it’s not 
luxury housing per se.”

Scape is aiming to lease fewer than 25% of 
those new apartments to students, partially easing 
neighbors’ worries that the building could become 
a de facto undergraduate dorm. Scape CEO 
Andrew Flynn was not available for comment, but 
he told the BPDA’s board last week that he hopes 
to rent apartments to professionals, downsizing 
seniors and other longer term neighborhood 
residents.

The 15-story development will also come with a 
handful of community benefits, including money 
for the Fenway Community Center, the Back 
Bay Fens and a planned upgrade of the Boylston/
Ipswich intersection. And the building will feature 
a venue for LGBTQ performing arts group The 
Theater Offensive. Fenway resident Fredericka 
Veikley cast these benefits as essential parts of the 
project.

“Anybody who builds in that area has a huge 
obligation to help with the Back Bay Fens,” 

Veikley said.
The project is now almost unrecognizable from 

its unveiling last year. Scape initially hoped to build 
a student dormitory, an idea that drew ire from 
residents concerned about bringing more students 
to the Fenway. The developer later pivoted to a 
standard apartment building consisting almost 
entirely of studios, before arriving at a design that 
favors studios but also offers dozens of one and 
two bedroom apartments.

Scape also eventually paired the development 
with two other projects slated for the Fenway. A 
site on Beacon Street near Audubon Circle could 
host 445 apartments and several dozen spaces for 
families of Children’s Hospital patients, and Scape 
hopes to build a third residential building at 2 
Charlesgate West.

These drastic changes came as a relief to residents 
like Horn and Veikley, many of whom warned 
that a dormitory would cause neighborhood 
disruption and a building filled with studios 
would poorly serve local families. Likewise, new 
City Councilor Kenzie Bok is generally pleased 
with Scape’s efforts.

“This is a project that’s undergone substantial 
transformation,” Bok said at last week’s BPDA 
meeting.

For Scape, the transformation from dorm 
to traditional apartment building reflects the 
neighborhood’s intense feedback. The developer 
said it hopes to keep working with residents on its 
next Fenway projects.

“Scape sincerely appreciates the feedback and 
direction provided by the Fenway neighborhood 
and the City of Boston,” Flynn said through a 
spokesperson. “This collaborative process has 
achieved alignment across all stakeholders and 
Scape looks forward to continuing this spirit of 
partnership going forward.”

Scape 
Continued from Page 6

IBA CEO Vanessa Calderón-Rosado sees next 
week’s meeting as a final chance to convince 
Southenders and elected officials that demolition 
is the only option. She hopes to create public 
pressure that can sway the city agencies responsible 
for approving the demolition. 

“There’s a lot of misinformation out there about 
what’s been happening, so it’s an opportunity to 
talk about all the measures we’ve taken and all 
the possibilities we’ve exhausted to preserve the 
building,” said Calderón-Rosado. “People assume 
we haven’t been good stewards of the building, or 
they assume we haven’t done our due diligence and 
have just gone down the path of least resistance.”

South End Forum Founder Steve Fox is 
optimistic about finding a solution that works for 
all parties. He says the event is about gathering 
information and giving interested Southenders a 

voice in a dispute that has mostly played out in late 
night Landmark District Commission hearings. 

“A full throated discussion is something that the 
South End deserves,” said Fox. “What options 
exist? Is sale of the building to someone else a viable 
alternative? What does this do to IBA, which is a 
crucial South End organization that we cannot 
afford to lose? Does this spell financial ruin for 
them, or does it just put them in a handicapped 
position?” 

Yet next week’s meeting is not being welcomed 
by everyone. Boston Preservation Alliance 
Executive Director Greg Galer says his organiza-
tion was not informed of the meeting. He said 
the Alliance has been trying to work with IBA 
on alternative solutions for months, and disputes 
IBA’s assertion that the destruction of the building 
is the only possibility. 

“It’s awfully disappointing, if this is an attempt 
to do an end run around Landmarks,” he said. “It 
seems like a strategy to convince people that this is 
the only option, and I don’t think it is.”

IBA 
Continued from Page 7

But some former neighborhood denizens 
brought more than just photos. One resident of 
the old West End brought the shoeshine kit from 
his father’s stand outside the Old Howard Theatre, 
which was photographed for the museum archive. 
Another brought a coal shovel his family had 
pilfered from their building when they were 
forcibly relocated prior to the neighborhood’s 
demolition. 

“Because the West End was torn down, people 
brought a lot of stuff with them,” said Belfanti. 
“People took things that would have been left 
in the building or would have been the property 
of the landlord, because it was just going to get 
buried or dumped into the harbor.”

Belfanti says the museum’s scanning parties, 
the second of which is scheduled for January 25, 
are motivated partly by the realization that these 
memories and artifacts won’t be available forever. 
As the last generation to have lived in the pre-urban 
renewal neighborhood ages and dwindles, stories 
are lost and blurred by second hand retelling, and 
old photographs and documents are scattered 
amongst family members. 

“There is definitely an urgency there,” Belfanti 

said. “The oldest person I’ve met from the West 
End was 25 when it was torn down, and most of 
the old West Enders are in their 60s or 70s.”

Yet Belfanti emphasizes that the museum is not 
solely focused on those who lived in the neighbor-
hood before the bulldozers flattened its trademark 
tenements. Residents of the new West End are also 
part of its history. 

“There are West End stories that are not 
pre-1950 West End stories,” he said. “These 
events are an opportunity to reach out to people 
who have lived here in the last five or six decades 
because their stories matter too.”

Beyond serving as an instrument to build 
the museum’s archive, the scanning party also 
helps build a community centered around the 
historic neighborhood, according to Belfanti. He 
says building connections around these shared 
memories, and reestablishing social connections 
severed by displacement and time, were one of 
the most satisfying aspects of last week’s event. 
He hopes that will remain true at the next 
Photography and Scanning Party on January 25.

“It was amazing seeing people meeting each 
other who were a year apart in high school but 
hadn’t seen each other in 50 years,” he said. “The 
way the neighborhood has held together beyond 
the physical neighborhood’s disappearance is 
inspiring.”

West End 
Continued from Page 3

All three projects may still face logisti-
cal challenges. Air rights developments 
are expensive and complicated, and 
the Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation (MassDOT) needs to give 
construction crews permission to access the 
highway. MassDOT did not respond to a 
request for comment.

Regardless of those difficulties, Rosenthal 
believes the plan is workable. The site is 
in a desirable location, he said, and state 
officials appear motivated to move forward. 
Rosenthal added that he expects to negotiate 

a lease and construction schedule with the 
state in the next few months.

Some neighbors are pleased to see some 
progress on the development, which 
Rosenthal noted would knit together 
Brookline and Beacon and mend a scar left 
in the Fenway when the Mass Pike was built.

Residents like Fenway Civic Association 
President Tim Horn were generally support-
ive at a community meeting this week, 
though Horn noted that residential develop-
ments continue to be a neighborhood need. 
For Pam Beale, meanwhile, a life sciences 
complex is appropriate for the area.

“It makes sense,” Beale said. “That’s what 
the demand is now.”

Fenway Center 
Continued from Page 6
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on tHe town
Thursdays

Free Chair Yoga. Gentle form of yoga while 
sitting in a chair or using a chair for support, a part 
of The Boston Parks Winter Fitness Series. Morville 
House at Symphony Park, 100 Norway St. 10 am.

Now-Saturday, February 29
Frog Pond Ice Skating. Outdoor ice skating 

with skates, skate aids and lockers for rent. $6. 
Boston Common. Monday, 10 am-3:45 pm. 
Tuesday-Thursday, 10 am-9 pm. Friday-Saturday, 
10 am-10 pm. Sunday, 10 am-9 pm.

The Rink at 401 Park. Outdoor ice skating at 
6,000+ square foot rink with skate rentals. $6-$10. 
401 Park Dr. Monday-Friday, 3-9 pm. Saturday, 
11 am-10 pm. Sunday, 11 am-8 pm.

Seaport Skating Rink. Winter activities, goodies 
and 3,000 square foot rink. $3-$5. 65 Northern 
Ave. Monday-Thursday, 4-9 pm. Friday, 4-10 pm. 
Saturday, 11 am-10 pm. Sunday, 11 am-8 pm.

Now-Saturday, January 25
Pass Over. Two friends share their dreams of 

deliverance until a stranger changes everything. 
Recommended for ages 15 and up. Performance 
times and ticket prices vary. Calderwood Pavilion 
at BCA, 527 Tremont St.

Now-Saturday, February 8
Fresh Ink Theatre Company’s Last 

Catastrophist. One climatologist escapes to the 
coast of Iceland, only to be found by her one 
remaining peer, resulting in a cat and mouse game. 
$5-$25. Plaza Black Box, Boston Center for the 
Arts, 539 Tremont St. Times vary.

Now-Sunday, February 9
We All Fall Down. A heart wrenching, riotous 

play where a theatrical mother summons her 
non-religious family to celebrate Passover for the 
first time in decades. Calderwood Pavilion at the 
BCA, 527 Tremont St.

Now-Sunday, March 1
Etching Revival: Whistler and His Circle. 

Presenting etched prints from James Abbott 
McNeill Whistler and fellow artists. Childs Gallery, 
169 Newbury St.

Now-March 8
Hannah Barrett: Transitions. Retrospective 

display of the artist’s various series. Childs Gallery, 
169 Newbury St.

Friday, January 24

Teen Video Game Tournament. Each week, 
teens will compete in a different game and the 
champion will be awarded a GameStop gift card. 
Free. Boston Public Library, Gaming Lounge in 
Teen Central, 700 Boylston St. 3-4 pm.

Chair Massage in the Art Gallery. Cash 

only, 15 minute chair massages. Afterwards, 
patrons can explore the gallery. $20. Hidden 
Art Gallery, 25 Myrtle St. 5-8 pm.

Mozart + Haydn. Concert by the Handel and 

Haydn Society. $24-$100. Boston Symphony 
Hall, 301 Mass Ave. 7:30 pm.

Sérgio Assad, Clarice Assad & Third Coast 
Percussion. Half of the renowned guitar duo The 
Assad Brothers and widely performed Brazilian 
concert music composers with Grammy-
winning percussion ensemble. $35-$75. Jordan 
Hall, 30 Gainsborough St. 8 pm.

Saturday, January 25
West End Stories Scanning and Photography 

Party. The West End Museum will be collecting 
photos, letters, records or objects that tell the 
story of the West End before urban renewal 
through present day with light refreshments and 
socialization. Free. 150 Staniford St. 2-5 pm.

Julia Carey: Center Stage. Solo piano concert 
with guest appearances. $10-$35. First Church 
in Boston, 66 Marlborough St. 7:30-10:30 pm.

Sunday, January 26
PMC Winter Cycle 2020. Over 1,000 

people will raise money for the Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute through this indoor spin event. 
$40 registration, $350 fundraising minimum. 
Fenway Park, 20 Jersey St. 9 am-3 pm.

Calder String Quartet. Award winning 
quartet will perform Mozart, Beethoven and 
contemporary work from Hungarian composer 
Peter Eötvös. $15-$36. Isabella Stewart Gardner 
Museum, 25 Evans Way. 1:30-3 pm.

Mozart + Haydn. Concert by the Handel and 
Haydn Society. $24-$100. Boston Symphony 
Hall, 301 Mass Ave. 3 pm.

Trident Poetry Open Mic Night. Ten 
randomly drawn participants will have five 
minutes to read their poems. Free. Trident 
Booksellers and Café, 338 Newbury St. 6:30 pm.

String Masters Series: Thomas Mesa, 
Cello. Accompanied by pianist Jung-A Bang 
to perform Tchaikovsky’s Variations on a Rococo 
Theme, op.33 and new works by Jonathan 
Chenette, Lydia Pugh and Elizabeth Start. 
$10-$15. Boston Conservatory at Berklee, 
Seully Hall, 8 Fenway. 7 pm. 

RUBBERBAND Dance Performance. 
Montreal-based dance company brings together 

contemporary dance and West Coast hip-hop, 
part of the Winter Dance Fest. $40-$65. 
Emerson Cutler Majestic Theatre, 219 Tremont 
St. 8-10 pm.

Monday, January 27
Fool’s Errand Ramen Pop-Up. Special 

menu featuring traditional ramen, shareable 
apps, specialty beer and sake. Fool’s Errand, 
1377 Boylston St. 12 pm.

Curling at the Liberty Hotel. Thirty 
minute games of outdoor curling for teams 
of two or four, including a warm winter 
cocktail. $25. The Liberty Hotel, 215 
Charles St. 4-8 pm.

Animal City: The Domestication of 
America. Author Andrew Robichaud 
will discuss his book and its theme of the 
importance of 19th century urban animal 
life throughout America. $10. Massachusetts 
Historical Society, 1154 Boylston St. 5:30-7 
pm.

Tightrope: Americans Reaching for 
Hope. Pulitzer Prize winning authors 
Nicholas D. Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn 
will discuss their latest book. $34. Back Bay 
Events Center, 180 Berkeley St. 7:30 pm.

Tuesday, January 28
Penelope Winslow: Reconstructing a 

Life Through Material Culture. Plymouth 
Colony’s first lady was largely forgotten. 
Author Michelle Marchetti Coughlin will 
discuss her book about Winslow’s life. $10. 
Boston Athenaeum, 10 1/2 Beacon St. 12-1 
pm.

King’s Chapel Recital. Singer/songwriter 
Brooke Campbell will perform on the guitar. 
$5 suggested donation. King’s Chapel, 58 
Tremont St. 12:15 pm.

Wednesday, January 29
NEC Symphony + Biss: Beethoven, 

Mozart & Stravinsky. Free. Jordan Hall, 
290 Huntington Ave. 7:30-9:30 pm.

The World of Little Women at the Gibson 
House. Learn about the similarities and 
differences of Jo March, Louisa May Alcott 
and Charlie Gibson and the recent adaptation 
of Little Women. $12-$15. The Gibson House 
Museum, 137 Beacon St. 5:30-6:30 pm.

Required Reading Community 

Conversations. Discussion about “essential 
knowledge” and the ways it can be defined 
in conjunction with the Athenaeum’s current 
exhibition, moderated by Cara Soloman, 
featuring Stephanie Fan and Valerie Fletcher. 
Free. Boston Athenaeum, 10 1/2 Beacon St. 
6-7 pm.

Wednesday, January 29- 
Sunday, February 23

RING: Gallery Annual Members’ Group 
Show and Fundraiser. Boston Sculptors Gallery 
will display 36 sculptors and works priced from 
$100 to $1,000 all based on the theme of ring. 486 
Harrison Ave. Wednesday-Sunday, 11 am-5 pm.

Thursday, January 30
Sam Adams Faneuil Hall Taproom Opening 

Day. 60 State St. 11 am-11 pm.

A Century of Votes for Women: American 
Elections Since Suffrage. Author Christina 
Wolbrecht contrasts portrayals of women voters 
by the press, politicians and scholars with the actual 
voting patterns of different groups of women. $15, 
free for members. Boston Athenaeum, 10 1/2 
Beacon St. 6-7 pm.

Terrarium Workshop. Create your own table 
top terrarium while enjoying snacks, drinks and 
company. $75. The Vintage Garden, 61 Thayer St. 
6-7:30 pm.

Thursday, January 30- 
Friday, January 31

Nichols After Dark: 1920s Fashion. Take a 
look back at women’s dress 100 years ago, tour 
led by textile historian Elizabeth Weisblatt. Gin 
cocktail reception to follow. $25-$35. Nichols 
House Museum, 55 Mt Vernon St. 6-8 pm.

Thursday, January 30- 
Saturday, February 29.

Company One: “Wolf Play.” Hansol Jung’s 
“Wolf Play” is a deeply theatrical hunt for familial 
connection in the wilds of 21st century America. 
Pay what you can. Rabb Hall at the BPL, 700 
Boylston St. Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays, 7 
pm.

Friday, January 31
Charlie Gibson’s Queer Boston. Explore the 

Gibson House and early 20th century Boston 
through Charlie Gibson’s eyes on this specialty 
guided tour. $8-$10. The Gibson House Museum, 
137 Beacon St. 4 pm.

Ezra Klein: “Why We’re Polarized.” Vox 
co-founder and editor-at-large will discuss his 
anticipated book, joined by renowned author 
and Harvard Law professor Lawrence Lessig. 
$25-$35. Back Bay Events Center, 180 Berkeley St.  
7:30-9 pm.



By Caroline Broderick
Beacon Hill is one of the city’s most well 

preserved treasures. It was here on Beacon 
Hill that Boston became what it is known 
for today, a booming city filled to the brim 
with culture and history. Cobblestone 
streets, redbrick rowhouses and distinctive 
Federal style homes can still be found on 
the picturesque Hill to this day, carefully 
mixed in with small businesses, boutiques, 
coffee shops and parks. 

The Hill continues to be a calm neighbor-
hood with a strong sense of community and 
easy access to some of Boston’s most notable 
landmarks, such as the Boston Common.

The expansive, lush Common is an oasis 
at the center of the city, perfect for strolls 
and picnics. It also happens to be the direct 
view from 49 Beacon Street’s unit 1, a 
spacious one bedroom, one full bathroom 
condominium with an unbeatable location.

This condo is situated on the corner of 
Beacon and Spruce streets in a professional-
ly managed, high owner-occupied building. 
Besides the perfect location, the unit also 
has a spacious living room, oversized foyer 

and additional storage.
The sunken living room is directly off the 

foyer, which is large enough to become a 
dining or office area. The living room is 
covered in natural sunlight that comes 
from the wide bay window at the front of 
the building. The window also gives way to 
even more room in the living area, which 
can become an additional dining space. 
With the room being only a few steps down, 
the ceilings are extra high. On one wall, 
built-in bookshelves have enough space for 
any reader’s collection. On another wall, a 
sleek white marble fireplace invites residents 
into its warm atmosphere.

There is white molding, recessed lighting 
and clean hardwood flooring throughout 
the home. Its galley kitchen is crisp with 
white cabinetry and light gray countertops. 
Both the cabinet and counter space in the 
kitchen is expansive. Some cabinets have 
charming glass fronts and the elongated 
kitchen has two windows at the end.

The bedroom is gracious in size and 
comes with three separate closets and two 
windows, which spill in sunshine. The 

full bathroom has a shower head, tub, tile 
flooring and overhead lighting. 

49 Beacon Street’s unit 1 is 782 square 
feet and is within walking distance of 
Charles Street, the Common, Public 
Garden, public transportation, the Charles 

River Esplanade and Newbury Street. 
The building’s common areas are freshly 
updated. This one bedroom condominium 
is priced at $799,000. Contact Ariel Szabo 
of Donnelly + Co. at (617) 922-6251 for 
more information. 

Our Local Real Estate
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Beacon Hill Condominium - 34 Hancock Street Unit 1E
This pristine one bedroom apartment, part of a two building, 17 unit, professionally  
managed condominium association, is situated on a lovely, wide tree lined street. The 
pet friendly, smoke-free building has recently been renovated and the unit is in move in  
condition. There is a new roof, new gutters, a new boiler, and modern thermostats in every 
apartment. The building has all new ceilings, a new intercom buzzer system and breaker 
panels. The apartment has a washer/dryer, excellent finishings and high-end appliances. 
There are six on-site rental parking spaces ($275/m) if available. This apartment is 
conveniently located near all of the amenities of Cambridge Street.  

$619,000

sallytbrewster@gmail.com ~ 617-367-0505
visit our website www.brewberk.com

BREWSTER & BERKOWITZ 
REAL ESTATE

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, JAN. 26 11am - 12pm

Sunny two bedroom, two bath unit with open floor 
plan in beautifully maintained building. Direct  
elevator access. Large corner living room with gas 
fireplace, oak floors and a wide bay with window seat  
containing storage. Open and spacious u-shaped 
kitchen. Bosch stainless steel appliances. Separate 
dining area with sliders to private balcony. Corner 
master bedroom with step-in closet has private 
marble and granite bath with tub. Private storage.  
Separately deeded parking space. In-unit stack 
washer/dryer. Walk to Andrew “T” Stop.      $729,000

Joe Govern: 857-222-5235  
joe@streetandcompany.com

South Boston

Accepted Offer

15 Ward Street #5
2 BR, 2 Bath Condominium

Open Houses
  

Price	 Address	 Type	 Pkg	 Beds	 Baths	 SF	 Open	House	 Phone
$6,999,000		 5	Joy	St	#PH	 C	 0	 4	 3.5	 	3,828		 Sun	12-1:30	 (617)	645-5888
$6,350,000		 32	Lime	St	 SF	 0	 5	 4.5	 	5,194		 Tue	12-1:30	 (617)	905-7379
$4,950,000		 4	Joy	St	#I	 C	 0	 3	 3.5	 	2,754		 Sun	12-1:30	 (617)	645-5888
$3,250,000		 140	Shawmut	#4C	 C	 2	 3	 2.5	 	2,257		 Sun	12-1:30	 (617)	896-5006
$2,750,000		 1	Winter	Pl	#4	 C	 1	 2	 2.5	 	3,323		 Sat,	Sun	1-2	 (617)	908-4000
$2,577,600		 380	Harrison	Ave	#14H	 C	 0	 3	 2.5	 	1,551		 Sun	12-1	 (781)	426-6725
$2,395,000		 400	Stuart	St	#20B	 C	 1	 2	 2	 	1,371		 Sun	12-1	 (617)	266-4430
$2,250,000		 47	Milford	St	#3	 C	 0	 3	 2.5	 	1,680		 Sun	12:30-2	 (617)	780-8098
$2,225,000		 400	Stuart	St	#15C	 C	 0	 2	 2	 	1,213		 Sun	10:30-1	 (617)	759-4828
$2,175,000		 110	Stuart	#22	B	 C	 1	 2	 2	 	1,794		 Sat,	Sun	11-12	 (617)	908-4000
$1,749,999		 24	Marlborough	#2	 C	 1	 3	 2.5	 	1,338		 Sat	11-1,	Sun	3-5	 (617)	538-2239
$1,795,000		 400	Stuart	St	#21C	 C	 1	 1	 2	 	1,134		 Sun	12-1	 (617)	266-4430
$				730,000		 15	River	St	#506	 C	 0	 1	 1	 	519		 Sun	1-2	 (617)	960-6080
$				619,000		 32-34	Hancock	#1E	 C	 1	 1	 1	 	550		 Sun	11-12	 (617)	869-3443

Banker & Tradesmen
REAL ESTATE TRANSACTION LISTING AS SUBMITTED BY THE WARREN GROUP

	 Address	 Buyer	 Seller	 Price	 Address	 Buyer	 Seller	 Price

BEACON HILL
48	Beacon	St	#9R	 Schoemaker,	Kimberly	 Bramson,	Robert	 $1,690,000
8	Whittier	Pl	#7D	 Samardina,	Kateryna	 Goldenthal,	Leah	 $550,000
2	Hawthorne	Pl	#17J	 Nebhnani,	Tina	 Fishman,	Eric	A	 $71,500
9	S	Russell	St	#5	 Lorrain-Hale,	Theo	 Jacob,	Daniel	B	 $750,000
37-41	Beaver	Pl	#BP2	 Polaris	2000	LLC	 Domolky,	George	C	 $1,750,000
142	Chestnut	St	#10	 Sise,	Meghan	 Raish,	David	L	 $1,667,000
15	River	St	#304	 Bonfantini,	Alfred	R	 Fayon,	Theresa	M	 $920,000
4	Garden	Ct	 Garden	Court	Realty	LLC	 Howell,	Diane	 $4,225,000
10	Bowdoin	St	#409	 Depoalo,	Mara	 Epstein,	Lawrence	R	 $810,000
286-288	Cambridge	St	#5	 Chan,	Bryan	C	 Chu,	Jonathan	 $445,000
19	Revere	St	#7	 Qin,	Weijian	 Michale	P	Boyle	RET	2008	 $650,000
1	Charles	St	S	#11E	 Chakravarthy	RET	 Quantum	Valley	Ltd	 $2,200,000

BACK BAY
342	Comm	Ave	#2	 Lee,	Minsuk	 Maher	FT	 $462,500
4	Arlington	St	#4	 Roush,	William	R	 Baker,	Jon	M	 $5,000,000
119	Beacon	St	#6	 Chang,	Gloria	L	 Yazdi,	Hassan	 $1,825,000
220	Boylston	St	#1220	 Haseotes,	George	P	 4	Seasons	1220	RT	 $5,875,000
180	Comm	Ave	#19	 Lin,	Dawson	S	 Magg	LLC	 $1,290,000
146	Marlborough	St	#7	 Ohren,	Joel	 Cabral,	Joseph	 $770,000
400	Stuart	St	#29B	 Kant,	Doug	O	 Brooks,	Samuel	S	 $2,560,000

SOUTH END
301-319	Columbus	Ave	#305	 Parker-Lee	T	 Ling,	Gabriel	 $2,645,000
79	Dartmouth	St	#3	 Popov,	Boris	 Burke,	Carson	L	 $1,135,000
178	W	Canton	St	 178	West	Canton	St	LLC	 Schmid,	Paul	A	 $4,200,000
27	Greenwich	Pk	#1	 Parsonnet,	Brian	 Resch,	William	 $1,080,000
60	Rutland	St	#5	 Pierson,	John	 Wilde,	Timothy	J	 $815,000
28	Worcester	Sq	#2	 Fauteux,	Andrew	P	 Lilleystone	Angela	U	Est	 $702,500
613	Mass	Ave	#3	 Stayman,	Matthew	 Savitzky,	Elliot	 $1,385,000
5	Durham	St	#1	 Fitzpatrick,	Peter	J	 Otten,	Leslie	B	 $2,225,000
5	Durham	St	#2	 Fitzpatrick,	Peter	J	 Otten,	Leslie	B	 $2,225,000
5	Appleton	St	#4E	 Stauth,	Jessica	 Hammond,	Megan	R	 $716,000

67	St	Botolph	St	#1	 Mayani,	Eyad	 Saint	Botolph	67	RT	 $2,400,000
558	Columbus	Ave	#F	 Toth,	Kevin	 Glass,	Ryan	J	 $561,000
15	Savoy	St	#D108	 Karacaoglu,	Ahmet	 T	J	Pesanelli	RET	 $1,555,000
66	W	Rutland	Sq	 Price,	Christopher	D	 66	West	Rutland	Dev	LLC	 $3,945,000
44	Chandler	St	#2	 Singh,	Raymond	 Oppenheim,	Jacob	 $1,220,000
75	Clarendon	St	#209	 CDZ	RT	 Samuel	E	Toto	RET	2005	 $985,000
75	Clarendon	St	#406	 Caspen,	Nicole	 Montgomery,	Laura	A	 $945,000
418	Columbus	Ave	#3	 Dhaka,	Shantanu	 Skinner,	Robert	A	 $1,212,500
6	Columbus	Sq	#3	 Ersu,	Ali	K	 Ramsayer	Joint	RET	 $900,000
17	Holyoke	St	#3	 Martinez,	Kresley	R	 Fisher,	Emily	 $769,000
232	W	Canton	St	#1	 Kennedy,	Ryan	 West	Canton	Apartments	 $1,786,000
40	Bradford	St	 Mcbride,	Robert	R	 Barsoum	LT	 $3,000,000
485-495	Harrison	Ave	#501	 Canning,	Hye	S	 Richardson,	Daniel	 $1,075,000
484	Mass	Ave	#2	 Giannakis,	Adamantia	K	 Scannell,	Meaghan	L	 $607,500
312	Shawmut	Ave	#4	 Wargin,	Jeffrey	 312	Shawmut	NT	 $773,000
574-580	Tremont	St	#7	 Crisler,	William	J	 574	Tremont	Street	7	LLC	 $360,000
27	Upton	St	#3	 Macdougall,	Jospeh	 Finocchio,	Stephen	 $2,025,000
43	Upton	St	#4	 Luby,	Brendon	D	 Freihofer	Sue	Est	 $1,654,965
161	W	Brookline	St	 Auerbach,	Steven	G	 161	West	Brookline	Dev	 $4,320,000
198	W	Springfield	St	#4	 Chan,	Alexandra	 Duffy,	Maria	G	 $1,305,000
37	Worcester	Sq	#1	 Oppenheim,	Jacob	 George,	Robert	 $1,482,500

WATERFRONT
2	Battery	Wh	#4409	 Clarke,	Cynthia	M	 Scioletti,	Bradley	 $1,800,000
536-538	Commercial	St	 Kafasis,	Paul	 Bonney,	Alison	G	 $3,500,000
20	Rowes	Wh	#TH1	 Regan,	George	K	 Berkshire	Bank	 $1,855,000
300	Commercial	St	#408	 D	L	Hassenfeld	Getz	RET	 Prives,	Lynne	A	 $985,000
80	Broad	St	#204	 Monboquette,	Nancy	 Geraldine	M	Mceachern	RET	 $1,000,000
43-1/2	Charter	St	#3	 Dinunzio,	Nina	M	 Romanishina,	Maria	 $510,000
100	Fulton	St	#4F	 Occhipinti,	Anne	N	 Phua	Cheng	S	Est	 $1,000,000
85	E	India	Row	#9A	 Mazof,	Andrew	L	 Murphy	John	E	Est	 $580,000
9	Cooper	St	#A	 Antonellis,	Americo	 Butlin,	Anthony	J	 $540,000
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