
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Kent United Church of Christ 
AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING, ACCESSIBLE TO ALL, W.I.S.E.,  

and CREATION JUSTICE CONGREGATION 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 7, 2025 

10am 
 

GATHERING 
Like the iconic figures gathered around the Christ Child in our nativity scenes, we gather together 

because we want to know Jesus more as we seek to bring his Reign of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love 
on earth. 

 

BELLS        

 

PRELUDE                                           Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                 Rowland H. Pritchard,  
                                                                                                                                                             arr. Jay Rouse 
                                                                                                            
GREETING                                                                                                      Rev. Amy Gopp, senior minister 

 

WE GATHER AT THE SCENE 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF PEACE                                                                                     The May Family                                           

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION                                                                                         Don Bubenzer, liturgist                                                                          

 

“Bring Him Laud” 
*OPENING HYMN (Insert)                                Star Child                                                          STAR-CHILD 

 

*SIGNS OF PEACE                                                                                                        
May the Peace of Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 

 
PROCLAIMING 

We open ourselves to the full story of Christ’s birth, knowing that his story is the ground of our 
faith and the light for our path. 

“Haste, Haste”  
THE CHILDREN GATHER                                                                                                              Pastor Emily
        

WE HEAR THE STORY                                     Luke 1:5-25                                                      Don Bubenzer 
Here ends the reading from God’s word. 
Thanks be to God, who is still speaking. 

 

SERMON                                                           The Silent Word                                                      Pastor Amy 

 

                                                             “Anthem’s Sweet”  
THE WORD IN MUSIC                                A Prayer for Peace                            Music by Karissa Dennis 
                                                                              Chancel Choir                                  Words by Henry Baker 
 

RESPONDING 
Our faithful response is to praise God for this story of Emmanuel, God-With-Us, even and 
especially in the midst of difficulty, for God is indeed with us even still. 
 

“We Keep Watch” 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Sacred Silence 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kin-dom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for Thine is the kin-dom, and the power, and the glory for ever. Amen. 
 

 

“So Bring Him…” 
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY                                                                                                  Don Bubenzer                                                   

 

*DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done; 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                                                              Pastor Amy 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 Invitation to the Table 
+++ 
In a time of trouble, poverty, and pain, 
Living was a struggle. Hoping was a strain. 
Fear and desperation robbed the world of joy. 
In a weary nation, Mary had a boy. 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 
Sacred Silence 
 
Words of Assurance 
+++ 
Teaching, feeding, healing, Jesus showed the way, 
Sacred love revealing day by day by day, 
Practicing resistance, cultivating care, 
Centered in persistence, every act a prayer. 
 
 



Words of Institution 
+++ 
So, my friends and neighbors, now it’s up to us. 
May we welcome strangers, building faith and trust. 
May we live like Jesus in our time and place 
’Til this weary nation knows amazing grace. 
 
Sharing the Meal 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. 
As you receive the bread and the cup, please hold them so we may partake together. 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

SENDING FORTH 
Just as our theme carol asks, “what child is this?” we, too, have come with our questions this day. 
We go into the world with answers of Good News, being the Body of Christ through our words and 
deeds.  
 
What child IS this? 
This is the one born in a time 
when too many were silenced. 
What child IS this? 
This is the one whose voice would ring out, 
reminding all that peace does not come through violence. 
What child IS this? 
This, this is the “Prince of Peace” 
who shows us the kin-dom in which all have a voice, and no one is afraid. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN (Insert)                   Let There Be Peace on Earth                          Miller and Jackson 
 

*BENEDICTION                                                                                                                      

 
*SUNG RESPONSE 
This, this is Christ, the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary! 
 
 

*POSTLUDE                                             Christians, Awake!                                    arr. David Paxton 
The postlude signifies the end of worship. Please refrain from applause and feel free to depart. 

 
 

Our service has ended. Now our service begins. 
You are the Body of Christ, and the whole world awaits you. 

 
The flowers today are an offering from Karen Carmany wishing everyone a Happy Holiday! 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


