
March 15, 2021 

Social Justice Ministry – Josh Case, Jen Case, Donna Hess, Frank Hairston, Kelley Gifford, Barb Hanniford 

1. Rev. Dr. Velda Love – Josh 

We have an appointment with her as a committee on April 12 at 7pm via Zoom. She will help us 

to begin strategizing what it will look like to become an anti-racist church with the same 

certification and rigorous process it takes to become ONA, A2A, etc. 

2. Budget items - Josh 

We have sent a check to Kent Interfaith Alliance for Racial Reconciliation in order to renew our 

membership, and we have paid Sunny Matthews for our MLKj class in April. Additionally, we 

have agreed to renew membership for Kent Environmental Council ($100/year). Frank will help 

us apply to Portage NAACP for a $500/lifetime membership, which can be paid in installments. 

3. Fundraiser - Frank 

Frank would like to see more signs that say: Racism is a Sin PERIOD. We would sell them when 

the weather gets nicer in May/June. Frank will buy the initial 200 again, and we will pay him 

back with the monies we receive, putting the rest into SJM’s budget. We will have another pick 

up day and will also deliver if needed. These signs will be available to church and community 

members. 

4. Portage NAACP update – Frank 

The children’s coloring book is finished, and Frank will let us know next month what we can do 

to help in distribution. He would also like our church to invite Dr. Nelson (president) to speak on 

what NAACP is doing in Portage county, especially since their office will soon be in our church 

building. We are all in favor and excited about this growing partnership. 

5. Sunny Matthews - Jen 

We have decided to make the switch from a book study to a class on MLKj and his vision for the 

white church. We think it is a good time for us as a church to take a deep dive into these 

teachings and to see how they can lead us in becoming an anti-racist church. We expect all lay 

leaders (council and ministry members), members, and attendees to attend to the best of their 

ability. Jen will get a blurb into the Messenger and get a title and description from Sunny so that 

we can advertise outside of the church as well (ie. KIFA, Allies, Facebook). Kelley will make a flier 

for easy distribution, and Sunny will make a short video to play during service and to put on FB. 

6. Outreach Ministry update – Donna 

They would like out church to invest in helping the King Kennedy Center get up and running in 

Ravenna. They will need more help with the building and equipment fund as well as annual 

funding. The final decision on this project from the city (?) is Thursday, March 18. Frank would 

like us as a church to come in person to both the KKC and Skeelz program, so we can see it in 

action and catch a vision for what they are doing. 

 



7. Collaborative Community Committee (CCC) update – Jen 

This is a fairly new, Black-led committee, headed up by Fanette Reed. Some other members are 

LaTesha Dukes and Neil Dukes. Pastor Amy has been involved, and now Jen is going to be 

representing KUCC by attending monthly meetings. We are still learning about their mission and 

how our church can best serve them. 

Mission Statement: We the CCC are the conduit to bridging the gap between our Kent/Ravenna 

Black/Brown communities and Portage county officials. We are honored to assist in 

implementing a series of roundtable discussions to promote change regarding racial diversity. 

The arena of focus are: education, city government and police law enforcement. We are a 

diverse group of people who have been granted a divine opportunity to discuss and plan 

platforms to address systematic oppression. We hope these platforms will enhance change as it 

relates to racial biases in our own spheres of influence. 

8. KIFA update – Frank 

 

As usual, there are a lot of good opportunities coming up that we can be involved with. Loralea 

and Jen will be joining Frank in representing KUCC. Frank would like some of the leadership to 

come speak with our ministry in order to hear the latest goings on, so we will set that up for 

May. 

 

Dr. John Garrity is going to speak on what the mental health board has been working on for 

almost a year in response to racism being declared a health crisis. Additionally, KIFA is working 

on an all-church children’s program regarding anti-racism. 

 

9. Next meeting: April 19 

But don’t forget the meeting with Rev. Dr. Love on the 12th! 

 

  

 


