
 

 

Imagine a Better Future for Public Education  
 
Families and educators pulled together to make sure that students received the best 
possible public education, despite the difficulties presented by the COVID-19 
pandemic. One of the main challenges has been the Ford government’s inaction 
and mismanagement of the pandemic.  
 
When it came to the safety and well-being of students and educators, the Ford 
government refused to make necessary investments and ignored the advice of 
public health and other experts.  
 
In June of 2022, we will have an opportunity to elect a new government, but it will 
take all of us working together, having important conversations about what is 
happening in our classrooms and our public schools, and imagining a better future 
to make that change. Ontario has one of the best public education systems in the 
world and Ontario educators want to keep it that way.   
 
Below are conversation starters that will help you to discuss with family and friends 
the importance of getting involved to ensure that Ontario elects a government that 
supports publicly funded education. 
  
1. Talk About Your Own Experiences in the Classroom  
  

Nobody knows better than a classroom educator exactly how underfunding 
and lack of supports and resources for students effects a classroom and a 
local school. Talk about your own experiences and observations. Share 
your concerns, as well as some of the solutions.   
  
Emphasize the need for:  

  

• smaller classes;  

• ventilation standards for schools;  

• masks for all students;  

• proper screening for students and a robust testing and tracing 
system;  

• improved school bus safety measures; and   

• a government-convened consultative and advisory table of 
education and public health experts.  

  
All of these measures would help improve the health and safety of students 
and educators. Additional resources and supports as we recover from the 
impacts of the pandemic are also critical for students and communities.   
  



 

2. Talk About the Facts - Ford and Lecce Have Made Deep Cuts to 
Education Funding in our Province  
  
Here are a few numbers you can use: 
 

• Average funding per-student for the 2019-2020 year dropped by 

$375 (adjusted for inflation).  

• The government cut 3% in per-student education funding for 

2019-2020.  

• Ontario’s education funding formula has been shortchanging 

students for two decades. The last Conservative government in 

1999 cut $1.5 billion from education. 

• There have been $800 million in cuts to education in the last 

budget, and the government’s plan is for billions 

of additional cuts. The Financial Accountability Office calculates 

that public education will be cut by $12 billion over the next nine 

years.  

3. Talk About the Harm Ford’s Conservatives Would Do to Ontario 
Schools Unless We Act, Including Moving to Permanent Virtual 
Learning and Changing Fair Hiring Regulations. 

 
Permanent virtual learning: Emphasize that parents need make 
themselves heard on the issue of permanent virtual learning. It is important to 
support in-person learning in every way and stop the move to permanent 
virtual learning, which will divert funds to private companies instead of public, 
equitable education. Medical experts agree that in-person learning is the best 
option for children of all ages from an overall health and learning perspective.  
The government’s primary motivation with virtual learning is to save money, 
and erode quality publicly funded education. This is not in the best interest of 
students.  

  
On fair hiring: The Ford government removed fair hiring regulations. Fair 
and transparent hiring practices are important to ensure that experience is 
valued in the hiring process. It works to ensure that qualifications and 
experience, not connections, are what gets educators hired. 
 
On privatization: The Ford government is moving toward privatization of 
education through plans to make virtual learning permanent. Virtual learning 
is a clear example of the government delivering funds that could be used for 
public education to private companies instead. This undermines equity in 
education in Ontario and will leave many students behind, destabilizing public 
education. 

 



 

4. Share Your Vision for the Year Ahead  
  

In your conversations, share your commitment to public education in the year 
ahead. Talk about how you are getting involved to make sure that we elect a 
government that will invest in the health and well-being of all Ontarians. Invite 
others to join you and commit to making sure that Ontario elects a 
government that will support public education. Emphasize that we need 
investment in public services, not cuts and austerity, as we recover from the 
pandemic and that together on June 2, 2022, we can elect a government that 
will do better. 
  
Again, talk about your own experience. What do you hope for your students, 
your classroom and your local school? How can we ensure that every 
Ontario student, regardless of geographic location or personal circumstances 
gets an excellent public education? How do we make sure that equity and 
investment in public services is at the centre of our recovery and which 
political parties are likely to do that?  
 
Access to high-quality public education is essential to ensuring all Ontarians 
are equipped with the skills they need to help our province thrive. 

 
5. In Every Conversation, Celebrate Activism 

  
Acknowledge and celebrate the fact that it was the activism of Ontarians that 
forced the Ford government to make additional investments in public schools 
and improve safety measures for educators and students.   
 
Discuss ETFO’s commitment to Full-Day Kindergarten. It is ETFO’s 
commitment and action on public education that has kept the award-winning 
Full-Day Kindergarten program with one teacher and one Early Childhood 
Educator (ECE) in Ontario classrooms. The ECE is an essential element of 
the educational team and is in classrooms because of ETFO’s advocacy. 
 
Talk about your own involvement and what you do to make sure the 
government is hearing loud and clear what Ontarians need. Mention some of 
the ways people can take part.  
 
Here are some simple actions you can suggest to your friends and relatives:  
  

• Email or call your Member of Provincial Parliament (MPP). It is 
easy to do from the buildingbetterschools.ca website, which even 
provides talking points about public education.  

• Go to buildingbetterschools.ca to sign up to get involved. 
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• Attend open houses and ask a question about how the public 
officials there will support publicly funded education.  

• If you are in a club or group, talk to people in that group about 
the importance of publicly funded education.  

• Donate to a political party that supports publicly funded 
education.  

• Join the mailing list of political parties that support publicly 
funded education. 

 


