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ABOUT
THE 2020 PROVINCIAL ELECTION
On September 21, 2020, following a meeting with
Lieutenant Governor Janet Austin to officially dissolve
British Columbia’s minority parliament, Premier Horgan
called the provincial election – because delaying the vote
would “create uncertainty and instability over the [next] 12
months.”
Election Day in BC is Saturday, October 24, 2020 – almost
a full year ahead of the set election date of October 16,
2021. Advanced polls take place Friday, October 16 to
Wednesday, October 21, 2020.
There are 87 seats in the Legislative Assembly of British
Columbia and 44 seats are needed for a majority. The
Liberal Party and NDP Party currently hold 41 seats each
and the Green Party holds 3 seats.
Premier Horgan will again lead the NDP Party into the
provincial election. Andrew Wilkinson leads the Liberal
Party, Trevor Bolin leads the Conservative Party, and Sonia
Furstenau leads the Green Party.
The liquor industry portfolio is currently led by the
Honourable David Eby, Attorney General and MLA for
Vancouver-Point Grey.
ABLE BC has prepared this 2020 Provincial Election
Toolkit with suggested talking points and questions to ask
your local candidates. We are also personally connecting
with all political parties to ensure they are aware of our
industry’s serious financial challenges and the types of
urgent support you need to weather the COVID-19 crisis.
If you have any other questions or concerns, please contact
our Executive Director Jeff Guignard: jeff@ablebc.ca.
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ABLE BC
BC’s Alliance of Beverage Licensees (ABLE BC)
is the leading voice of British Columbia’s private
liquor industry. Our membership includes
private liquor stores, pubs, bars, nightclubs,
hotel liquor licensees, cannabis retailers,
and various agents, industry suppliers, and
benefit providers. On behalf of our over 1,000
members, ABLE BC advocates for a thriving
and sustainable private liquor industry.

Learn more about ABLE BC
• Visit our website at www.ablebc.ca
• Join our email list and receive regular
COVID-19 and industry updates
• Connect with us on Facebook and Twitter
• Contact us for more information:
info@ablebc.ca or 604-688-5560

Join the Alliance
During this crisis, your businesses have been
dramatically impacted – the association has been
too. Our success is tied to your success.
If you’re not already a member and want to support
the work we are doing to help our industry – and are
in a financial position to do so – we would appreciate
your membership now more than ever.
You can sign-up for a membership online or contact
Danielle Leroux (Director of Membership and
Communications): danielle@ablebc.ca.
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BRITISH COLUMBIA’S HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY
We may be small, but liquor is a big business
Liquor and hospitality are critical sectors within
British Columbia’s economy. Prior to COVID-19,
BC’s hospitality and liquor retail industries
contributed:
• 192,000+ jobs (BC’s 3rd largest private
sector employer)
• $15 billion in economic activity
• $1.2 billion profit for BC government
Our industry was hit first and hit hardest by the
pandemic.
In March, almost every liquor primary in BC closed
within a week. When you add in layoffs from
the accommodation and tourism sectors, our

industries lost 250,000 jobs in one week alone.
With the introduction of a new public order on May 19, many
liquor and food primaries across the province reopened –
forced to adapt and drastically change in this new normal,
while complying with new regulations.
The last public order on September 18, ending liquor sales
at 10:00 pm, will have devastating financial impacts. BC’s
hospitality industry was already in a fragile state, with
about 50 per cent of businesses not sure they’ll make it to
the end of the year. The public order led to an immediate 30
per cent decline in revenue for our industry.
In a highly-regulated industry like ours, government
policies have massive impacts on your businesses.

Your vote matters
No matter who forms government, rest assured
that ABLE BC will be working hard to advocate
on your behalf. Our first priority after the election
will be to ensure government understands the
economic impact of BC’s liquor industry, the
staggering financial crisis this global pandemic
has created in your businesses, and the necessary
balanced supports that will help our hospitality
and liquor retail businesses remain solvent and
keeping British Columbians employed.
Read on for the policy priorities ABLE BC is
advocating for and the issues you may wish to
discuss with your local candidate.
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LIQUOR INDUSTRY PRIORITIES & QUESTIONS
LICENSEE SALES AND PERMANENT
HOSPITALITY PRICING
Every year, BC’s 7,700 Liquor Primary and Food
Primary restaurants, bars, pubs, nightclubs, and
hotel liquor licensees collectively purchase over $600
million of inventory for the Liquor Distribution Branch.
Up until July 20, 2020, Liquor and Food Primaries
remained forced to purchase products from
Government Liquor Stores at full retail price – the
same price an average consumer walking into a GLS
pays.
On July 20th, government introduced temporary
wholesale pricing for Liquor and Food Primaries. It
will remain in effect until March 31, 2021, at which
time the program will be reviewed by government.
With two-thirds of BC’s hospitality industry is still not
out of the red – and half still worried they won’t be
able to pay bills over the next couple of months – this
single policy change will help many operators on their
path back to profitability.

Sample candidate Questions
Would a (insert party name) government
commit to permanent hospitality pricing
for liquor licensees?
Would a (insert party name) government
commit to allowing restaurants, pubs,
and bars to purchase products from
private liquor stores?

ABLE BC is actively advocating for permanent
hospitality pricing and licensee sales – allowing
hospitality customers to purchase products from
all licensed liquor retailers and not just government
liquor stores.
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LIQUOR INDUSTRY PRIORITIES & QUESTIONS
EXTEND LRS MORATORIUM
The government-imposed moratorium on issuing new
LRS licenses has been a significant investment protection
for BC’s liquor retailers. It means that no new LRS licenses
can be issued – and that the only way to acquire a license
is by transferring it from an existing LRS owner.
However, the moratorium is set to expire on July 1, 2022,
potentially leading to a flood of new liquor retail stores
entering the market. This would unnecessarily increase
competition, undermine profitability, and put our industry’s
long-term prosperity at risk.

Sample candidate Questions
Would a (insert party name) government
commit to extending the moratorium on
new private liquor store licenses for ten
years?

ABLE BC is actively advocating that government extend
the LRS moratorium by an additional 10 years.

LIMIT EXPANSION OF GROCERY STORE LIQUOR
LICENSES AND PRODUCT SELECTION
One of the consequences of the USMCA trade agreement
made in 2018 between Canada and the United States was
that British Columbia committed to eliminating measures
allowing BC wines only to be sold on grocery store shelves.
To address this commitment, on July 12, 2019, government
announced amendments to the Liquor Control and
Licensing Regulation that eliminate regulatory measures
that allowed sales of only BC wine on grocery store shelves.
This change meant that the two types of licenses
authorized to sell wine in grocery stores – the 21 VQA wine
licenses owned by the BC Wine Institute and the 12 Bill22 Special Wine Licenses auctioned off by the previous
government – are permitted to include international wines
on their shelves should they wish to do so.

Sample candidate Questions
Would a (insert party name) government
commit to no further expansion of
grocery liquor licenses or increased
product selection in grocery stores
beyond BC wine?

ABLE BC is actively advocating that government commit
to no further expansion of grocery store liquor licenses
or alcohol product selection.
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LIQUOR INDUSTRY PRIORITIES & QUESTIONS
Protect the 1 km Distance Rule
Every LRS owner in BC knows that the ‘1 km rule’
is the single most important regulatory protection
underpinning the financial viability of BC’s private liquor
industry. More than any other regulation or policy, the 1
km distance rule allows financial institutions to invest
in and support your business.
Although the provincial government currently has no
intention of altering or amending the 1 km rule, this
regulation is too important to risk any lack of clarity in
the future. With so many other liquor policy changes
in recent years, our industry needs greater certainty
that the 1 km rule will not be altered or eliminated at a
future date.
ABLE BC is actively advocating for a strong public
statement of support from government, affirming
their commitment to the 1 km distance rule. We are
also asking that all categories of liquor retailers be
bound by the same fair distance rule.

Sample candidate Questions
What will your (insert party name)
government do to shutdown illegal
dispensaries who are continuing to
compete against legally licensed
cannabis retailers?
Would a (insert party name) government
commit to maintaining the 1 km distance
between all liquor retailers?

Online Stores for Private Cannabis
Retailers
Private non-medical cannabis retailers are currently
not allowed to sell and then ship or deliver product
online – the government-run BC Cannabis Stores are,
however.
A new policy, introduced amidst during the COVID-19
pandemic on March 20, 2020, now allows licensees
to offer non-medical cannabis product reservations
to customers online using the licensee’s website or
telephone. But products must still be picked up and
paid for in the establishment.

Sample candidate Questions
Would a (insert party name) government
commit to allowing private cannabis
retailers to sell products online and then
ship directly to consumers?

ABLE BC is actively advocating for government to
allow private cannabis retailers to sell products
online and ship directly to customers.
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HOW TO GET STARTED & ENGAGE
GET INFORMED

ENGAGE YOUR CANDIDATES

Review each party’s website. They present their
platforms in quick, easy-to-read formats that can
help you get an idea about where they stand.
Additionally, follow the parties and their leaders
on social media to stay up to date on what they
are up to and what they are saying.

Find your candidates through Elections Canada.

› BC NDP
› BC Liberals
› BC Conservatives
› BC Greens

Engage with your local candidates:
• Attend an all-candidates debate
• Invite candidates to visit your business
• Write a letter to your candidates with your ideas
Inform candidates about what your business brings
to the community (e.g. economic impact, taxes paid,
employment, services, etc.)

Learn who your candidates are and what each
one is about. Find your candidates through
Elections Canada. See below for tips on engaging
with your candidates.
Keep an eye on the news. Getting information
from non-partisan sources is integral when
deciding who to vote for. The CBC is a good
resource for keeping up to date on day-to-day
political news (cbc.ca/news).

Ask your candidates where they stand on our policy
priorities and how they are going to support our industry
throughout the COVID-19 crisis.

VOTE!
Advance voting takes place from October 15 to October
21. Visit Elections Canada’s Where to Vote page for
details and use their Where to Vote app for voting
locations and hours.
General Voting Day is October 24. Find out where to vote.
Completed vote-by-mail packages must be received by
Elections by 8:00 pm PT.

Election Toolkit

9

Section

04

ABLE BC ENDORSEMENTS

On the Honourable David Eby,
Attorney General and MLA for
Vancouver-Point Grey.

“While BC’s hospitality industry has been weathering the worst
financial storm in its history, Attorney General David Eby had our
back. He was instrumental in securing several temporary policy
changes aimed at helping our industry survive, such as wholesale
pricing for hospitality licensees, allowing pubs to sell alcohol with
take-out and delivery meals, and expanding temporary licensed
areas. We are proud to endorse David Eby for re-election in
Vancouver Point Grey.”
- Jeff Guignard, Executive Director of ABLE BC

On the BC Liberals’ promise
to eliminate the PST for one
year and then reduce it to 3
per cent for the duration of
the pandemic.

“The hospitality industry has been struggling due to the
devastating economic impacts of the pandemic. Eliminating the
PST will make a major difference in our ability to keep our doors
open, continue serving local communities, and keeping people
employed throughout the province.”
- Jeff Guignard, Executive Director of ABLE BC
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