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Pesticide Reform

NEONICS HARM
HUMAN HEALTH
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¢ Thanks to a federal loophole, pesticides applied as a seed coating are no longer
regulated as pesticides. Over 800 million corn seeds are planted each year in CT
and virtually all (except organic) are coated with neonics.

¢ Only 5% of that pesticide coating is taken up into the plant, according to industry
research. The remaining 95% moves through soil and air into waterways.

e Over 400 studies compiled in a landmark 2020 report by Cornell show that using
neonic-coated corn, soybean or wheat seeds offers ‘no overall net income benefits’
to farmers and there are safer alternatives.

e Pesticides on the seeds are being used preventatively, whether the plant faces a

pest problem or not.

CT'S NEONICS BILL HB6916

Restricting High-Harm, Low-Benefit Uses of the
Neonicotinoid Pesticides Harming CT’s Birds,
Bees, Wildlife, Rivers, and People

NEONICS DESTROY FOOD
CHAINS HOLLOWING OUT
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One Neonic-Coated Seed is
Enough to Kill a Songblrd
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5% of the Coating is Absorbed by the Plant
The Other 95% Leaches into Waterways

EPA'S INSECTICIDE STRATEGY DOES NOT ADDRESS NEONIC USE
ON LAWNS AND GOLF COURSES OR ON COATED SEEDS 2/1/25




