
 

 

 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

May 21, 2023 
9:30 Service 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Holy Eucharist 
 
 

The Word of God 
 

Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 1Corinthians 15:57 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 450 All Hail the power of Jesus' Name! Verse 1-3, and 6  
 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ is Risen. 
 

People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily   
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
GLORIA S280:  “Glory to God” 
 
 

 Glory to God in the highest,  
  and peace to his people on earth.  
 

 Lord God, heavenly King,  
  almighty God and Father,  
  we worship you, we give you thanks,  
  we praise you for your glory.  
 

 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
  Lord God, Lamb of God,  
 you take away the sin of the world;  
  have mercy on us;  
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father;  
  receive our prayer.  
 

 For you alone are the Holy One,  
  you alone are the Lord,  
 you alone are the Most High,  
  Jesus Christ,  
  with the Holy Spirit,  
  in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in 
heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place 
where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory 
everlasting. Amen.  
 

THE FIRST LESSON:  Acts 1:6-14 
 

When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the king-
dom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing 
up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s jour-
ney away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and 
John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and 
Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together 
with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM 68:1-10, 33-36 
 

1  Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; * 
 let those who hate him flee before him.  
 
2  Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; * 
 as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.  
 
3  But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; * 
 let them also be merry and joyful.  
 
4  Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; 
 exalt him who rides upon the heavens; * 
 YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him!  
 
5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, * 
 God in his holy habitation!  
 
6  God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; * 
 but the rebels shall live in dry places. 
 
7 O God, when you went forth before your people, * 
 when you marched through the wilderness,  
 
8  The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, 
 at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, * 
 at the presence of God, the God of Israel.  
 
9  You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; * 
 you refreshed the land when it was weary.  
 
10  Your people found their home in it; * 
 in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.  
 
33  Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; * 
 sing praises to the Lord.  
 
34  He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; * 
 he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice.  
 
35   Ascribe power to God; * 
 his majesty is over Israel; 
 his strength is in the skies.  
 
36    How wonderful is God in his holy places! * 
 the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! 
 Blessed be God!  
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:*                                                                                       
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
 



 

THE SECOND LESSON:  1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though some-
thing strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ's sufferings, so that you 
may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you 
are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
 

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all 
your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your 
adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for 
you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And 
after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 
Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

People: Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL HYMN Lift Every Voice And Sing 184 -- Blessed Assurance 
 

Verse 1 
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!  
O what a foretaste of glory devine!  
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,  
Born of His spirit, washed in His blood. 
 

Chorus 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my savior all the day long;  
This is my story, this is my song,  
Praising my savior all the day long. 
 

Verse 2 
Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels descending bring from above 
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 
 

Chorus 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my savior all the day long;  
This is my story, this is my song,  
Praising my savior all the day long. 
 

Verse 3 
Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
I in my savior am happy and blest; 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with his goodness, lost in His love. 
 

Chorus 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my savior all the day long;  
This is my story, this is my song,  
Praising my savior all the day long. 
 
 



 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL:  John 17:1-11 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
People: Glory to you Lord Christ.  
 
Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glori-
fy you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 
him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 
sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in 
your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 
 

“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you 
gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from 
you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth 
that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking 
on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are 
yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they 
are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, 
so that they may be one, as we are one.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Sermon                                                                                                                     Fr. Garry Edwards 
 
THE NICENE CREED 

      We believe in one God,  
      the Father, the Almighty, 

      maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

      the only Son of God, 
      eternally begotten of the Father, 
                 God from God, Light from Light, 

                 true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
                 of one Being with the Father. 

                 Through him all things were made. 
             For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

      by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

                and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 
      On the third day he rose again  

  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
       He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 
      We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

  He has spoken through the Prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                                       Form VI 
 
 

The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
(Silence) 
 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 
 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 
 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 
We pray for Bishops Sam and Jennifer. We pray for Father Garry, and all bishops and clergy; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation: We pray especially for Terry Blythe, Jim Blythe,  
Margaret Hans, Martha Ann Springer, Mary Beth Masline, Marion Johannsson and daughters Betsy and Mar-
tha, Paul & Michelle Cravetz, Milt Sullivan, Jon & Mary Zacharias, Beth Hunt, Lily Wilson, Michael Warren, 
Justin Wilson, Angela Worme, Molly Marshall, Marcia Nelson, Marsha Phillips, Saunders Black, Mike Hall, 
Carrie Orr, Betty Brown, Frank Burgess, Mark Kennedy, Elaine Reilley, Fay Sample,  
Nancy Whitehead, Ben Jacob, La Escuelita San Marcos, Ranson Middle School, and Flyin’ Lion Ministries.                                                                                                                        
 
 

For all the men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad. Defend them day by day with your heav-
enly grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give them the courage to face the perils which beset 
them; and grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be. 
 
 

Hear us, Lord. 
For your mercy is great. 
 
 

We will exalt you, O God, our King; 
And praise your Name forever and ever. 
 
 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life especially those celebrating anniversaries and birthdays 
this week: Rae Deicke, Michael Havens, Tom Lenardson, Douglas McDowell, Laura Siegel, and Tom and 
Lorraine Lenardson. 
(Silence) 
 
 

(The people may add their own thanksgivings.) 
We pray for all those who have died, especially Harriet Hobbs, that they may have a place in your eternal 
kingdom.   
 

 

(Silence) 
 
 

(The people may add their own petitions.) 
 
 

Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you.  
 



The Deacon says:  We pray to you for the forgiveness of our sins.  
(Silence may be kept.) 
 

Celebrant and People: 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion forgive us our sins,  
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone 
and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 
THE ABSOLUTION 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
 

But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.  
Hebrews 13: 15, 16 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN Gather Hymnal #850 All Are Welcome  (printed on the next page) 
 
DOXOLOGY    verse 3 Hymn 380 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
Eucharistic Prayer A 
 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you  
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,  
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he 
is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he 
has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of    heav-
en, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 



 

OFFERTORY HYMN Gather Hymnal #850 All Are Welcome  
 



SANCTUS LEVAS 255:  “Holy, holy, holy”  
 

Holy, holy, holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are filled with your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
(People may kneel or stand.) 
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fall-
en into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only 
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered   himself, in obedi-
ence to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People:  

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,                                                                                                    
and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 



 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM: S154 “Christ our Passover” 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

AGNUS DEI (Said): 
Celebrant: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: (All) Have Mercy on us 
Celebrant: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: (All) Have Mercy on us 
Celebrant: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: (All) Grant us peace. 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant may say the following Invitation   
                                                                          

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.          
                                                                                               

All:  Jesu my God I thee adore, O make me love you more and more. 
 

At the Communion 
• All are welcome to receive the Holy Communion.  
• If you do not wish to receive Communion, you are welcome to receive a blessing, indicated by crossing your 

arms over your chest. 
• Gluten free wafers are available.  Indicate by crossing fingers.  

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 460 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!  
 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you in gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN 494 Crown him with many crowns!  
 

THE BLESSING 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

POSTLUDE    
                                        

Altar Flowers are given in celebration of Lorraine and Tom Lenardson’s Wedding Anniversary. 
 
 

 



 
 
 
If you are visiting with us today we are glad to have you. Please consider filling out the visitor card in your 
pew so we can get to know you better. Completed cards can be placed in the offering plate or handed to our 
ushers. 
 
2023 Flower Chart - Is located outside of the church office and is available for flower sign-ups. Cost is $50 
to sponsor a day. New Offering 2023 Eucharist Sponsors Holy Eucharist on any given Sunday as another 
way to honor, celebrate or remember someone or something. The cost is $50 and can be shared with another 
family. Please contact the church office to reserve your Sunday life@stmarksnc.org. If you take the flowers 
home please return the green ring, as the flower guild reuses them. Thank you! 
 
EOG Proctors  Needed– Ranson Middle School needs proctors for EOG testing on May 25th, May 31st, 
and June 1st from 9:15-12:15. Breakfast, lunch, and entry into a $200 Visa gift card raffle are provided. 
Contact phillipa.middleton@cms.k12.nc.us with any interest. Proctors must complete the CMS volunteer 
screening. 
 
 

Next Sunday 5/28 One Service— Next Sunday we will have another single service at 9:30 am.  
 
 

Grounds– Perennial bulbs and plants are needed. Please contact Debbie Heggen 
email Deborah.heggen@gmail.com. 
 
 

Youth Sunday June 4th– Join us June 4th for Youth Sunday! There will be one service at 9:30 am. We 
will celebrate our graduating Seniors that Sunday as well! 
 
 

Slave Cemetery Remembrance Service, Monday, June 19th at 5:30pm - Mark your calendars, more de-
tails to come! 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Announcements May 21st, 2023 



Officiant 
Father Garry Edwards 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Mark’s Contact Information 


