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Prelude                     Musicians 

Welcome, Announcements, Greeting 

Call to Worship All Things Bright and Beautiful        Bells of Joy 

Gathering Hymn          We Praise You, O God Green Hymnal # 241 

Confession and Forgiveness  (please be seated or kneel as you are able) 
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son+, and of the Holy Spirit.   
C. Amen. 

P. Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your Holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C. Amen 

P. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, 
God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

  (Silence for reflection and self-examination) 

P. Most merciful God,   
C. we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

P. Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.  C. Amen 

The Apostolic Greeting  (please rise) 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all.    
C. And also with you. 
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The Hymn of Praise  
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Prayer of the Day:  Lord God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, always 
keeping in mind the end of all things and the day of judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of life 
here and may live with You forever in the world to come, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
First Lesson: Malachi 4:1-6 
“For behold, the day comes, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; 
the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor 
branch. 2 But for you who fear my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. 
You shall go forth leaping like calves from the stall. 3 And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will 
be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts. 

4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and ordinances that I commanded him at Horeb 
for all Israel. 5 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and terrible day of 
the LORD comes. 6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to 
their fathers, lest I come and smite the land with a curse.” 

 
Psalm 98    (read responsively, congregation reads the bold verses)  
P. Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! His right hand and his holy arm 

have worked salvation for him. 
C. The LORD has made known his salvation; he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the 

nations. 
P. He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the ends of the 

earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
C. Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
P. Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody! 
C. With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD! 
P. Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who dwell in it! 
C. Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together 
P. before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness, and the 

peoples with equity. 

 
Second Lesson: 2 Thessalonians 3:1-13  
Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed on and triumph, as it did among 
you, 2 and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men; for not all have faith. 3 But the Lord is 
faithful; he will strengthen you and guard you from evil. 4 And we have confidence in the Lord about you, 
that you are doing and will do the things which we command. 5 May the Lord direct your hearts to the 
love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ. 

6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from any 
brother who is living in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you received from us. 7 For you 
yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, 8 we did not eat 
any one’s bread without paying, but with toil and labor we worked night and day, that we might not 
burden any of you. 9 It was not because we have not that right, but to give you in our conduct an 
example to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: If anyone will not 
work, let him not eat. 11 For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing 
any work. 12 Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work in 
quietness and to earn their own living. 13 Brethren, do not be weary in well-doing. 
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The Gospel Verse (please rise) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
P. The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Holy Gospel: Luke 21:5-28 
And as some spoke of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and offerings, he said, 6 “As for 
these things which you see, the days will come when there shall not be left here one stone upon another 
that will not be thrown down.” 7 And they asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the 
sign when this is about to take place?” 8 And he said, “Take heed that you are not led astray; for many 
will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do not go after them. 9 And when you 
hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified; for this must first take place, but the end will not be at once.” 
10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 11 there will be 
great earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilences; and there will be terrors and great 
signs from heaven. 12 But before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering 
you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors for my 
name’s sake. 13 This will be a time for you to bear testimony. 14 Settle it therefore in your minds, not to 
meditate beforehand how to answer; 15 for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your 
adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will be delivered up even by parents and 
brothers and kinsmen and friends, and some of you they will put to death; 17 you will be hated by all for 
my name’s sake. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain your lives. 

20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come near. 
21 Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are inside the city depart, 
and let not those who are out in the country enter it; 22 for these are days of vengeance, to fulfil all that is 
written. 23 Alas for those who are with child and for those who give suck in those days! For great distress 
shall be upon the earth and wrath upon this people; 24 they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led 
captive among all nations; and Jerusalem will be trodden down by the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled. 25 “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and upon the earth distress 
of nations in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26 men fainting with fear and with 
foreboding of what is coming on the world; for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 And then 
they will see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things 
begin to take place, look up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

 
P. The Gospel of the Lord.     
C. Thanks be to God.  
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The Sermon 

Hymn of the Day      Day by Day    Red Hymnal # 718   

The Apostles’ Creed          

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

The Prayers of the People 
 A. Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

Please be seated or kneel as you are able.  
(The congregation’s response to the petition, “Lord in your mercy,” is “Hear our prayer.”) 

Sharing of the Peace (wave to one another!) 
The offering will be received as you leave worship today.  The offering plates are located in front of 
the baptismal font at the entrance to the sanctuary where you can place your donations and yellow 
connect/sign-in insert.  Thank you for your stewardship and support of the mission! 

Preparation of the Elements for Holy Communion 

The Offertory Prayer 
 A. Let us pray, Merciful Father,  
 C.  We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - ourselves, our time, and 

our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered 
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 P. The Lord be with you.      

C.  And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts.        
C.  We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.     
C.  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
P. It is indeed right and salutary… we praise Your name and join their unending hymn: 
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The Consecration of the Elements for Communion 

P.  In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it and 
gave it to His disciples, saying:   

  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:   
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen 

Communion Distribution  

At the direction of the ushers, we invite all who recognize the body and blood of Christ and seek forgiveness in 
His name, to receive communion today. You are invited to kneel or stand at the altar or you may receive in your 
pew by letting an usher know. 

As is our custom, both the common cup for intinction and individual glasses are made available.  If you wish to 
intinct from the chalice, please hold on to the host after you receive it and dip it carefully in the chalice. The 
center glasses in each tray contain grape juice. If you would like a gluten-free host, please indicate this to the 
Pastor.  

Children who do not yet receive communion are invited to come to the altar to receive a blessing indicating that 
desire by crossing their arms over their chests.     
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Communion Hymns 

 Lamb of God 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 It Is Well with My Soul        Red Hymnal # 795 

 Abide with Me         Red Hymnal # 642 

 
Dismissal from Communion  (please rise) 
 P.  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.    

C.  Amen. 

Post-Communion Canticle 
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Prayer after Communion        
A.  Let us pray.  Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the godly 

life.  Enable us to receive Him always with thanksgiving and to conform our lives to His; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Closing Prayer 
P. Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths 

as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 
where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Benediction 

 P.  Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless us now and forever.  
 C.  Amen.      

Sending Hymn          Onward Christian Soldiers      Red Hymnal # 731 
 
The Dismissal to Serve   
 A.  “Go in peace, Serve the Lord!”        
 C.  “Thanks be to God!” 

Postlude                Musicians 

 

Next Sunday’s readings:  Malachi 3:13-18; Psalm 95:1-7a; Colossians 1:13-20; Luke 23:27-43 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number is: 26566 


