
Entering into the “Passiontide” as a 

school/parish community… 

WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO. 

The last two weeks of Lent are referred to as the 

“Passiontide” and with that you will notice at the school 

and church the veiling of our statues and crucifixes with 

purple cloth.  We wanted to share one of the best 

explanations we found from a Roman Catholic priest in Virginia (Fr. De Celles) to his 

parish, as it very much demonstrates the universality and richness of our Catholic 

faith, as found across our country and world!  This, of course, is our desire for all of 

our school families…to embrace this holy time of year and deepen in faith:  

When we enter into “Passiontide,” it is a time when we more intently and somberly 

focus our attention on Christ’s Passion. We try, in effect, to take ourselves 2000 years 

back in time and walk with Jesus in those last days before Good Friday. We mark this 

in a very dramatic way by covering the statues and crucifixes in our churches: Good 

Friday has not yet happened, so there is no cross yet; Easter has not happened, so no 

saints are in heaven. Keep this in mind in the coming days: “I’m walking with Jesus, 

and Peter and the apostles…With Judas. With John, and Mary Magdalene… Walking 

toward Jerusalem, stopping in Bethany, going to the temple….I’m in the Upper 

Room, at the Last Supper…In the house of Caiaphas…In the palace of 

Pilate…Standing with Blessed Mary as they scourge her little boy….” 

The bodily/physical reminders of these days are so important to our experiencing the 

meaning of the season—Jesus created us in bodies, and came and spoke to us and 

suffered and died in His body. Which is why it’s so important to experience the 

mysteries of this season “in the flesh.” One way we do this is through the physical 

acts of penance we give ourselves: the minor suffering of our personal Lenten 

sacrifices (giving up sweets or video games, or fasting or abstaining from meat on 

Fridays) because they remind us of the sufferings of Christ, and His love for us. 

But another very important way we experience this in the flesh is through the outward 

signs of our liturgical and prayer practices. So, please, come to the church and 

physically take part in the various sacraments, liturgies and other pious activities of the 

Church and parish in the next few weeks. 


