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Dr. Swaminathan is an Associate Professor of Medicine at Rutgers 
New Jersey Medical School (NJMS). She is the Clinical Research 
Site Leader for the NIH funded Clinical Trials Unit at Rutgers 
NJMS and is the Medical Director of the Infectious Diseases 
Practice (IDP) at University Hospital, Newark, NJ. Dr. 
Swaminathan started her career at Rutgers NJMS in 2004 as 
Assistant Professor of Medicine. She developed a co-located HIV-
Hepatitis C Treatment Center within the Infectious Diseases 

Practice. This “one-stop shop” care delivery has become the model for treatment of other co-
morbidities within the practice. In 2014, she became the Medical Director of the IDP. Under her 
leadership the program has undergone significant expansion and now provides an umbrella of 
services that includes medical case management, medical nutrition therapy, mental health and 
substance use treatment, support groups and peer navigation. With state funding she implemented 
an HIV Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) program in the practice and has worked extensively with 
the community to ensure the program continues to provide key services to the community. 

In her role as Site Principal Investigator for the Division of AIDS funded Clinical Research Site, 
she has successfully implemented multiple NIH-funded HIV treatment and prevention studies at 
Rutgers NJMS. Under her direction, Rutgers NJMS has been one of the leading sites for the 
enrollment of women and minority populations. More recently, with the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Rutgers NJMS is now an NIH-funded site for COVID Treatment and Prevention Studies. The site 
will be launching multiple treatment and prevention studies for COVID-19, including COVID 
vaccine studies. She is passionate about her work and continues to find ways to engage with the 
community to ensure that the clinical trials offered at the center reflect the needs of the community. 
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Shereef Elnahal, MD 
President and CEO of University Hospital in Newark 
 
Dr. Shereef Elnahal is President and CEO of University Hospital 
in Newark, New Jersey’s largest safety net hospital with over 
500 licensed beds and $738.2 million in patient service revenue. 
The hospital serves as the main academic medical center for 
Rutgers New Jersey Medical School and the Rutgers School of 
Dental Medicine, both in Newark. 
 
Previously, Dr. Elnahal served as New Jersey’s 21st 
Commissioner of Health. 
He joined the Department of Health (DOH) in January 2018 and 
quickly established a new vision for the Department with 
specific goals: Eradicating the opioid epidemic; decreasing 
maternal mortality and improving access to women’s health 

care; reducing disparities in public health outcomes, increasing access to health coverage and 
mental health care; expanding the medicinal marijuana program; and expanding telehealth and 
interoperability. 

Women’s health is a key priority for Dr. Elnahal. Early in the Administration of Governor Phil 
Murphy, the Governor signed legislation restoring $7.5 million in DOH funding for family 
planning. Dr. Elnahal also directed funding for a new Healthy Women-Healthy Families Initiative 
focused on increasing healthy births and decreasing black infant mortality in communities with the 
highest black infant mortality rates. 

Dr. Elnahal also managed significant reforms in the medicinal marijuana program, reducing patient 
and caregiver registration fees, allowing dispensaries to add satellite locations, and adding mobile 
access so that patients, caregivers and physicians can register, make payments and upload 
documents on their smartphones and tablets. 
 
Prior to his DOH nomination, Dr. Elnahal worked as a physician executive in the largest health 
care system in the country — the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).  As the Assistant 
Deputy Under Secretary for Health for Quality, Safety, and Value, he managed a workforce of 
hundreds and a budget of more than $180 million. 
 
While serving at the VA, he was selected by President Barack Obama as a White House Fellow in 
2015. At the VA, he spearheaded unprecedented efforts around transparency in access and 
performance, as well as standardizing best practices that prevent opioid dependency, improve 
women’s healthcare, and enhance access to care for veterans. 
He grew up in Atlantic County and is the son of doctors who immigrated to New Jersey from 
Egypt. He received a dual-degree M.D. and M.B.A. with Distinction from Harvard University, and 
graduated summa cum laude with a B.A. in biophysics from Johns Hopkins University. 
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Dr. Chris Pernell, 
University Hospital 

 
Dr. Chris T. Pernell is a dynamic physician-leader 
and change agent. In her public health practice, she 
concentrates on health justice, community-based 
advocacy and population-wide health promotion 
and disease prevention. Recently, she joined 
University Hospital in Newark, New Jersey as the 
first Chief Strategic Integration and Health Equity 
Officer where she oversees a portfolio which 
includes Population Health, Strategic Planning, 

Community Affairs and the Human Experience. Her office is responsible for health equity 
strategy development and integrating equity and inclusion within the system and across all 
operations. 
 
Prior to joining University Hospital, she led the 1199SEIU/League Labor Management 
Initiatives (LMI) Workplace and Community Health Program. Dr. Pernell provided oversight for 
the implementation of a population health strategy to drive systems innovation, spur a culture of 
health, and improve the health and wellbeing of healthcare workers in the workplace and 
communities where they live. Working with leaders and frontline workers of 1199SEIU, and 
partners across NYC healthcare institutions, her efforts centered on workplace health strategies, 
worker engagement and empowerment, health equity, and health system transformation.  
 
Prior to her work with the LMI, Dr. Chris, as she is affectionately known, spearheaded 
community initiatives in the Greater Newark, New Jersey area focused on dynamic wellbeing 
and health promotion in vulnerable groups. In the past, she contributed to “Health Care Rx” – an 
online expert panel conducted by the Washington Post, providing social and public policy 
commentary leading up to passage of the Affordable Care Act. Dr. Chris graduated cum laude 
from Princeton University before attending Duke University School of Medicine. She received 
her Master of Public Health from the Columbia Mailman School of Public Health, and 
completed the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health General Preventive Medicine 
Residency. She is a fellow of the American College of Preventive Medicine and served as an 
adjunct associate professor at the NYU College of Global Public Health. 
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Reverend Derrick L. Green 
Senior Advisor for Diversity, Faith, Urban and Regional 
Growth for New Jersey Governor Phil D Murphy 
 

Reverend Derrick L. Green, a native of New Jersey earned his 
Bachelor’s degree from Rutgers University-Newark and 
obtained his Masters of Public Management from the 
University of Maryland, School of Public Policy.  Reverend 
Green understood very early his mission in life was to address 
socio economic injustice both domestic and throughout the 
African Diaspora.   In January 2018, Reverend Green was 
appointed to the office of Senior Advisor for Diversity, Faith, 
Urban and Regional Growth for New Jersey Governor Phil D 

Murphy. In this role, Reverend Green works to implement public policy that will help all people. 
He interfaces with the faith-based community and key stakeholders to help build strong 
communities.  He led a successful GOTV Operation, delivering ninety-four per cent of the African 
American vote for Governor Phil Murphy.  He is an ordained Elder in the Seventh Day Adventist 
Church.    
 
He is an avid businessperson, a self-starter, entrepreneur dedicated to helping others to “stand up 
and be the best that you can be”.  In, March of 2009, he started Green Consultants a Public Affairs 
and Political Consulting firm advising both domestic and international clients.  He took his 
experience abroad to Bermuda, helping to form a new political party called “The One Bermuda 
Alliance”.   Reverend Green was the Chief Consultant and Campaign Manager for the political 
party formed in 2011 that transitioned into the ruling party in 2012.  In 2016, Reverend Green was 
instrumental in facilitating the election of Anthony Brown from Prince Georges County, Maryland 
to the United States Congress.   
 
Reverend Green is a member of the 100 Black Men of Washington D.C and vicinity and the 
NAACP.  He served on the Board of the Urban League of Essex County and currently dedicates 
time to help envision youth and family programs.  Reverend Green is the recipient of numerous 
awards including The People’s Club of Nigeria, Princeton Branch, the African Entertainment 
Awards, USA (AEAUSA) award of appreciation, the NJ National Action Network/ Jumpstart 
Award and the Keeping the Dream Alive-Making A Difference. He was inducted into the Rutgers 
University, African American, Alumni Hall of Fame in 2018. In 2019, he received an award from 
the South Jersey Journal, as one of the most influential African American in the state of New 
Jersey.  
 
Reverend Green is an Adjunct Professor in the Department of History and Political Science at 
Washington Adventist University in Takoma Park Maryland.  He is married to the former 
Kimberly Shopshire. They have three wonderful children Derrick Andrew David, 23, a 2019 
graduate of Morehouse College, Kayla Rachelle Lanice, 21 a junior at Spelman College, and 
Kennedy Renee Olivia, 15 who is a junior at Lake Nelson Academy.   
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Alfred A. Edmond Jr. 
Alfred A. Edmond Jr. is SVP/Executive Editor-at-Large of 
BLACK ENTERPRISE, responsible for providing brand, 
marketing and content leadership as a member of the 
multimedia company’s senior management team. Prior to 
his current position, Edmond was SVP/Chief Content 
Officer, responsible for overseeing all of the media 
platforms of Black Enterprise across events, video, 
digital/website, social media, print and other content 
distribution properties. From 2008 through 2010, Edmond 
was SVP/Editor-in-Chief of BlackEnterprise.com, helping to 

lead the transition from single-magazine publisher to digital-first media company. From 1995 
through 2008, Edmond was chief editor of Black Enterprise magazine. 
 
Edmond currently serves as writer, co-producer and host of Black Enterprise weekly interview 
series, including Beyond The Hype and Your Money, Your Life, delivered via Facebook Live, 
LinkedIN, Twitter and YouTube, in addition to BlackEnterprise.com. An award-winning multi-
media journalist and widely recognized expert on business and economic trends, 
entrepreneurship, personal finance, leadership development and healthy relationships, Edmond 
is an accomplished public speaker, moderator and live-event interviewer. He appears regularly 
as a guest expert/commentator on national television, radio and podcasts.  
 
A trusted mentor, advisor and confidante to dozens of accomplished entrepreneurs, 
professionals and leaders, Edmond serves as Entrepreneur In Residence at 3rd Space, a boutique 
co-working space in Newark, N.J., where he teaches his monthly Destination Success MasterClass 
(GrownZone.com/SuccessSeries/) and interviews prominent entrepreneurs and founders via the 
“Successpert Conversations with Alfred Edmond Jr.” live-event series. 
 
Edmond is also co-host, with Girlfriends Pray Founder Dee C. Marshall, of B. Lifted Up!, a 
nationally syndicated, faith-based radio program focused on encouraging listeners to commit to 
smart financial choices and the creation of generational wealth.  
 
A highly respected social media enthusiast, Edmond is known as “The Successpert” and enjoys a 
large, active and influential network across several social media platforms, including Instagram, 
Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIN. He is regularly included on lists ranking the most influential small 
business experts on Twitter. 
 
Edmond is also a co-author (with Zara D. Green) of the book Loving In The Grown Zone: A No-
Nonsense Guide to Making Healthy Decisions in the Quest for Loving, Romantic Relationships of 
Honor, Esteem and Respect (Balboa Press). 
 
Edmond pursues and promotes health and fitness as foundational to business, financial and life 
success. A natural bodybuilder, he competes as a member of the Organization of Competition 

http://bookstore.balboapress.com/Products/SKU-000972518/Loving-in-the-Grown-Zone.aspx
http://bookstore.balboapress.com/Products/SKU-000972518/Loving-in-the-Grown-Zone.aspx
http://bookstore.balboapress.com/Products/SKU-000972518/Loving-in-the-Grown-Zone.aspx
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Bodies (OCB) and the Drug Free Athletes Coalition (DFAC), earning his OCB Masters Bodybuilding 
40+ Pro Card in 2019. Edmond was a member of Team USA at the 2017 and 2018 DFAC World 
Finals in the amateur bodybuilders 50-plus Masters class. 
 
A proud graduate of Rutgers University, Edmond is a life member of the Rutgers Alumni 
Association, a life and founding member of the Rutgers African American Alumni Alliance (RAAA), 
a 2010 inductee into the Rutgers Hall of Distinguished Alumni and a 2005 inductee into the RAAA 
Hall of Fame. 
 
Connect with Alfred Edmond Jr.  
E-mail: edmonda@blackenterprise.com 
Twitter: @AlfredEdmondJr 
Instagram: @AlfredEdmondJr 
Facebook: /AlfredEdmondJr 
 
 
 
 
Rutgers African-American Alumni Alliance (RAAA), Inc. is an all-inclusive 
organization with a membership base largely of African, Afro-Asian, Black/African-
American, Afro- Caribbean & Afro-Latinx alumni. Through our volunteers we 
introduce, network, and promote Rutgers community members. 
 
Contact Us: info@rutgersblackalumni.org or (732) 595-8442 
Facebook: Rutgers African-American Alumni Alliance | IG/Twitter: @rutgersblkalum 
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