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Preferred Pharmacy 
Ambulatory Patient Access 
 

Ordering Tapers, Ramps, and Combined Dosage Medications 
Providers 

 
Providers are now able to order tapers, ramps, or combined dosages (scheduled combined with 
as-needed doses) more efficiently in APeX.  Two separate orders will no longer need to be 
placed nor will special free text sigs.   
 

Order a Tapering or Ramping Medication 
1. Place an order for a medication from the Visit Taskbar or another ordering activity. 
2. In the Order Composer, select a sig method of Taper/Ramp. 
3. Click Add Dosage Period to add another dosage. See the image below for an example of 

a tapering medication. 
4. Fill out the rest of the Order Composer as normal. 

 

 

Order a Combined Dosage Medication 
1. Place an order for a medication from the Visit Taskbar or another ordering activity. 
2. In the Order Composer, select a sig method of Combination Dosage. 
3. Click Add Dosage Part to add another dosage. This option can be used for many 

different cases, such as: 

 Different dosages at different times of day (for example, take 300 mg in the morning 
and 600 mg in the evening) 

 Different dosages on different days of the week (for example, take 20 mg every 
Monday and 30 mg every Thursday) 

 Scheduled doses combined with PRN doses (for example, take 20 mg every day, plus 
an extra 10 mg if needed) 
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4. Fill out the rest of the Order Composer as normal. 
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