
Summary of Ag Provisions in the Coronavirus Response Bills  
 
#1:  HR 6074, Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act 
 
Signed into law on March 6, 2020. 
 
The legislation provides $8.3 billion in all new funding for a robust response to the coronavirus, 
including support for state and local health agencies, vaccine and treatment development, and 
loans for affected small businesses to lessen the economic blow of this public health emergency. 
 
FDA: The bill provides $61 million for coronavirus activities. 
 

#2:  HR 6201, Families First Coronavirus Response Act 

Signed into law on March 18, 2020. 

The $104 billion bill guarantees free coronavirus testing, provides paid leave; and strengthens 
food security initiatives through additional investments in WIC, food banks, and seniors 
nutrition. The bill also makes sure that children who depend on free and reduced-priced meals 
have access to food during school and child care closures. 

USDA-Food and Nutrition Service: The measure provides: 
• $500 million in emergency funding for the WIC program. 
• $400 million for the Commodity Assistance Program for the emergency food assistance 

program (TEFAP), $100 million of which could be used for costs related to the 
distribution of goods.  

• $100 million for grants to the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and American 
Samoa for nutrition assistance provided in response to the virus.  

SNAP Benefits for Kids: If a school is closed for at least five consecutive days because of a 
coronavirus-related public health emergency, states could adjust their Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Programs (SNAP) to provide additional aid to households with children eligible for 
free or reduced price school meals.  

Additional benefits would have to be equal to the value of the meals for each eligible child in a 
household. Benefits could be distributed through an electronic benefits transfer card system. The 
Agriculture Department could purchase food commodities to ensure it can distribute them in 
areas where a public health emergency has been declared. “Such amounts as are necessary” 
would be appropriated for the meal provisions.  

SNAP Work Requirements: The measure would waive federal work requirements for SNAP 
eligibility. The waiver would begin the first full month after the bill is enacted and terminate at 
the end of the first full month after a federal coronavirus-related emergency declaration is lifted. 
State-imposed work requirements wouldn’t be changed, but a person’s participation in SNAP 
during the emergency couldn’t be counted for determining compliance with work requirements.  



Other SNAP Benefits: States that make their own emergency or disaster declarations related to 
COVID-19 could request emergency allotments of food aid to support increased participation in 
SNAP and address temporary food needs. The provision wouldn’t change the maximum monthly 
allotment for any household size. States would have to provide data sufficient to demonstrate the 
need for additional aid.  

Meal Program Waivers: The package would allow USDA to waive statutory requirements for 
several food programs to ensure that meals can be provided during the emergency and to 
implement safety measures related to preventing the spread of COVID-19. It would allow 
nationwide waivers of eligible National School Lunch Program, School Breakfast Program, 
Child and Adult Care Food Program, and Summer Food Service Program requirements.  

The Department could waive nutritional content requirements and rules to provide meals through 
the Child and Adult Care Food Program in group settings. 

Waivers related to COVID-19 that increase the cost to the federal government for school meals 
would be allowed.  

USDA granted waivers to all 50 states, Puerto Rico, and Washington, D.C., to allow school 
systems to continue serving meals during prolonged coronavirus-related closures. 

WIC Waivers: The measure would allow states to request waivers for the requirement that WIC 
recipients certify their eligibility in person and for deferring biometric and bloodwork 
requirements. USDA could also modify or waive WIC administrative requirements that a state 
can’t meet due to the COVID-19 outbreak.  

#3:  S. 3548, Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act: 

This bill has yet to be voted on. 

The $2 trillion package includes $48.9 billion for Department of Agriculture agencies and the 
Food and Drug Administration to continue to respond to the coronavirus pandemic.  

USDA-Office of the Secretary: The bill provides $9.5 billion in emergency COVID-19 
response funding to support agricultural producers impacted by COVID-19, including producers 
of specialty crops, producers that supply local food systems, and livestock producers.  

USDA-Office of Inspector General: The bill provides $750,000 for conducting audits and 
investigations of projects and activities carried out with the supplemental funding provided in 
response to coronavirus.  

USDA-Animal and Plant Inspection Service: The bill provides an additional $55 million to 
cover salary expenses to offset the decrease in user fee revenue caused by business disruptions.  

USDA-Agricultural Marketing Service: The bill provides an additional $45 million to cover 
salary expenses to offset the decrease in user fee revenue caused by business disruptions.  

https://www.fns.usda.gov/disaster/pandemic/covid-19


USDA-Food Safety and Inspection Service: The bill provides $33 million to support staffing 
and overtime expenses for Food Safety Inspection Service inspectors at federally inspected 
slaughter facilities.  

USDA-Farm Service Agency: The bill provides $3 million to support temporary staff and 
overtime costs resulting from increased volume of applications in response to coronavirus.  

USDA-Rural Development: The bill provides $145.5 million in total funding.  

Rural Business Cooperative Service ($20.5 million): The bill provides the necessary subsidy to 
make $1 billion in lending authority available for the Business and Industry loan guarantee 
program, which provides much-needed financing to business owners that might not be able to 
qualify for a loan on their own.  

ReConnect Pilot ($100 million): The bill provides grants for the costs of construction, 
improvement, or acquisition of facilities and equipment needed to provide broadband service in 
eligible rural areas  

Distance Learning, Telemedicine (DLT), and Broadband Program ($25 million): The bill 
provides additional funding for the DLT grant program, which supports rural communities’ 
access to telecommunications-enabled information, audio, and video equipment, as well as 
related advanced technologies for students, teachers, and medical professionals.  

USDA-Food and Nutrition Service: The bill provides $25.06 billion in total funding. 

Child Nutrition Programs ($8.8 billion): The bill provides additional funding for food purchases 
and demonstration projects to increase flexibility for schools.  

SNAP ($15.51 billion): The bill provides additional funding for SNAP to cover waiver 
authorities granted in H.R. 6201 and anticipated increases in participation as a result of 
coronavirus.   

Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations ($100 million): The bill provides additional 
funding for low-income households living on Indian reservations and participating Indian Tribal 
Organizations.  

Nutrition Assistance for the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico and American Samoa ($200 
million): The bill provides additional funding for U.S. territories that cannot access SNAP. This 
amount is in addition to annual block grant funding.  

The Emergency Food Assistance Program ($450 million): The bill provides additional funding 
for commodities and distribution of emergency food assistance through community partners, 
including food banks.  

USDA-Foreign Agricultural Service: The bill provides an additional $4 million to cover the 
cost of repatriating FAS employees stationed abroad.  

Food and Drug Administration: The bill provides $80 million to support the development of 
necessary medical countermeasures and vaccines, advance domestic manufacturing for medical 
products, and monitor medical product supply chains.  



Commodity Credit Corporation: The bill includes language that replenishes the CCC 
borrowing authority by $14 billion.  
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