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By Rabbi Jeremy Szczepanski

As I write this, the global faith community is still reeling
from the senseless suicide bombings throughout Sri
Lanka that have claimed upwards of 300 innocent lives.
As people gathered in their respective churches to
celebrate their Easter holiday, they never could have
predicted that what is supposed to be a joyous
celebration for our Christian brothers and sisters would
turn into a massive scene filled with death, chaos, fear,
sorrow, and anger. Here in the United States, members
of three historically African-American churches are
dealing with the aftermath of hatred in the wake of
having their own houses of worship burned to the
ground in further acts of hatred.
These happened while the dirt is yet new on the graves
of our Muslim brothers and sisters in Christchurch,
New Zealand, where fifty members of that city’s Muslim
community were targeted in coordinated attacks by
white supremacists. Again, these communities were
targeted as they gathered together to worship and hear
words of sacred wisdom from the Islamic tradition.
We of the global Jewish community remember the
massacre of eleven of our Jewish brothers and sisters
as they gathered in worship on a Shabbat in October
last year at the Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh,
PA. That Shabbat was to have marked, among other
things, the welcoming of one of the newest little
members of the Jewish People. Instead, eleven people
were slain by yet another white supremacist acting out
of blind, baseless hatred of “the other.”
Sadly, these are only the latest instances of such
attacks. Hatred knows no bounds, nor is any given
community, nation, or religious group immune from the
toxicity of such hatred. At the time I am this, we are in
the middle of celebrating Pesach, the festival that
commemorates our deliverance from evil, oppression,
hatred, and bigotry by God through His servant Moses.
Each day of the festival we gather to pray and read
sections from the Torah selected by the Sages of
blessed memory to remind us of the meaning of the
holiday. On the second day of Hol Hamoed, we read the
following: “You shall not oppress a stranger for you
know the soul of the stranger because you all were
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strangers in the land of Egypt.” (Exodus 23:9). This
commandment is the most oft-repeated mitzvah in the
Torah, surpassing even the observance of Shabbat.
When we engage in the intensive cleaning before
Pesach, we often obsess over even the most minuscule
nooks and crannies of our homes in the search for
hametz. Jewish mystical tradition, vis-à-vis the Avodat
Yisrael, teaches that just as we are to search for
physical hametz in our homes, so too we must
diligently search our souls for what he calls “spiritual
hametz.” This spiritual hametz represents those parts
of ourselves – behaviors, mindsets, attitudes,
addictions, prejudices, etc. – that we must rid ourselves
of per not just the letter, but the spirit, of the Torah.
If we put these two teachings together, we see that
there is no place and zero tolerance in Judaism for
hatred and bigotry towards anyone for any reason. No
prejudice can rightfully be justified or rationalized, and
if we find it within ourselves or our community, we have
a sacred obligation to dispose of it much as we do with
the physical hametz we discover in our search the night
of Erev Pesach, burning it away until there is nothing
left of it but ash and smoke. There is no justification for
holding hatred in our hearts towards any person or
group, no matter how we might try to justify such an
attitude. Our Sages teach in Mishna Sanhedrin 4:5 that
God created the entire human race from adam yachid –
a single person – so no one could ever say that their
race/religion/community/etc. ise superior to any other
person or group.
Each year, at the end of the Pesach seder, we open the
door in the hopes of welcoming the prophet Elijah.
Elijah bears a critical task, as our tradition states that
he is to be the herald of the Messianic Age in which
hatred, bigotry, violence, and persecution are no more.
Likewise, Judaism teaches that Elijah also visits every
brit milah (circumcision ceremony) and simchat bat
(baby naming) because every child born bears
messianic potential, meaning not only that each of us
carries this potential, but that we have a sacred
obligation to live up to it with our thoughts, our words,
and our actions.
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It has been unprecedented Temple Israel’s history to
have one person lead our congregation as president for
more than 10 years straight. Steve brings many years
of successful business experience running large
organizations, including 25 years at AccounTemps
Group, where he rose to the position of president,
spearheading the company into a 100-million-dollar
business. He oversaw the opening of over one hundred
of their offices. His focus was on hiring and training
staff and management throughout the United States.
Bringing his vast business experience and visionary
leadership to Temple Israel, Steve has been at the
forefront of our shul's rebirth, guiding Temple Israel
through administrative, religious, and business
challenges. He is the steady and ready backbone of
Temple Israel.
The proud father of three and grandfather of seven,
Steve has been married to Pam, his devoted copilot, for
41 years. They have resided in NH for the past 30 years,
most in Alton, living in a 235-year-old farmhouse sited
on 25 acres. An avid bird hunter, Steve currently has
two black labs. He has trained dogs for many years,
both his one, and those of hunters who do not have the
time or knowledge to do it themselves.
Steve also finds time for another passion woodworking. He currently owns and manages a
woodworking school and builds fine furniture
(www.woodshopinalton.com). In fact, Steve crafted the
beautiful wooden Chanukah Menorah that we light
every year on the steps of Temple Israel, and the small
Ark that graces the meeting hall.
Steve looks forward to meeting and kibitzing at the
temple’s full schedule of upcoming events.

Phyllis Levine in memory of Nathan Levine
Barry Steinberg in memory of Morton Steinberg
Debbie Manning in memory of Herbert Hirsch

Dina & John Weber in memory of Saul Taube
Renee Brenner in honor of Bruce Brenner
Milton, Barbara & Michael Platt in memory of Saul Taube
Renee Brenner in honor of Brittney & Zach
Charlotte Krentzel in memory of Saul Taube
Rebecca & Jeffrey Singer in memory of Saul Taube
Ruth Chevion in honor of Brittney & Zach
Deb & Charlie Kratzer in memory of Jayson Levine
Carol & Bob Steinberg in memory of Saul Taube
Carol & Bob Steinberg in memory of Jayson Levine
Iris & Gary Atkins in honor of Brinley Joy Doerfler
Adair Turcotte in memory of Jayson Levine
Steven Alpert & Phyllis Leibman in honor of Jayson Levine
Irma Wallin in memory of Saul Taube
Pamela & Larry Burstyn in memory of Jayson Levine
Charlotte & Harold Gross in memory of Milton Novak

Iris & Rabbi Gary Atkins
Ruth Chevion
Mattie Gilmartin
Charlotte & Harold Gross
Karen Jacobs
Menahem Lowy
Rachel & Mel Spierer
Carol & Bob Sternberg
Elaine Braverman & Family

THANK YOU, Steve, for your contributions and service
to Temple Israel all these years!

Looking to do a Mitzvah?
Our Kiddush lunches have been a part of Temple Israel's
offerings for many years. We want to keep them going,
but in order to do, our Kiddush Lunch Committee needs
one or two new members to prepare a simple lunch
on Fridays. It takes no more than 1-1/2 hours, and you
will always be with a someone experienced. Even
occasional help would be greatly appreciated.
Call 603.622.6171 or
email office@templeisraelmht.org
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ZOA Mission to Israel:
a first-person account

The mayor and deputy mayor of Jerusalem spent an
evening with our group and informed us that Jerusalem
must always remain united.

by Brian Grodman

Our trip to the Gaza Strip brought us to an IDF base
camp, where we learned of the operational changes
made since Protective Edge.

The following is abridged from the March 22, 2019 edition of The
Jewish Advocate. Email the office for a link to the entire article.

JERUSALEM - The final week
of
February
was
an
informative and enlightening
time as a committed Zionist. I
participated in the Zionist
Organization of
America
Leadership
Mission
to
Israel’s inaugural mission
and ZOA expects to repeat
this meaningful mission in
2020.

The all-volunteer security force, Yatar, brought our group
inside the security barrier within one half mile of the Gaza
border. This counter terrorism unit uses $65,000 ATVs to
navigate difficult terrain and tight alleyways. A 2019
summer stop in Boston to highlight this unit is currently
under development.
While I have been blessed to visit Eretz Yisrael annually
for many years, this ZOA mission brought into focus the
challenges, opportunities and accomplishments of Israel
in an unimaginable way.

While many organizations sponsor unique missions to
Israel, this mission will be available to the public in 2020
and is complete with incredible experiences.
Our opening night dinner featured Knesset member Amir
Ohana, co-sponsor of the Nation State Bill.
Major
General Gershon HaCohen brought military insight to
our group beginning with an explanation regarding the
defenseless nature of the 9-mile width from Netanya to
Tulkarm.
MK Avraham Neguise informed the mission participants
that half of Israeli Jews were born outside of Israel.
Neguise is one of 150,000 Israelis born in Ethiopia. He
explained the developing relationship Israel has with
African nations in the areas of water resources, solar and
agriculture.
ZOA National President
Mort Klein gave a short
history lesson beginning
with the Arabs making
Ramallah, not Jerusalem,
their capital in 716 C.E.
A highlight of our time
together was a trip to the
new embassy and meeting
with Ambassador David
Friedman.
Efrat mayor Oded Ravivi hosted a beautiful lunch while
detailing the conflicts before 1948, after 1948, before
1967 and after 1967.
Our group of 30 boarded a bus to the ancient holy city of
Hebron. Spokesman Yishai Fleisher guided us for the
day, which included a history lesson. Abraham
purchased the land to bury Sarah, and six of the seven
patriarchs and matriarchs are buried there. Only Rachel
was buried elsewhere. This is the city where King David
was crowned and his kingdom began. The Machpelah is
the large primary building that was built by King Herod
2,000 years ago. Jews have never left Hebron.
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To buy tickets, go to:
https://schmooze-booze.eventbrite.com/

or call
603.622.6171

Dear Congregants,
Please feel free to use our TI parking lot to
meet up with other congregants to carpool
over to the event.
We appreciate your help in making this
event successful, thank you.

Articles & Photos Needed!
If you ever wanted to see your name
in “print” here’s your chance.
Simply email your article or photos to:
office@templeisraelmht.org and our
editor will handle the rest.
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