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The greatest miracle in the story of Hanukkah, which 
begins Sunday night, November 28 (yes, it’s early!) is 
that more than 2,000 years after the initial event,  we 
Jews are still celebrating it. That continuity is a sign that 
the holiday offers a deep lesson that touches all of our 
lives. 

Hanukkah, as most of us know, commemorates a battle 
won, despite overwhelming odds, by the Maccabees 
against the Seleucid monarch Antiochus…. and those 
Jews allied with Antiochus who were willing to abandon 
their tradition. But later rabbis focused the holiday on the 
miracle unmentioned in the book of Maccabees — that 
in the Temple, after it was cleaned out, a cruse of oil that 
should have lasted one day lasted eight.  

At the time of the Maccabees (166 BCE) the Temple 
already stood, of course, although it had been defiled.  
The Maccabees rededicated it. Very few remember 
when the Temple was first dedicated (by King Solomon), 
but almost all Jews remember when it was rededicated. 
Hanukkah, the holiday of rededication, teaches us 
something essential about successful living.  

I have known many people — people plagued with 
illness and others to whom life has dealt cruel blows, 
including Holocaust survivors and refugees who have 
fled oppression.  Some of them lost everything and had 
to begin again. Despite many reasons to despair, in a 
crucial turn toward the future, resilient spirits chose 
renewed hope and rededicated themselves to 
purposeful living. That ‘Hanukkah’ moment is the 
inspiration we all need. Everyone fails in ways large and 
small and needs the strength to rise anew. Today, as I 
shared on Rosh Hashanah, we need this resilience more 
than ever. 

The student who is failing must rededicate himself to 
study. The addict starting each new day of sobriety  
 

must rededicate herself to that goal. Even the most 
creative individual must get past the initial excitement of 
a new project to the daily efforts required to realize that 
dream.  

I believe that it is not accidental that Hanukkah is a 
winter holiday. It shines light in the darkest time of year. 
Each night we add another light, increasing until the 
entire Hanukkah menorah is illuminated. The lights have 
been kindled in millions of homes over thousands of 
years. It was not always easy: Even in the Talmud there 
are provisions for lighting secretly in times of 
persecution. But the Jewish commitment to publicizing 
the miracle of rededication endured. 

I have shared this story before, but it is worth retelling: 
The late Rabbi Hugo Gryn was a child in Auschwitz. The 
holiday of Hanukkah came, and after fashioning a 
makeshift menorah, his father melted the precious 
margarine ration to light a wick for the first night. The 
young Hugo, outraged, protested to his father. How 
could he use the food which sustained them in the midst 
of such horror, just to observe the holiday? Rabbi Gryn 
said that at that moment his father spoke words he never 
forgot. His father said: “My child, we know you can live 
three days without water. You can live three weeks 
without food. But you cannot live for three minutes 
without hope.” 

A choice for rededication to what we believe is sacred. 
There are moments when all of us are afraid, when we 
feel hopeless. This is the lesson of Hanukkah, the 
holiday of rededication: You’ve heard it before: when 
you face the dark, light a candle! 
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December 15, 7pm at Temple Israel. Michael Davidow, 
Temple Israel member and author of “the hunter of 
talyashevka” will join us, followed by desserts and coffee! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Quoting parts of Monica West’s review from 
InDepthNH.org:   “The Hunter of Talyashevk  is a most 
interesting read.  It is basically a story of the history of the 
Jewish faith within the confines of Russia in 1926.  Author 

Michael Davidow draws on his very considerable knowledge 
of history and religion to tell the story of the Jews in Russia 
at that time and an American journalist who travels to Kiev in 
search of film locations.” 

Ms. West continues, “Michael Davidow was born in Boston 
and raised in Manchester. He graduated from the Johns 
Hopkins University and the University of Michigan School of 
Law. After working in both Boston and Washington, D.C., he 
returned to New Hampshire, where he practices criminal 
defense. He and his wife Catherine have one son.” 

Michael’s previous novels are “Gate City, Split Thirty, The 
Rocketdyne Commission” about politics and advertising and 
“The Book of Order.” 

For January  2022, Rabbi Gary has recommended “If All The 
Seas Were Ink: A Memoir” by Ilana Kershan.  

Questions?  Please contact: 

Ken Cohn: newbegin04@yahoo.com 
Aida Koocher: akoocher@comcast.net 
Benay Birch: benay.a.birch@gmail.com 
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Chefs Rachel 
Russel (front), 
Christy Aberg, 
Josh Nathan and 
Amy Weinberg 
really heated the 
up the 
competition at 
our November 
Kibbitz & 
Cooking ZOOM! 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


