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By Rabbi Jeremy Szczepanski

It seems to me some years that between all the
fuss and furor involved with preparing for Pesach,
and the grandeur of the High Holy Days leading
into Sukkot, the Festival of Shavuot gets lost in the
mix. It’s a shame because, without it, the Jewish
people have no lasting relationship with God, nor
any sense of cohesive peoplehood.
Without Shavuot, we are incomplete. We are still
wandering in the wilderness, redeemed from
slavery but journeying towards a spiritual
destination that God has yet to reveal. It is on
Shavuot that we arrive at the foot of Mount Sinai
to receive the Torah from God as part of a brit, a
covenantal pact, binding us to the Source of All
Life for eternity.
We symbolically recreate this moment each year
on Shavuot to demonstrate that Revelation was
not a one-and-done event, but that it is an ongoing
process. We as Jews do not live as
fundamentalists, solely and strictly according to
the words of the Torah itself.
The Torah is an etz hayim, a “tree of life” (taken
from Proverbs 3:18), a living dialogue between
God and the Jewish people. Our Sages of blessed
memory engaged in the process of studying,
turning over, debating, and interpreting every
facet of her as part of this ongoing process of
Revelation which continues today.
From this came the Mishna and eventually the
Gemara – together known as the Talmud – along
with later and later strata of what is now known as
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halakhah. Loosely translated as “Jewish law,”
these are the myriad of ritual laws, practices, and
customs that comprise the Jewish religion. But
translated literally, halakhah means “the path” or
“the way.” Rabbi Arthur Green states in his book
Radical Judaism:
“As the word indicates, a religion is a
regimen or a set of rules. These rules tell us
how to live, how to act, how to conduct our
lives in such a way that they become fit
vehicles for our great journey back to our
Source…Religion is thus a language, a set
of symbols, that seeks to address itself to
the soul. Its truest purpose is to direct both
individuals and human communities to turn
inward, to focus attention toward that
deeper level of mind where the journey
takes place…That call to constant
awareness both liberates and obligates
us…Now, having been through the trauma
of bondage and liberation, we have come to
a moment of maturity, of facing truth, of
recognizing that a claim is made upon us
by the One who set us free.” (pp. 101-102)
Judaism is more than just cultural folkways and
rules for ethical living. It is our response to the call
of Ayeca – “Where are you?” (Genesis 3:9) – that
God demands of each of us. Just as we relive our
liberation from slavery in Egypt during Pesach, so
too on Shavuot, we reaffirm our obligation to seek
God in the world in all we do with the Torah to
guide us on this sacred path.
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Arlene Alpert in memory of Nathan Levine
Cheryl Rostad in memory of Lillian Smith
Ruth Chevion in memory of Paul Fessel, Sara
Hausknecht and Oswald Hausknecht
Robert Smith in memory of Lillian Smith
Michelle Plotkin in memory of Sara Plotkin
Elaine, Beth, Susan & Rebecca Braverman in memory of
Joseph Braverman
Elaine Braverman in memory of Dorothy Higher
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Barbara Platt in memory of Kenneth Braverman
Barbara Platt in memory of Hyman Novak, Sylvia Novak,
and Edith Novak
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Renee Brenner in memory of Larry Brenner

Dina & John Weber in memory of Jayson Levine
Louise Allard in memory of Saul Taube
Iris & Gary Atkins in memory of Jean Sosin
Dina & John Weber in memory of Saul Taube
Anne Henning in memory of Jayson Levine
In memory of Milton Novak
Andrea & Gary Abramowitz
Marsha & Bruce Alter
Cheryl Beitz
Marnie & Lew Beitz
Arlene & Marvin Berman
Renee Brenner
Ken Cohn
Leon Cornell
Arlene Levy Fisbein
Audrey Goldstein & Doug Sanderson
Ivy Levine
Phyllis Levine
Lea Levy
Sydell Rosen
David Rutzke
Roberta Silberberg
Bernice Singer
Joy & Michael Sydney
Bernice Taube
The Elm Street Group at Morgan Stanley
Dina & John Weber
Lucille Zinman

Michelle Rosenthall & Jeff Klein
Phyllis Levine
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Although Al was born in Rangoon, Burma (now
Yangon, Myanmar) in Southeast Asia, his family
immigrated to Los Angeles when he was eight years
old. After finishing school, Al worked as a corporate
lawyer in California, Michigan and Pennsylvania
before relocating to New England. Here he
developed his passion for skiing, and was a ski
instructor at Killington, Bromley and Pat’s Peak).
Al was an adjunct associate professor at UNH for
eight years and for the past 19 years, he has served
as a full-time administrative law judge for the state
of New Hampshire, hearing and deciding tax and
eminent domain matters.
Al serves as a board member and as one of three
Vice Presidents of Temple Israel. He brings a bright
and astute mentality to our leadership; he was one
of the members of the Rabbi Search Committee that
found Rabbi Jeremy.
Al would like to see temple members take more
advantage of the many benefits of active
participation in our synagogue and its three-fold
mission: as a place of worship, (Bet Tefillah),
community, (Bet Knesset) and learning, (Bet
Midrash) for children and adults of all backgrounds
and ages. These points were also emphasized by
our temple president, Steve Saulten, at this year’s
annual meeting.
Al enjoys attending both Tuesday and Friday
morning services, as well as Shabbat services with
his two boys, Jonathan and Joshua, whenever he is
not travelling to other locales. Jonathan is 18 years
old, played varsity basketball and tennis at Concord
High School. He will be attending the University of
Vermont this fall. At 16, Joshua plays varsity
lacrosse and is very active on the Concord High
School robotics team. Both Jonathan and Josh
learned much about Judaism at the Temple Israel
Hebrew School and had well-attended Bar Mitzvahs
at the temple. They ‘volunteer’ (if asked) to lead
parts of the Shabbat services.
Al and his sons live in Concord. He travels to Israel
almost every year to visit his Aunt Seemah and
other relatives.

Articles & Photos Needed!
If you ever wanted to see your name
in “print” here’s your chance.
Simply email your article or photos
to: office@templeisraelmht.org and
our editor will handle the rest.

Thank you, Al, for all you contribute to our shul!
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