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“Walking with Christ.”
I am the Good Shepherd! 

By: Deacon Rick Lawlor

 In our Gospel this weekend Jesus tells us that he is the Good Shepherd. Within this statement 
Jesus is explaining that he loves each of  us, is willing to die for us and will always watch over us. He fur-
ther explains that others may appear to have our best interests in mind but ultimately they are just “hired 
hands” and will eventually let us down. As the father of  two children I can relate and embrace Jesus’ love 
for us in the love I have for my own children. I too am a good shepherd to Michaela, 24 and Ricky, 16. 
There have been many instances over the years where I have had to come to the rescue of  both my chil-
dren, this is what fathers and mothers do. Sometimes they have needed to be rescued from the fears and 
difficulties of  life’s uncertainties, while at other times they have needed to be physically rescued from an 
immediate danger. One particular situation happened many years ago as my son was about to be attacked 
by a vicious dog. I will talk more about that in my homily this weekend. God watches over us and we in 
turn watch over those God has entrusted to us and blessed us with: our children, families, close friends, 
neighbors etc... Jesus is indeed the Good Shepherd and I like to consider myself  his assistant. 

 In addition to watching over our families we are further called to watch over each other, even 
perfect strangers. There is nothing more awesome than a stranger helping a stranger. My friends, there are 
times in our lives when we are called to follow Jesus in a profound and difficult way, on the road less trav-
eled. When we listen to God and allow the Holy Spirit to guide us and lead us, we too are good shepherds. 
Then there are times when we don’t do as we should, times when we have failed for whatever reason. It is 
during these times we are just the hired hands, and the hired hands will always let you down. 

 Below is another beautiful sunrise captured from my backyard. Please take a moment to enjoy it, 
embrace it and contemplate Jesus’ words to you and to me, “I am the good shepherd.”

 May Almighty God Bless you today and always.
 

 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down 
his life for the sheep”.


