
Homily On Generosity 
- Deacon Rick Lawlor - 

Recently at a local animal shelter, a little boy and his parents, who had adopted a 
kitten one week prior, walked into the lobby carrying big bags full of food, toys, 
blankets, and other supplies which the shelter desperately needed.  The boy’s parents 
told the staff, ‘Today is his birthday and instead of birthday presents, he asked his 
parents to donate to the shelter. 

If you are an animal lover, you love this story if you are not an animal lover you still 
love this story. The generosity that fills this little boy’s heart is compelling, it is beautiful, 
it is simple, and it comes from God, because God is generous, and generosity is love. 
So, I have a question… what happens to us when we grow up? 

In our first reading the prophet Isaiah is explaining to the Israelites that their freedom 
is at hand, Israel had been in Babylonian exile for many years as a punishment for their 
sins. When Isaiah delivers the good news, freedom will soon be theirs, but not because 
of Israel’s good works, rather solely because of the generosity of God. 

This theme of generosity is carried through in our today’s gospel reading, the servants 
that worked one hour were paid the exact same amount of those who worked the entire 
day. To you and to me this sounds very unfair, in fact if I were the union rep for 
vineyard workers union, I would most likely have filed a grievance, but this gospel is not 
about labor relations. This gospel is a lesson, a stark reminder for you and for me that 
God thinks very differently, and He is more generous than we will ever understand. This 
gospel also reminds us that God owes us nothing.   

Which leads us to Saint Paul’s words in today’s letter to the Philippians, “Conduct 
yourselves in a way worthy of Christ.” 

My friends, here are three take a ways from today’s scripture. First, we can learn a lot 
from children, their innocence and sincerity are pure and unblemished by a sinful world. 
Second, be generous with others, just as you want God to be generous to you. And 
lastly, salvation is a gift of which none of us is worthy. God’s mercy flows to all those 
who seek it, you who come to church and worship our Lord daily for fifty years and a 
terrible sinner who repents at the last possible moment a death bed conversion can 
receive salvation. The same beautiful gift of salvation is open to everyone. God thinks 
and acts very differently than we do. So why should I bother to live a good Christian 
life, why go to Church, why receive the sacraments if I can be saved at any moment. My 
answer to you is this, do your best and do not be jealous over God’s ocean of mercy, do 
not become angry because God is generous, do not be like the workers in the vineyard. 
Rather be generous to one another, be generous like an innocent child. In some ways we 
should never grow up. Therefore, learn from our children and you shall receive your just 
reward.   


