
 

 

Tuesday, March 24, 2020                          
Vigil of the Annunciation 

 
Uncharted Territory 

 
LEADER:  Throughout salvation history we have abundant stories of those who said 
‘yes’ - often in times of stress and usually without having any idea of exactly what was in 
store.  Mary is a prime model of this because her ‘fiat’ was unconditional and led her to 
be the Mother of our savior. Her ongoing cooperation with the call of God can energize 
our own choice to say ‘yes’ in our own realities and to trust that even in unknown and 
uncharted life events, we can allow the Mighty One to do great things in and through 
each one of us.   
 
Other biblical models1 remind us of God’s enduring merciful fidelity at work in others’ 
lives: 
 
Reader 1:  Ruth:  When faced with leaving all she knew to go with Naomi, Ruth said, 
“Do not press me to go back and abandon you! Wherever you go I will go wherever 
you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my people and your God, my God. [Book 
of Ruth 1:16] 
 

Pause for a few seconds:  Then say together:   
 

May we have the faith of Ruth trusting whatever is on the other side of 
life with the virus will be overseen by our faithful God. 

 
Reader 2:  Abagail:  David was angry and ready to commit murder, but Abagail 
discretely appealed to him to do the right thing and leave vengeance to the LORD, 
protecting David from the folly of his temper. [1 Samuel 25] 
 

 Pause for a few seconds:  Then say together:  
 

May we who are seeing similar raw emotions during this crisis, have the 
courage of Abagail who helped keep others from negative emotions 
and actions and led others to put their trust in God. 

 
Reader 3:  Deborah:  One of the most awe-inspiring women of the bible, Deborah is role 
model for all those called to lead. She, “held court under the Palm of Deborah…and the 
Israelites went up to her to have their disputes decided.” (Judges 4:5).  One of the 
hallmarks of her leadership is her willingness to listen to others and guide them follow 
God’s call. 

 
1 https://www.compassionuk.org/blogs/5-strong-women-bible/ 

https://www.compassionuk.org/blogs/5-strong-women-bible/


 
 Pause for a few seconds:  Then say together:   
 

May we in MESA, like Deborah, lead others to place trust that God will 
bring good out of all that we are going through throughout the world.  
May we offer the support of our talents, faithful listening and humble 
servant leadership. 
 

Sharing:  Can you think of and share a challenging situation or event in your life 
when you honestly felt you could not see any clear path nor did you know how you 
would get through it; but you did get through it and learned so much?  Which inner 
resources did you tap and how did they see you through?   
 
LEADER:  Trusting in providence at this time is so important for all of us: 
May we be inspired by Catherine McAuley, whose faithfulness to God’s will, deep trust 
in God’s providence, and commitment to prayer and good works, are an inspiration for 
the crisis we are experiencing. 
 
Petitions based on Catherine McAuley’s trust in Divine Providence: 
 
Reader 4 - Petitions/Response:  May we cast ourselves into the arms of your loving 
providence, O God. 
 

• Catherine faced serious illness throughout her life: within her family, in the 
Callahan’s, in the young sisters who contracted TB and in her own body.  She 
lived as if it all depended on her but trusted as if it all depended on God. May we 
have that same trust.   Let us pray: Refrain 

• Catherine had to adapt her teaching to the needs that presented themselves, 
some requiring her to make accommodations for those with special challenges.  
May we support our teachers and students as they seek ever more creative and 
adaptive ways to meet each young person in our MESA network.  Let us pray. 
Refrain 

• Catherine witnessed the death of her family members, her friends, and many of 
the poor.  As many in our world become gravely ill and die, may we, like 
Catherine, accompany those whom our lives touch and offer the ‘hope of coming 
to the possession of Thee, my God and my All, in thine everlasting Kingdom.’  
Let us pray. Refrain 

• Catherine could call the sisters to be sure and end each day with a forgiving 
heart and with a dance, regardless of challenges and fatigue.  Let us find creative 
ways to keep this legacy of our alive!  Refrain 

 
Closing song 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZME9t4nsCrc&feature=youtu.be 

 
 

Prayer written by Sister Katie Mindling, MESA translator and interpreter 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZME9t4nsCrc&feature=youtu.be
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