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January 21, 2021 
 
Dear Administrators, 
 
I wanted to provide you with some important information about our conferences for 2021. Due to 
the pandemic and the uncertain future of the vaccine distribution, all our conferences will be 
virtual opportunities. We will provide additional details and registration information in the 
coming months. Please contact me at kbaxter@sistersofmercy.org with any questions. 
 

In Mercy, 
 
Kimberly Baxter 

 
Associate Director for Programs and Services 
Mercy Education System of the Americas 

 
Conference of Mercy Student Leaders 
 
The Conference of Mercy Student Leaders will be a virtual opportunity for our student leaders 
on Monday, June 28 and Tuesday, June 29, 2021 (specific schedule to follow) to engage and 
collaborate with students throughout the Mercy Education system. The following sessions will 
be offered: 
 

(1) Personality inventory and leadership development exercises 
(2) Presentation on Mercy charism and Critical Concerns 
(3) Presentation on Mercy justice advocacy models 
(4) Group work in Mercy justice advocacy 

Since this will be a virtual conference, students will work mainly with the other participants from 
their school on the advocacy efforts; opportunities for collaborative engagement will be provided 
within breakout rooms. Special attention will be given to the Critical Concern for Earth, with 
focus on how climate change has affected certain populations, especially immigrant and migrant 
populations. Schools are welcome to invite 8-10 students to attend. The cost of the conference 
will be $25.00 per student.  
 
Partners in Ministry Leadership Academy 
 
The Partners in Ministry Leadership Academy will be conducted virtually on Monday, July 19 
and Tuesday, July 20, 2021. Those newly appointed to a leadership position in the school 
(faculty/staff/administration/board) are strongly encouraged to attend. Additionally, we invite 
those relatively new to a Mercy school; those who seek renewal or want to explore a greater 
exercise of leadership; and those who wish to know more about the charism, core values and 
traditions of Mercy to join us. 
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Presentations will cover the following: 
• Mercy charism and mission and a possible virtual tour of Mercy International Centre 
• Leadership rooted in wellness practices 
• The personal call to leadership in the service of mission 
• The communal call to Mercy leadership 
• Blessings and burdens of leadership today: responding to the calls of our time 
• Presentation on the purpose and offerings of MESA 

MESA will cover the costs of this virtual conference. Schools are welcome to invite up to five 
participants (administrators, teachers, and staff) to attend with a maximum attendance of 150 
participants. 
 
Mercy Education Conference 
 
The Mercy Education Conference planning committee has made the decision to conduct a virtual 
conference for October 13-14, 2021. We are moving all other planned in-person conferences up 
one year with the great hope that we will be able to have a live conference in Jamaica in 2022. 
The focus of the virtual conference will be on mission and pedagogy. A keynote presentation 
will focus on the Mercy Charism and Critical Concerns. Break out presentations will cover: 

(1) Social-emotional learning and the iGen learner 
(2) Assessments and lesson planning, especially for Critical Concerns curriculum 
(3) Global partnerships and advocacy 
(4) Wellness 

 
Each of these presentations will be viewed through the lens of one or more of the Critical 
Concerns. We will launch the conference with the keynote address on Wednesday evening, 
October 13, to accommodate all time zones. Break-out presentations will be held on Thursday 
afternoon, October 14. We are hoping that schools will use this opportunity to have a 
professional development day on Thursday, October 14. The cost of the conference will be 
$25.00 per participant with a $1000.00 maximum per school. 
 
 


