
Inspiring Children’s Curiosity and  
Creativity Through Loose Parts Play 

March 23, 2019    
9am - 12pm 

Mitchell College/Weller Center 
437 Pequot Ave  
New London, CT 06320  

CTAEYC is offering this Platform Academy at no cost, with funding provided by the  

CT Office of Early Childhood and the United Way of CT.   

Connecticut Early Childhood  

Professional Development Platform 
CTAEYC is excited to present a new Platform Academy as part of our CT Early 

Childhood Professional Development Platform, which looks to strengthen the 

functions of early childhood, specifically Family Child Care (FCC) and Infant 

and Toddler (I/T) Care. 

To register, visit:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/march23event 

Please register by March 20, 2019.  Questions?  Email:  dtaylor@ctaeyc.org 

*Participants registered in our CT Early Childhood Professional Development  

Platform will leave with a FREE starter kit of loose parts 

Kimberly Mansfield, Co-President of CTAEYC, earned her M.A. in Teaching from Sacred Heart  
University. She earned a B.S. in Psychology with a concentration in children and youth at Eastern 
Connecticut State University. In addition to her role as Director of the Children’s Learning Center at 
Mitchell College, Kimberly is an Assistant Professor in Mitchell’s Education Department. Kimberly 
is passionate about quality programming and has numerous years of experience directing and 
teaching at child development centers in Connecticut. 

Martina N. Bottinelli has been working with young children for over 10 years. She holds a Master of Arts in   

Education from Goddard College. In 2013 she founded Red Tail Learning, a self-directed learning center serving 

families throughout Southeastern Connecticut. Her passion for the Reggio Emilia Approach brought her to the 

Children’s Learning Center at Mitchell College, where she is proud to be serving as Atelierista, Master Teacher, 

and Assistant Director. 

An interactive workshop for parents, family childcare providers, and early child-

hood educators. Loose parts are materials found in nature and manufactured items 

that encourage young children to discover their curiosity and creativity through   

imaginative play.  Come explore the practical reasons behind loose parts play and a 

child-directed approach to learning.  Learn how to use open-ended materials to   

create learning invitations for young children that promote literacy, math, science, 

and problem solving skills, while inspiring inquiry, discovery, and creativity.  


