
Happy New Year! A lot is happening in and around the 
district that I’m excited to share.

We’re planning the 10th edition of Northeast Denver 
Leadership Week (NDLW). High school students will 
have the opportunity to learn about new careers, network 
with local leaders, improve their financial literacy and 
connect with other leadership opportunities. Please visit 
NortheastDenverLeadershipWeek.org to apply and learn 
more. You can also call our office with questions. 

If it’s January in Denver, it’s Stock Show time. The fun runs 
January 11 – 26, and I look forward to seeing you there! 
Learn more at nationalwestern.com. 

I invite you to join the Marade on Monday, January 20, as 
we remember and honor the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. The program begins at 9:30 a.m. at the City Park 
MLK Memorial and the Marade kicks off at 10:45 a.m.

Finally, thank you to everyone who attended the East 
Area Plan meeting at the end of November and those who 
participated in the online survey. Thank you all for being 
engaged in this important work. 
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A message from Councilman Herndon

Contact the District 8 Office
4685 Peoria St., Suite 245
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday
720-337-8888

Find us on Facebook 
facebook.com/ChrisJHerndon

Connect with us on Twitter 
twitter.com/ChrisJHerndon

Councilman Chris Herndon with Bernie at Denver Active 
20-30’s Christmas for Kids event.

Feather McFeatherson (top) and the Godfeather (bottom) are 
lovely birds who want a family to love them so badly! They 
have beautiful iridescent feathers, love to coo and get fruits 
and veggies for treats. They were young when they arrived, but 
now they are full-grown adult pigeons who want to spread their 
wings. They are much easier to care for than a dog or cat and 
they eat less, too. Meet Godfeather and Feather McFeatherson 
at the Denver Animal Shelter, 1241 W. Bayaud Ave.

Adoptable pet of the month
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Tony Treash opened American Paintball Coliseum in 
Northeast Denver in 2001. The family-run business offers 
over 26,000 square feet of playing space for indoor 
paintball, a 15,000 square foot themed indoor field for 
airsoft, laser tag and virtual reality. There is also an outdoor 
field extension in Brighton.

General Manager Kyle Raley says American Paintball 
Coliseum’s mission is to provide a family-friendly 
environment for people to experience action sports. They 
are proud to offer one of the only indoor paintball/airsoft 
fields in Colorado consistently for the past 20 years.

“This is something I’ve been passionate about for a long 
time,” said Raley. “It’s an adrenaline sport that is very safe, 
with no collisions and a low injury rate.”

Raley says paintball remains the company’s most popular 
activity because it’s accessible to a wide range of ages 
and skill levels. In addition to recreational play, the facility 
offers tactical training and tournaments in both airsoft and 
paintball.

Laser tag is available for ages 6 and up, paintball is 
available for ages 8 and up and airsoft is available for ages 
10 and up.

American Paintball Coliseum is committed to making 
paintball more accessible and recently began defaulting
to a ‘low-impact’ paintball that’s a third of the size of a 

traditional paintball. Raley says this change has opened the 
sport up to more people and encouraged first-time players 
to try it. 

“We cater to recreational players by defaulting to a small 
paintball,” said Raley. “That way kids as young as 8 can 
come and play.”

The facility offers rental equipment, including mandatory 
ear, eye and jaw protection, along with paintball and airsoft 
gear. They encourage participants to dress appropriately 
and wear long sleeve shirts, pants and proper footwear.

American Paintball Coliseum offers a variety of group 
activities, including birthday parties, corporate events, 
bachelor/bachelorette parties, etc. Raley enjoys seeing 
families and friends come to the facility to enjoy the sports 
and work on team building.

The company has grown beyond Denver, with additional 
indoor fields in Colorado Springs and Phoenix. Raley says 
the company is committed to exceptional customer service 
and is continually improving its indoor and outdoor fields at 
their existing locations.

American Paintball Coliseum is located at 5095 Peoria 
St. It’s open Monday through Friday, 11 a.m. – 8 p.m., 
Saturday, 9 a.m. – 8 p.m. and Sunday, 11 a.m. – 6 p.m. For 
more information on pricing for paintball, airsoft, laser tag, 
group events and rentals, visit 
americanpaintballcoliseum.com or call 303-298-8573.

American Paintball Coliseum General Manager Kyle Raley.

American Paintball Coliseum: adrenaline 
sports in Northeast Denver

The ‘low-impact’ paintball (right) is a third of the size of a traditional 
paintball (left).
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Know your neighbors: Monica Martinez
What neighborhood do you live 
in and how long have you lived 
there?
I run the Fax Partnership, a 
nonprofit founded in 2004, 
dedicated to the equitable 
development of the East Colfax 
corridor. I have been the Executive 
Director since 2014 and have made 
the preservation and production 
of affordable housing our 
organization’s mission. Our work 
has helped add affordable housing 
in East Colfax.

What do you like most about your neighborhood?
I love the diversity of East Colfax. You can eat from around 
the world at locally-owned businesses along the corridor. The 
East Colfax community is also deeply engaged and working to 
maintain and celebrate its diversity – the Fax loves partnering 
with our businesses and community members to keep Colfax 
diverse and funky. 

How are you involved in the community?
The Fax receives City of Denver funding to support our 
local businesses. In the spring we conducted a survey 
and received 65 responses! We are now connecting our 
businesses to services that will help them thrive, based on 
what we learned. The Fax also has a nine-person board 
made up of community members and people who work in 
community development. We’re always looking for new board 
members! 

What’s something you’ve done in the community that 
you’re proud of? 
I’m proud to be part of the 7900 E. Colfax project. The City of 
Denver selected Brothers Redevelopment to build 72 units 
of housing for people who suffer from brain injury. The Fax 
is performing the community engagement and is so excited 
to know our work is bringing desperately needed affordable 
housing to East Colfax. 

What’s something about your community that you wish 
more people knew?
East Colfax is the most utilized transit line in the metro area: 
22,000 folks ride the 15 and 15L daily. Basically, Colfax is the 
place to be. 

How do you like to spend your free time?
I love to cook and spend time with my family. I also love 
playing sports, skiing, tennis and soccer, which is a nice 
complement to all the eating I do.  

What is one of your favorite businesses/restaurants in 
the community? 
I love El Tamarindo. Their crunchy tostada has great flavor, 
although Mesop is also a favorite, as is Taco Mex…Do I have 
to choose? 

Monica Martinez
PRESCHOOL
SHOWCASE

Saturday, 
January 11
9AM - 12PM 
At the Denver Zoo
Free for Families

J O I N  U S  A T  T H E  8 T H  A N N U A L

CALLING ALL FAMILIES OF PRESCHOOLERS:

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE

The Denver Preschool Program (DPP) created 
a fun, free and convenient way to learn more 
about your preschool options and the tuition 
support available through DPP. The Preschool 
Showcase offers the opportunity to meet and 
ask questions of preschool staff and directors 
from dozens of local preschools and find 
out how you can lower your monthly tuition 
payments, all in one convenient place.

IN ADDITION, ENJOY:

· FREE entry to the zoo
· Family-friendly entertainment
· Healthy snacks
· Photo ops with the Minions
· Early childhood resources

Learn more at 

DPP.ORG/SHOWCASE

BE A GREAT NEIGHBOR 
Everyone enjoys safe, clear sidewalks -- whether you are walking, rolling, delivering mail, or 
pushing a stroller. Shovel all sidewalks and wheelchair ramps around your  home as soon as 
it's practical and safe. When snow isn't shoveled, it gets packed down and becomes ice. 

Tips: 
> Use the shovel to push the snow; don't lift it.
> Shovel into your yard, so the snow plow doesn't push it back onto your sidewalk.
> Show kindness and offer to help your neighbors if they aren'table to shovel.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Learn more at DenverGov.org/Snow 

� 
Po!�l�P��ING 
& DEVELOPMENT 
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What does your job entail?
I manage the Field Services 
section of Denver Animal 
Protection, meaning I manage all 
of the Animal Protection officers 
in the City and County of Denver, 
as well as our Bite Prevention 
and Response Coordinator and 
administrative support staff. It 
is my duty to ensure all animals 
in the city are properly and 
humanely kept and that the citizens 
of Denver are kept safe from aggressive animals.

What do you enjoy most about your job?
As an officer, I love seeing the unique situations that come 
up every day and being able to feel like my team is making a 
difference. As a manager, I love seeing the growth of a new 
employee and showing them why the job we do is so crucial. 
We are the people who help the voiceless have a voice and 
we are also responsible for educating our community around 
responsible pet ownership.

What kind of impact do you hope to have in the 
community?
I hope my team is able to make a positive impact around 
community engagement. We serve a very diverse community 
in Denver from various educational, social and cultural 
backgrounds. However, we only have one set of laws around 
animals. It’s my officers’ mission to reach all areas of our 
community at a level that works for them. My hope is that my 
team and I are judging situations appropriately and meeting 
people where they need it.

What do you do for fun outside of work?
I love the outdoors and try to get out to go hiking, camping, 
and explore new places as much as possible. I also just had 
a son, so spending time with my family is high on my priority 
list when I’m not at work.

What is something the community might not know about 
you?
I’m a huge movie and music buff – I have an expansive and 
entirely useless knowledge of obscure pop culture. If you 
need someone for your trivia team, let me know!

Is there anything else you would like to share?
Denver Animal Protection is really trying to expand its 
outreach into the community and present ourselves as a 
resource for citizens rather than only an enforcement arm 
of the City. Please take a look at our website or stop by 
the Denver Animal Shelter to learn about our efforts in the 
community and all the services we now offer to support our 
community members.

DENVER ANIMAL PROTECTION - LIEUTENANT 

Meet Josh Rolfe 
Denver Police Department 
honors Top Cops

        
  

Officers Patrick Smith (left) and Eric Hnat (right) responded 
to a shots fired call. Upon arriving, the officers noticed a 
group of five people standing in the vicinity where the shot 
was heard and learned they were all juveniles in violation of 
curfew. Due to the nature of the call, officers conducted a pat 
down of the individuals and Hnat felt a handgun concealed 
in one suspect’s front waistband. He alerted Smith to the 
presence of the concealed firearm, and Smith recovered the 
firearm. Once the scene was secured, the four remaining 
parties were cleared for any warrants and were released with 
curfew citations. Further investigation of the recovered loaded 
firearm revealed that it was stolen and part of an Aurora 
Police Department case. A check of the juvenile suspect 
found he was a probation client for possession of a handgun 
and a burglary charge. He was subsequently arrested for 
possession of a handgun by a juvenile.

District 5

Josh Rolfe

Officers Christopher Vose (left) and Tyler Danielson (right)
conducted a traffic stop with multiple violations. The driver of 
the car provided his driver’s license and an Adams County 
Sheriff identification card. Vose and Danielson became 
suspicious and investigated the validity of the Adams County 
Sheriff identification card. Officers learned the suspect had 
previously been an Adams County sheriff, but his employment 
had been terminated. The suspect was placed into custody 
for impersonating a police officer. The passenger was also 
found to have an active warrant for his arrest. An inventory 
search of the car revealed a loaded pistol, crack cocaine, a 
digital gram scale and over $1,000 in cash.

District 2
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To apply, visit  www.NortheastDenverLeadershipWeek.org
Application deadline March 29

June 15-19, 2020 
Students in grades 9, 10 or 11 are eligible 

to apply to this free program. 
For information, call 720-337-8888. 

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
Northeast Denver Leadership Week offers high school students 
from diverse backgrounds the opportunity to connect with civic and 
industry leaders throughout Denver. The program’s goal is to grow 
the next generation of leaders by educating students about careers in 
leadership and inspiring and motivating them to pursue such roles in 
their own careers.

• Career Exploration
• Leadership Training
• Financial Literacy

Looking for a way to dispose of your Christmas tree? You 
can easily recycle your tree with Denver Recycles’ 
Treecycle program. Only natural, real trees are collected 
by Treecycle crews, not artificial or flocked trees.

• Trees must be set out by 7 a.m. on your scheduled trash  
  collection day. Collection runs from 1/6 – 1/17.
• Trees must be placed at least two feet away from 
  collection carts, structures and other obstacles. Do not   
  place trees inside bags or trash carts.
• Trees may also be dropped off at the Havana Nursery,     
  10450 Smith Rd, Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.,     
  through January 31.

For more information, call 311 or visit 
denvergov.org/treecycle.

Denver residents can drop off holiday lights to be recycled 
for free at the Cherry Creek Recycling Drop-Off until 
January 18. 

The facility is open Tuesday – Friday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., 
Saturday, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. and closed on Mondays and on 
all City holidays.

• Accepted for recycling: incandescent, LED and “icicle”   
  light strings with wires and attached bulbs; all packaging  
  material and bags must be removed from light strands   
  before they can be recycled.

• Not accepted for recycling: bubble (liquid-filled) and neon  
  lights.

Holiday lights will only be accepted for recycling at the 
Cherry Creek Recycling Drop-Off and they cannot be 
placed in Denver Recycles purple carts or in other 
companies’ standard recycling bins. 

For more information, call 311 or visit 
denvergov.org/denverrecycles.

Recycle your tree and old holiday lights
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Resources 

Denver Human Services
Montbello Office
720-944-3666

District 2 Police Department
720-913-1000

2.Dist@denvergov.org

District 5 Police Department
720-913-1400

5.Dist@Denvergov.org

Department of Motor Vehicles
720-865-4600

Denver Public Schools
720-423-3200

Denver Workforce Center at 
Montbello

720-865-4600

City of Denver Services
311

District 8 Council Aides

Amanda Schoultz
amanda.schoultz@denvergov.org

Bonnie Guillen
bonnie.guillen@denvergov.org 

Leya Hartman
leya.hartman@denvergov.org

Council District 8 website
denvergov.org/councildistrict8

   
 

What’s happening in January
Registered Neighborhood 
Organization Meetings

Greater Park Hill Community
Jan. 2, 6:30 p.m.
2823 Fairfax St.

Northeast Park Hill Coalition
Jan. 9, 6 p.m.
Dahlia Campus for Health & Well-Being
3401 Eudora St.

East Colfax Neighborhood Association
Jan. 21, 6:30 p.m.
Counterpath
7935 E. 14th Ave.

Stapleton United Neighbors 
Jan. 21, 6:30 p.m.
Central Park Recreation Center
9651 M.L.K Blvd.

Community Events

Police District 2 Community Meeting
Jan. 8, 6 p.m.
3921 Holly St.

Active Minds Seminar
Jan. 9, 1 p.m.: The History of Radio
Jan. 23, 6:30 p.m.: 
Space Exploration - Venezuela
Sam Gary Library
2961 Roslyn St.

Senior Planet Series
Jan. 11, 1 – 2:30 p.m.: Protecting Your 
Personal Information Online
Jan. 15, 1 – 2:30 p.m.: Connecting to the 
Internet
Jan. 29, 1 – 2:30 p.m.: YouTube
Pauline Robinson Branch Library
5575 E. 33rd Ave.

Police District 5 Commander’s Meeting
Jan. 16, 6 p.m.
The Grove at Stapleton
2980 Syracuse St.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Jan. 20
city offices closed

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Marade
Jan. 20, 9:30 a.m.
17th Ave. and Colorado Blvd.
drmartinlkingjrchc.org

Free and low-cost trees available 
to Denver residents

Free and low-cost trees are available to Denver residents through the Denver Digs 
Trees program.

Yard trees (planted on private property) are $10 for residents in the 28 target 
neighborhoods, which were selected based on their low tree coverage. Target 
neighborhoods in District 8 include East Colfax, Montbello and Northeast Park Hill. 
Denver residents not living in one of the target neighborhoods can still purchase 
reduced-cost trees for $35 each.

Free trees are available for those who qualify and planting assistance is offered to all 
tree recipients.

Apply online at theparkpeople.org, or by calling 303-722-6262. The deadline to apply is 
February 15 and trees will be distributed on April 25.

Since the discovery of the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) in Colorado in 2013, planting trees 
to maintain and bolster Denver’s urban forest has become increasingly important. 
Denver residents can help by planting trees to protect the health and beauty of our 
urban forest.

Councilman Chris Herndon speaks 
at the Denver Metro Chamber 
Leadership Foundation’s Impact 
Denver continuation.


